
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAITLINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH  OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER  SQUADRON 

A Unit of UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 
A Member of DISTRICT 16 

 ����������	

��������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���������
�
�������

Commanders Report 
Ron Jones, N 

 
The membership renewal period has ended and un-
fortunately 33 of our members did not renew their 
USPS membership.  Our Squadron’s membership 
has declined from 123 last year to 90 for the cur-
rent year. Our challenge is to retain current mem-
bers and to attract and retain new members. Mem-
bership retention is not just a problem for NOSPS; 
overall USPS membership has been declining over 
the past few years.  With a renewed emphasis on 
advertising our public boating classes and public 
seminars, we have the opportunity to attract new 
members.  Then the challenge is to retain them as 
active members.   
 
Why do people join USPS and what do new mem-
bers expect after joining USPS?     Have we not 
done enough to get new members involved in the 
Squadron’s activities?  Have we invited each new 
member to get involved with one of the committees 
that perform the work of the Squadron?  What will 
motivate them to continue their membership year 
after year?  Perhaps we need a more active cruising 
program?  Do the monthly membership dinner 
meetings offer the kinds of programs and social 
events that members enjoy?  Perhaps the most im-
portant and primary reason for joining USPS is the 
opportunity to take the advanced grade and elective 
classes that are only offered to members.   
 
With this summer’s boating season approaching 
the half way mark, now is the time for each mem-
ber to consider what class or classes they would 
like to take this fall.  Since it is our Squadron’s pol-
icy to conduct a class even if only one member 
signs up, each of you are assured the opportunity to 
take any class of your choosing.  To help our SEO, 
Richard Michels, in getting course materials, in-
structors, and classroom facilities lined up, contact 

him by mid August to enroll in the class of your 
choice.  Just a reminder, the Piloting and Advanced 
Piloting classes have been extensively revised to 
include electronic navigation methods.   
 
Chris Muir has accepted the position of Squadron 
Safety Officer, and is planning several events that I 
believe you will want to participate in. One event 
you will certainly not want to miss will be an in the 
water exercise to check the effectiveness of your 
PFD.  Look for these safety related events to be 
scheduled this fall and winter. 
Keep an eye on the NOSPS web site at http://
www.usps.org/localusps/olympic/ for the schedul-
ing of squadron activities.  Also the STRAITLI-
NES can be viewed as a PDF document on line by 
clicking the link to http://my.tenforward.com/
rmichels/  As of September, members with Email 
will receive the STRAITLINES  electronically as a 
PDF document.  
Does your boat have a 2004 Vessel Safety Check 
Decal?  If not, now is a good time to take advan-
tage of the FREE Vessel Safety Checks offered by 
our team of Vessel Safety Examiners, log on to the 
NOSPS web site and click on the Activities button. 
Next click on the Safety Committee link to dis-
play a list of our VSEs and their phone numbers.  
Call any VSE to schedule your FREE VSC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irrigation Festival Parade 
Photo Courtesy of Cecilia Eckerson 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ron Jones, N                  681-0193 
    51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Tom Chandler, N                 457-0684 
 433 Herrick Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98363 
Education Officer 
 Richard Michels, AP           681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough , AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Neil Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
   Sequim, WA 98382 

 
Executive Committee 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Jim Jones 
 George Schoenfeldt 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Ted Shanks, P 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
 Gene Haugen, JN 
Rules Committee 
 Bob Sorenson, P 
 Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
Budget and Finance 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith JN 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 

 
Public Relations  
 Open 
Historian 
 Open 
Education Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Jim Fitzpatrick 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 Open 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  AP 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Open 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 

Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Open 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Ron Jones, N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Cecelia Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Ted Shanks, P  582-0253  
    450 North St. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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Minutes for NOSPS Executive Board Meet-
ing 

Held at Café Garden, July 19, 2004 
 
Meeting called to order at 0915 by Executive Offi-
cer Tom Chandler acting for the Commander. Min-
utes of the June Executive Board Meeting passed 
with corrections too numerous to list. 
Peyton Greenough, ASEO, commented on inaccu-
racy and lack of timeliness of articles concerning 
NOSPS, submitted to local newspapers. Richard 
and Peyton will talk to the PDN editors. 

