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A Good Year, Well Done 
Ted Shanks 

This past year has been very busy for The 
Great North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron.  
Below are just some of the many accomplishments 
that we have undertaken. This is only a partial list 
showing how much work we have done this year. 
 

-Twenty-eight Merit Marks awarded to NOSPS 
members for their contributions this past year. 
-Total membership increased from 119 up to 124 
(up 4.2%) This includes our normal attrition. 
-This Squadron taught courses in ABC / Boat 
Smart, Engine Maintenance, Piloting, Advanced 
Piloting, Weather, JN, Marine Electronics, proc-
tored Canadian Pleasure Craft Operating Card ex-
amination. 
- We have started a Cruise Planning class (with 
twenty students!), an Advanced Piloting class, and 
are about to start an Instructor Development class. 
-We assisted Point Wilson Provisional Squadron in 
their start-up activities. 
-We published twelve issues of the Straitlines 
Squadron newsletter. 
-Our Safety Officer conducted a realistic in-the-
water program demonstrating boat owner’s PFDs 
in a local public swimming pool.  
-Members of this Squadron submitted three articles 
to the D-16 Cardinal Points newsletter and four 
articles to the USPS National magazine Ensign.  
-We have a vibrant and informative Website. 
NOSPS members planned and conducted five 
cruises from the South Sound to the Gulf Islands 
and Barkley Sound, Canada.  
-NOSPS participated in the USPS District 16 ren-
dezvous with eight vessels in attendance. 
-NOSPS participated in cooperative cruises with 
both Port Angeles and Sequim Bay Yacht Clubs. 
-NSOPS constructed and demonstrated an innova-
tive boat fire mock-up at the D-16 fall conference. 

-NOSPS member won the Best in Show for edu-
cation training aid at the Fall D 16 Conference. 
-Three members represented NOSPS in an exten-
sive Port Security assessment and Planning Com-
mittee for the USCG. 
-NOSPS conducted a practical hands-on fire ex-
tinguisher demonstration at the John Wayne Ma-
rina for Safe Boating Week. 
-A North Olympic member received national rec-
ognition for his work in Cooperative Charting. 
-The North Olympic float in the local Irrigation 
Festival parade took top honors as the “Most Pa-
triotic” entry.  
-The USPS Prince Henry Award was awarded to 
North Olympic for course work in advanced navi-
gation. 
 Each of these accomplishments was most 
definitely not an overnight spur of the moment 
occurrence. They took much time and effort and 
cooperation to bring them to fruition. Think of the 
many meetings, phone calls and sit-down plan-
ning sessions that it took to put all of this to-
gether. If each item above were a single strand in 
the fabric of this Squadron’s essence, when 
plaited together they would produce an eight-inch 
hawser!  
 
 Many thanks to you all for making this 
year so productive for the Great North Olympic 
Sail and Power Squadron and for making my year 
as your Commander such a rewarding one.  You 
have made my job so much easier with all your 
hard work and friendship. 

Ted Shanks 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ted Shanks, P                 582-0253 
    450 North St. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Richard Michels,  AP               681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN             457-0684 
 433 Herrick Road 
   Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Executive Committee 
 Robert DeLand S 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Craig Paulson, P 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
  
Rules Committee 
  
 Bob Sorenson, P 
Budget and Finance 
 Eugene Haugen JN 
 Bruce Purdy P 
 Hal Gilmour S 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 
Public Relations  

Historian 
Education Committee 
 Richard Michels,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 George Walker,  AP 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, P  582-0253 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Hank David,  P  417-7570  
    460 Vogt Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

 

 
NOSPS 

Annual Meeting 
March 8, 2004 

Secret Garden Buffet 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to 
order and led the group in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.  Judy Shanks gave the invocation.  The 
minutes of the February general meeting were 
approved as printed in The Straitlines. 
 
The nominees for next year’s Bridge were pre-
sented to the membership.  The following persons 
were nominated for offices. 
-Commander – Ron Jones 
 
-Executive Officer – Tom Chandler 
 
-Administrative Officer – Neil Eckerson 
 
-Squadron Education Officer – Richard Michaels 
 
-Secretary – Cecilia Eckerson 
 
-Treasurer – Rick Mell 
 
The commander asked for nominations from the 
floor.  As there were no further nominations, the 
commander asked for a motion to accept the slate 
of officers as proposed by the nominating com-
mittee.  The motion was made, seconded and 
passed to accept the above slate by acclamation.   
 
