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Sign Up Early and Save 
 

The NOSPS Board has approved a premium of $10 for 
all members who sign up for a course less than 30 days 
prior to the course start date. If a course is scheduled to 
begin on November 1, anyone signing up less than 30 
days prior to November 1, will have to pay an addi-
tional $10 in addition to the stated course fee. This 
move was necessary to help defray shipping and han-
dling charges for the supplemental ordering of course 
supplies. Watch the Straitlines for course start dates, 
sign up early, and save $10!! 

What are Merit Marks? 
Ted Shanks, Commander 

 
At squadron meetings, rendezvous, classes and other 

activities there are a few members who are there before dur-
ing or after each event to set up, help conduct the event or 
clean up afterwards. These folks are squadron officers, mem-
bers and volunteers, all of whom do the work to ensure that 
your experience is a pleasant one and one that accomplishes 
the task at hand. “Volunteer,” means that that person doesn’t 
get paid for the work they do. We always try hard to remem-
ber to “pay” these people with a “thank you” for their work. 
Sometimes their only payback is the satisfaction of a job well 
done. 

That’s not the only way those persons can be paid 
for their work. Since we (NOSPS or USPS) cannot reward 
them with money, we are able to thank them in another way, 
which is to award them with recognition in the form of a 
“Merit Mark.” Each year in November each squadron com-
mander submits recommendations for “Merit Marks” to Na-
tional USPS. If approved these are “…awarded by the chief 
commander to a member for substantial effort in personally 
furthering the interests, programs and objectives of USPS, its 
districts and squadrons. It is a coveted award; it is by and 
large the only official recognition a member receives for his/
her efforts.” [USPS Operations Manual chapter 16.1] Only 
one merit mark may be awarded in a year to member. A cer-
tificate is issued, notation made to the member’s record and a 
special insignia may be worn on USPS uniforms. 
The next time you see a fellow member performing a “small 
job” in the background of a squadron activity, take the time to 
thank them for doing this work. It shouldn’t be “thankless 
work.” Better yet, step forward and offer to help out or give 
them a break and offer to be an assistant or trainee to take 
over that job next year. 

EDUCATIONAL   ACTIVITIES 
ADVANCED GRADE TRAINING 

The following Advanced Grade courses are 
planned to be scheduled starting in January: 
Seamanship - this course builds on the basics 
learned in the Boating/Boat Smart courses.   
It is the foundation for other “advanced grade” 
courses.  The course will be taught by                         
Paul Mowery assisted by Gary Yaruss. 
Schedule: Mondays - Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 16, 23, 
Mar 1 - 7 to 9 PM at the Port Angeles Yacht Club 
The cost will be $29.50 
Piloting - this course is the first of a two-part pro-
gram studying inland and coastal navigation.  Its                  
focus is on the fundamentals of piloting - keeping 
track of a boat’s movements, determining one’s 
position at any time and laying out courses to a 
planned destination.   The instructor will be Frank 
Benson, JN,with an assistant yet to be detemined. 
Schedule: Tuesdays - Jan 13, 20, 27, Feb 3, 10, 
17, 24, Mar 2, 9 - 7 to 9 PM at the John Wayne                                     
Marina classroom.  The cost will be $36.00 
Advanced Piloting - this course is the continua-
tion of Piloting.  The objective of this rigorous                                     
course is to provide a well-rounded background 
for safe piloting in ocean coastal waters, lakes 
and rivers for large and small boats.  The course 
will  be taught by Peyton Greenough and Dave 
Mattingley.    
Schedule: Wednesdays - Jan 21, 28, Feb 4, 11, 
18, 25, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Apr 7  -7 to 9 PM 
At the John Wayne Marina classroom.  The cost 
will be $49.00 
To sign up for any of the above, contact Mark 
Lewis at 683-9479 or by e-mail at  
pamalew @olypen.com 
         
Remember - a $10.00 surcharge will be assessed 
for sign-ups less than 30 days in advance of the                       
first class. 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ted Shanks, P                 582-0253 
    450 North St. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Richard Michels,  AP               681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN             457-0684 
 433 Herrick Road 
   Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Executive Committee 
 Robert DeLand S 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Craig Paulson, P 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
  
Rules Committee 
  
 Bob Sorenson, P 
Budget and Finance 
 Eugene Haugen JN 
 Bruce Purdy P 
 Hal Gilmour S 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 
Public Relations  

Historian 
Education Committee 
 Richard Michels,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 George Walker,  AP 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, P  582-0253 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Hank David,  P  417-7570  
    460 Vogt Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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                   USPS PLEDGE 
 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  

United States Power Squadrons®; 
Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 

Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

BRUCE PURDY 6TH 
ALAN RUE 11TH 

HARVEY SMITH 14TH 
LINDA NEWTON 17TH 

CORNELIS ECKERSON 19TH 
JAN MELL 26TH 

JIM FITZPATRICK 28TH 
LAEL LEWIS 28TH 

 

Administrative Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Tom Chandler 

USSPS Dinner Meeting 
 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, December 8, 
2003, at the Port Angeles Yacht Club.  
The Yacht Club is located in West Boat Haven, behind 
Destiny Restaurant. It is on Marine Drive, in Port Angeles. 
Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 
hours.  B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to violate 
any open container laws. 
It is a potluck dinner with the Squadron providing Ham and 
Chicken as the main dish. Please bring a side dish. The 
price is $5.00. 
 