Richard Michels and Peyton Greenough of 
the Education Committee advised that it takes eight 
days to order and receive training materials. Some 
tests will be changed, but the lesson books will be 
unchanged. 

Canada boaters’ certificate training materi-
als have a price differential due to exchange rate – 
between ordering and receiving. The Canadian cer-
tificate cost is $27 per book and $13 for the test. 
The Canadian boaters’ certificate test for those now 
enrolled will be Thursday, July 29, 2004. 

Tom Chandler questioned the efficacy of a 
speaker for the September 11th pot luck/BBQ. The 
speaker could be lost in the background. Also, for 
the same reason, the Radio Seminar may  be 
dropped. 

Richard Michels reported that someone had 
asked if NOSPS would rent the Power Point pro-
jector to be used at a non-NOSPS function. It was 
decided that since we had dropped our very costly 
insurance for such items and that it might set an 
unfavorable (to NOSPS) precedent that we not rent 
it out to the general public. The Port Angeles Li-
brary rents projectors at $25 per day. We will add a 
Standing Order to not loan/rent equipment. 

The Garden Café where Executive Board 
meetings are held is now seating diners in the off-
the-main-floor meeting room. It is not good for us 
or for the other diners; the noise level can get 
pretty high for some “older” ears. We apparently 
will no longer have exclusive use of the room for 
our meetings. The XO directed the Administrative 
Officer to check with Joshua’s down the street for 
future meetings. 

A new Straitlines publishing and circulation 
procedure was discussed. The computer-literate 

liked the electronic version finding the file to be 
only around 250K without ads. Sending Straitlines 
via Internet would save $100/month. Jim Jones 
pointed out that members might feel they should 
get a “paper” newsletter for their dues. Hank David 
suggested a one or two page issue. Including the 
ads in an electronic version is a problem. The ad 
revenue may be lost. The trial of the electronic ver-
sion will continue. NOSPS members will be polled 
at our next general membership meeting on their 
feelings on an electronic vs. paper Straitlines. 

The possibility of NOSPS sponsoring/
monitoring a Sea Scout “Ship” was discussed. Rick 
Mell has a Lido sailboat that he is willing to donate 
as a NOSPS-sponsored Sea Scout project. The 
Admin. Officer will ascertain if there are local Sea 
Scout contingents that might be interested. Jim 
Jones described the successful youth sailing/
boating program operated by the Sequim Bay 
Yacht Club. 

NOSPS membership is down by approxi-
mately one third. One of the reasons for the boost 
in membership in the past was the rumor that 
Washington State was about to require mandatory 
safety training. Many new members from then al-
lowed their membership to lapse after the rumor 
proved false.  

NOSPS will resume classes for the general 
public. Such classes were good recruiting tools in 
the past. NOSPS, in the past, plastered bulletin 
boards at businesses and marinas with class and 
social announcements. We should do it again. 

The Boat Smart class will not be given in 
the future. It is replaced with ABC (America’s 
Boating Class) a two-day class. Jim Jones inquired 
about upcoming classes. Richard Michels and Pey-
ton Greenough described several classes that will 
start in the fall. 

Two years ago “The Boating Course,” an 
eight-week course was taught. It is considered one 
of the best courses given by NOSPS. It was sug-
gested that this course be offered again. Judy 
Shanks is handling class requests. 

The GPS seminar for new GPS buyers and 
regular NOSPS members was discussed. The board 
will ask Charlie Brown if he would consider being 
the instructor.  

Respectfully submitted by Neil Eckerson. 
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    Hull Speed 
 
  Tom Chandler – Executive Officer 
 
Theoretical hull speed is defined approxi-

mately as 1.34 times the square root of the 
length of a boat at the waterline. The concept is 
applied to displacement hulls (sailboats, trawlers, 
etc) not planing hulls. Historically it is the speed 
that a displacement hull could not exceed without 
adding additional power usually in an exponential 
amount. 