 
New Business: 
 -District 16 Spring Conference will be 
held in Spokane on March 19th and 20th.  The 
commander has reservation forms if you are inter-
ested in joining the Shanks, Sparks, Brummetts 
and Jones in Spokane. 
 -Cruise Planning will begin on Tuesday, 
March 16th at the PAYC.  Late registration fee 
will be waived for anyone signing up late to take 
this course, as the Squadron already owns the 
textbooks.  Cost is $42.50 with a manual and 

$17.50 for the course sharing a manual with part-
ner. 
  
 
-Change of Watch:  NOTE TIME AND PLACE 
CHANGE.  SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH at JOHN 
WAYNE MARINA.   Social Hour at 5:30, dinner 
at 6:30PM 
 
Speaker:  Administrative Officer Tom Chandler 
introduced our guest speaker, Det. Grant 
Lightfoot from the Clallam County Sheriff’s De-
partment Drug Task Force.  An interesting and 
informative talk was given by Det. Lightfoot who 
concluded his talk by asking us for the help of 
boaters watching for suspicious activities while 
boating in The Strait. 
 
Next General Meeting:  Change of Watch.  Sun-
day, April 18th at John Wayne Marina, Sequim. 
Next Bridge Meeting:  Monday, April 19th, Café 
Garden Restaurant, 9am in Port Angeles. 
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THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

Richard’s idea is to “train the trainer” and they 
could in turn, help others to learn the program. 
  -District 16 Rendezvous overlaps 
the Bell Harbor Cruise. 
  -Rental of the Fire Demo Boat:  
Columbia Bend would like to rent the mockup 
boat in mid-May.  They will pay $100 plus the 
cost of any repairs due to damages. 
 
Our next membership meeting will be held on 
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH at JOHN WAYNE 
MARINA.  (PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF 
DATE AND PLACE) 
Next Bridge meeting will be held on Monday, 
April 19th at Café Garden Restaurant at 9am. 

 

NOSPS 
Board Meeting 

Café Garden Restaurant 
March 15, 2004 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to 
order.  The minutes of the February meeting were 
approved as printed the The Straitlines.   

-Spring conference will be held in Spo-
kane on March 19th-20th. 

-In the place of Craig Paulsen who is un-
able to do it, Bob Stearns volunteered to conduct 
the fire demo in the south parking lot at JWM at 
6pm on April 14th. 

-As Craig will be unable to pull his boat in 
the parade, we are looking for someone with a 
boat on a trailer for the Irrigation Festival Parade.  
We will put out a call of help to the membership. 

-Vessel Safety Checks:  Cruise Captains 
will encourage all cruisers to make sure they have 
a vessel safety check before departure.  Inspectors 
will be on the dock a few days before each new 
cruise to do checks. 

-Education:  All students passed Weather 
101.  We are awaiting scores for Weather 102.  
Navigation classes continue.  Cruise Planning is 
about to start. 

-Change of Watch:  Change of Watch 
has been changed to SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH 
AT JOHN WAYNE MARINA.   Richard White, 
from the Marina Restaurant will cater the dinner.  
Del Copeland, Bob Stearns, Tom Chandler and 
Peyton Greenough volunteered to help decorate 
and set up for the dinner at 3pm on April 18th. 

-Straitlines:  Hank would like articles in 
as soon as possible.  Richard and Hank are still 
talking about putting Straitlines on Richard’s web 
site. 

 
-Unfinished Business: 
 -New Budget will be published in 

The Straitlines. 
 

 -New Business: 
  -Richard reported that he has a Ra-
dar Simulator on the squadron laptop.  He will 
bring it to the next bridge meeting for all to see.  
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Grog and the U.S. Constitution 
 

The practice of christening a ship by breaking a 
bottle of champagne over her bow has its origins 
in pagan ritual. Ancient Norsemen and Romans 
believed that in order to ensure good fortune for 
the vessel and her crew, the keels of their war-
ships had to “taste” the blood of live persons dur-
ing launching. Slaves or captured prisoners were 
tied to the keel blocks, and as the ship slipped 
down the launching ramp into the water, it 
crushed the unfortunate victims under its weight. 
As centuries passed and society became slightly 
more squeamish, red wine became a symbolic 
substitute for blood, and so developed the custom 
of pouring wine on the deck and bow of a ship as 
an offering to the gods of the sea. According to 
cherished tradition, one of the most famous ships 
in our history, the USS Constitution, steadfastly 
refused to budge when teetotaling New England-
ers tried to christen her with plain water. It was 
only after a bottle of fine old Madeira was pro-
duced and whacked across her bow that “Old 
Ironsides” slid gracefully down the ramp into 
Boston Harbor. 
 

Definition: Grog Blossom 
This colorful term is the sailor’s description for 
the bulbous red nose frequently seen on grog afi-
cionados.  
 