 For example, a 30-foot sailboat that is 25 
feet at the waterline would have a hull speed of 
6.7 knots. Square root of 25 = 5 x 1.34 = 6.7 
knots. A boat with a 25-foot waterline at rest may 
have a longer waterline when heeled over. That 
was the theory behind many racing sailboats with 
long overhangs. The longer the hull's waterline, 
the higher the theoretical hull speed – this, is why 
you often see strange looking hull extensions on 
racing boats typically transom extensions at the 
water line. Some boats, like those that plane or 
those with enormous power can exceed the 
theoretical top speed. The formula holds up best 
for traditional, heavy-displacement boats. 
            The kicker here is that at hull speed 
the bow and stern wave create something like a 
trough, along the length of the hull, moving along 
with the hull in which the hull is, in effect, 
trapped. The amount of power, or thrust required 
to blow the hull out of the envelope is enormous 
relative to the power required to get the boat to 
hull speed (assuming a non-planing hull) so that 
locked-in condition is known as hull speed.  
            Commercial tanker (and some 12 meter) 
designs try to break the hull speed envelope with 
bulbs protruding forward from the bow below the 
waterline - presumably the bulb shape in ad-

vance of the hull proper distorts the normal bow/
stern wave pattern. Of course planing hulls liter-
ally break out of the envelope in their own wave 
and multi-hulls beat the hull speed trap by virtue 
of non-or low displacement. 
              Hull speed is the result of the idea that 
you cannot go faster than the wave you produce. 
It is similar to speed limits associated with trains. 
In the USA, rail beds are placed on crushed stone. 
This is a fairly soft bed and as a train moves on it, it 
causes a wave to be generated in the rail in advance 
of the train. The train is therefore always moving up 
the hill of the rail wave. This causes a large amount 
of energy to be used just to overcome the 'hill'.
  
            In Japan, rail beds are of made of concrete. 
The wave in front of the train is much less. This mini-
mizes the hill the train must climb and allows for 
much faster speeds.  
           The analogy is very good to boats. A dis-
placement hull must push huge amounts of water 
out of the way, forming a wave in front of it.  
           In the case of the planing hull, (like the Ja-
pan rail bed) the hull is not displacing much water. 
Very little 'hill' must be overcome to move the hull 
forward. 
 
             Nautical Definitions 
                   
………………………………………………….. 
ADRIFT: A method of moving across the water 
when nothing on your vessel works. You nor-
mally do not have a lot of input as to where 
you are actually going, but you can get there. 

ASTERN: A type of look. Your spouse gives 
you astern look when you attempt to buy 
things for your boat at West Marine. 

BILGE PUMP: An electrical device designed to 



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              August 2004 Page    5 

remove the charge from your batteries. These 
devices only operate when the vessel is not 
taking on water. 

BOW: What you do (along with scrape) in front 
of your banker when you are asking for more 
money to spend on your vessel. 

 DECK: What your spouse will do to you after 
discovering how much money you spent on 
the boat without first obtaining permission. 

GPS: An electronic device that allows you to 
navigate out of sight of landmarks before the 
batteries die. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAN JONES AND THE FITZPATRICK’S ON A CRUISE 
Photo Courtesy of Jim Jones 



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              August 2004 Page    6 

FOR SALE 
Shakespeare 5206-C VHF 6db (8 ft.) antennas w/
coax and solder-type connector $20 plus tax 
Sea Ranger (similar to Shakespeare 5206-N) VHF 
6db antennas w/coax $10.plus tax 
Shakespeare 4208 Loran/SSB 8’ whip antennas 
$10 plus tax. All antennas are new, in limited quan-
tities, for pickup in Sequim. Call Larry Douglas at 
681-6904 or email larry@escproducts.com 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

JUNE HAUGEN                 6th      RODNEY SHIPPEE  10th 
DAVID MATTINGLY         15th      THOMAS BARELLI  16th 
LINDA TACKER               17th      RICHARD MICHELS  20th 
JIM JONES               24th      JACK DAY                   27th 
LINDA STEFFEN               31st 

All For the Purpose of Marking Time 
By Lieutenant Commander David C. Holly, U.S. 

Navy 
From U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings, Vol. 79, 

No. 3, March 1953 
 
It was early evening of April 2, 1762. A light rain 
wet the faces of the oddly assorted group of men 
huddled in a boat rowing hastily from the landing 
of the Portsmouth Naval Docks out into the stream 
toward his Britannic Majesty’s sloop-of-war Mer-
lin, standing into her anchorage after coming up 
with the tide that afternoon. The whine of the cable 
in the hawse and the rattle of blocks in the rigging 
announced that she had reached her anchorage, and 
the little vessel, swinging with the tide, lay dwarfed 
among the heavy ships of the line riding at anchor. 
 The hired boatmen bent to their oars, urged 
on by the air of tenseness and expectancy obvious 
in the faces of their passengers. One old man in the 
sternsheets seemed scarcely able to constrain his 
anxiety. He was perhaps seventy and had the indis-
tinguishable look of a man who had spent long 
hours over a workbench. He sat hunched forward, 
his hands, long and slender as a woman’s, clasping 
and unclasping over his knees. As the boat came 
under the low counter of the sloop and up to the 
ladder, he stood up unsteadily; then without a back-
ward glance at his fellow passengers or the boat-
men awaiting their due, he clambered on the deck 
of the sloop. As he hauled himself over the rail, a 
man among a group by the taffrail suddenly de-
tached himself, grasped the old man by the shoul-
ders in a strong embrace. Without a word, the two 
moved hastily aft, followed by the other passengers 
brought from shore in the boat, to a little wooden 
deckhouse apparently constructed hastily in the lee 
of the raised companionway. 
 Inside the little shelter on the after deck of 
the Merlin, by the dwindling light of a rainy eve-
ning, the rather odd group of men peered through a 
case at what seemed to be a large silver watch 
about five inches in diameter, weighing about three 
and a half pounds. Beside the watch was a log-
book, full of figures representing daily calculations 
since the day of November 6 of the previous year, 
1761. As the men perused first the watch and then 
the log-book, the moment of tenseness suddenly 

became a moment of triumph. The old man, over-
come with relief and the climax of the moment, 
stepped out into the rain and leaned his head 
against his folded arms. 
 His name was John Harrison. For over 
thirty years he had labored, plied his ingenuity and 
his skill, spent his resources, and fought bitter bat-
tles with jealous opponents for this moment. For 
most of his life he had worked, practically night 
and day, with an almost fanatical singleness of pur-
pose, to prove to the British Government, to the 
skeptics in the Greenwich Observatory, to the Ad-
miralty, and to the maritime interests of the world 
that he could build a timekeeper so accurate, so 
constant in its rate, and so impervious to shock, 
temperature and other disturbances that it would 
serve as a measure of longitude for a ship at sea. 
No one yet had solved the riddle of determining 
longitude at sea. The entire maritime world, the 
governments whose nationalism or imperialism 
carried their interest to the far corners of the earth, 
had been demanding a mariner’s method of deter-
mining longitude, even from the first days of ex-
ploration, and for over a century prizes, rewards, 
and incentives of all sort had been offered for its 
development. With Harrison’s chronometer in the 
case aboard the Merlin and the log-books to prove 
its accuracy, even under the most exacting condi-
tions, the problem had found its master. 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 

 
August Exercise 

 
You spend the night anchored off the southern end 
of Toandos Peninsula near Oak Head Light where 
you have been getting oysters and butter clams.  
The next morning you want to head back to your 
moorage at Pleasant Harbour.  After scanning the 
entire shoreline with your binoculars you are un-
able to spot the entrance to the Harbour.  
 
You check your chart and find a true course of 
254o from your current position to the entrance.  
What would your compass course be if the varia-
tion in the area is 18oE and your boats compass has 
no deviation? 
 
Send your answer and calculations to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
 
 

Jim & Gloria Fitzpatrick and the Seattle skyline 
 

Photo courtesy of Jim Jones 
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 
 
 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