           The following information was retrieved 
from previously classified documents made avail-
able under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
          The USS Constitution as a combat vessel 
carried 48,600 gallons of fresh water for her crew 
of 475 officers and men. This was sufficient to 
last six months of sustained operations. 
 On July 22, 1798, the USS Constitution 
set sail from Boston. She left with 475 officers 
and men, 48,600 gallons of fresh water, 7400 can-
non shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder, and 
79,400 gallons of rum. Her mission was to de-

stroy and harass English shipping. 
 Making Jamaica on October 6, she took 
on 826 pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of 
rum. She then headed for the Azores, arriving on 
November 12. She provisioned with 550 pounds 
of beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine. 
On November 18, she set sail for England. 
  
In the ensuing days, she defeated 5 British men-
of-war and captured and scuttled 12 English mer-
chantmen, salvaging only the rum. By January 
27, her powder and shot were exhausted. Un-
armed, she made a night raid up the Firth of 
Clyde. Her landing party captured a whiskey dis-
tillery and transferred 40,000 gallons aboard by 
dawn. She then headed for home. 
  
The USS Constitution arrived in Boston on Feb-
ruary 20, 1799 with no cannon shot, no powder, 
no food, no whiskey, no wine, no rum, and 
48,600 gallons of stagnant water. 
 
Tom Chandler  



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              April 2004 Page    6 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY EXERCISE ANSWER 
 

This is a direction problem so we first write down T, V, M, D, C: 
 
T   From the Marine Atlas with your course plotter. 
V    21O E From the Marine Atlas compass rose. 
M 191O Given as the course you want to travel.  Should be 190O if T and V are correct. 
D  000O From your deviation table. 
C  191O  Should be 190O if T and V are correct. 
 
Because of the discrepancy you check your current nautical chart and find: 
 
T  211O From the chart with your course plotter. 
V    18 O E From the chart compass rose. 
M  193O Calculated by applying V to T. 
D   000O From your deviation table. 
C   193O Calculated by applying D to M. 
 
I do not understand why magnetic courses are typically given in Cruising Guides and Marine Atlas pub-
lications. I assume that this is done because they assume most people using their products do not know 
how to make correction for variation and deviation to determine a compass course from a true course.  It 
is too bad because the true course does not change over any time span that we are interested in.  Of 
course with the movement of the tectonic plates true courses will change, but the change will be insig-
nificant over our entire life time and then some.  If you really want to use the given courses you need to 
know how to make corrections for deviation anyway. 
 
I know that it says that the charts in these publications are not to be used for navigation.  However, if 
that is true why do they give you courses and distance?  In general the distances are good, but the mag-
netic courses are the data that should be ignored.  Despite this problem I think that when used with cur-
rent charts they are very helpful, both in the cruise planning mode as well as the cruising mode. 
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APRIL EXERCISE 

 
You are planning to join friends for a weekend fishing trip out of Neah Bay.  You are joining them 
there and they have arranged for your moorage in the open slip next to them.  You check your 
“Marine Atlas” and find that the distance from the buoy “R2 4 sec BELL” off the east tip of Ediz 
Hook to the the entrance of Neah Bay is 49.3 nautical miles.  Based on past experience, you know it 
takes you 37 minutes to get to “R2 4 sec BELL” from your slip at PAYC.  Low slack current occurs 
about 1/2 way through your trip and you figure that the flood and ebb current will counteract each 
other, therefore you ignore the current effects.  Your boats cruising speed is 8.0 knots. 
 
At 0810 you call your friend from the dock to tell him when to expect you at the entrance of Neah 
Bay.  You plan to leave 10 minutes after placing the call.  What time (24 hour time) should you have 
told him to expect you at the entrance to Neah Bay so he can be on the lookout for you? 
 
Send your answer and work to: 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. US Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
 
Ed. Note:  Last months exercise was omitted because of a Postal mishap.  Please use the bottom part 
of this page to write your answer and send it on to Bob.  
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 

There will be Installation of Officers for 2004-2005. District 16 officials will be present. The menu includes 
Breast of Chicken with orange sauce, or Roast Pork Loin with honey & thyme. Vegetables include Roasted 
Red Potatoes with garlic & lavender, Green Beans alexandrine, and Green Salad with dressings, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, mushrooms, etc.. Rolls and coffee or tea are also provided. Price is $20.00. 

Social hour starts at 5:30 PM with dinner at 6:30 PM. BYOB in the trunk of your car so as not to violate any open 
container laws. 
 
Remember you are responsible for paying for dinner reservations if you do not attend. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 

The Change of Watch Dinner will be Sunday, April 18th, at John Wayne Marina, Sequim. 