Our speaker will be Mr. Tom Pope, boat surveyor. 

NOSPS Board Meeting 
Café Garden 

November 17, 2003 
 

Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to order. The 
minutes of the last general and board meeting were ap-
proved as printed in The Straitlines. Some suggestions 
were made as to how we might determine how many people 
would just as soon receive meeting reminders, Straitlines 
and other information via email. A Treasurer’s report was 
given. 
A nominating committee needs to be formed to determine a 
slate for next year’s NOSPS Board. Peyton Greenough, 
Hank David and Bob Stearns will serve on this committee. 
As there appears to be some inconsistencies as to the dead-
line when a budget needs to be formed for the following 
term, it was suggested that the bylaws be changed to have 
the budget year coincide with the Bridge term. Ideas were 
discussed as to how we might increase revenue within 
NOSPS. Following a lengthy discussion about fundraising, 
it was moved, seconded and passed that we raise the dues 
by $5 next year. Rick Mell, Ron Jones, Joel Magisos and 
Ted Shanks will serve on a budget oversight committee. All 
Vessel Safety Checkers have met the minimum number of 
checks this year to be qualified. More NOSPS patches are 
needed and Ted will look into having them made. The Ca-
nadian License course needs to be publicized to the Sequim 
Bay Yacht Club and Port Angeles Yacht club and that per-
haps Dan Hart, local columnist for the PDN would mention 
this course in his column. It was also suggested that it be 
advertised in The Straitlines. Under new business it was 
suggested that the Bridge might consider a Bridge meeting 
every other month next year using the alternate meeting 
date to have committees to meet. This discussion and the 
suggestion of having a Rummage Sale were tabled until 
next month. 
 
The next general meeting will be on Monday, December 8th 
at Port Angeles Yacht Club. Our speaker will be Thomas 
Polk, a marine surveyor. Members are asked to bring either 
a side dish to share or a dessert. A donation of $5 at the 
door will be asked of each attendee to cover the cost of 
meat and soft drinks. Other beverages will be BYOB. Paper 
plates, utensils, napkins and cups will be provided. All 
members will be expected to help set up and clean up after 
the event. 
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Mandatory Boating Education?  
In 2001, Washington ranked fourth in the nation 
for the number of boating fatalities per 100,000 
registered boats, said Dona Wolfe, Washington 
state boating safety education coordinator. Wash-
ington has averaged about 30 boating fatalities a 
year since 1985. Currently 31 of the 50 states re-
quire boaters to pass some sort of education 
course. In 1999, Oregon approved creation of a 
program and Canada instituted a mandatory edu-
cation program. 
 
The above report is in response to a Senate Bill 
passed during the 2003 session, which required a 
study of boating safety in Washington State and 
to suggest ways of reducing accidents, fatalities 
and near misses. Officials with the state parks and 
recreation commission boating programs recently 
released a report that calls for such a program. 
The program being considered would require 
boat operate to successfully complete an educa-
tion course or pass an exam testing boating 
knowledge. A state operators card would be re-
quired for anyone operating a motorboat of 10 
horsepower or more. Parks staff will present a 
final report to the Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission at its Dec. 4 meeting at 
Cedar River Environmental Learning Center in 
North Bend. If approved by the commission, 
State Parks will then present the report to the 
Legislature for final approval in January. 
 
The public is being given the chance to comment 
on the report before it is finalized and presented 
to the Washington State Legislature next year. 
(2004) 

Do you wish to comment on the proposed 
Mandatory Boating Education legislation 
for Washington State? All comments 
must be received by Nov. 28. You have 
less than 10 days to do so.  

To comment, contact James Horan at (360) 586-
6600 or james.horan@parks.wa.gov 
Or contact Dona Wolfe at (360) 586-6599 or 
dona.wolfe@parks.wa.gov. 

NOSPS General Meeting 
Secret Garden 

November 10, 2003 
 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to order and led 
the group in the pledge of allegiance. June Haugen gave the 
invocation. The minutes of the previous meeting were ap-
proved as printed in The Straitlines. Cliff and Joy Brown 
and George Schoenfeld were inducted into the club as new 
members. Bob Brummett directed the discussion of the 
monthly quiz. Peyton Greenough, SEO announced several 
classes that will be scheduled this winter. (See The Straitli-
nes for class schedules.) Ric Mell gave a Treasurer’s Re-
port and announced that there is approximately $3,000 in 
the account. A Brainstorming Session was held to generate 
some ideas as to how we might be able to increase our in-
come for the following year. The ideas are the following: 
-Add a little more money onto each dinner- 
-Add a little more money to classes so they will at least 
break even after books and postage have been paid- 
-Increase dues by $5- 
-Conduct Fund Raisers- 
-Decrease Straitlines costs by eliminating summer issues- 
-Cut the number of Straitlines copies mailed- 
-Send Straitlines via email- 
-Solicit more paid ads are needed in The Straitlines- 
 
The next general meeting will be held on Monday, Decem-
ber 8th at the Port Angeles Yacht Club. The speaker for the 
evening will be a marine surveyor. Sign-up sheets were 
passed out for members to sign to bring either a side dish or 
a dessert to the December meeting. A donation of $5 will be 
asked of each member at the door to cover the cost of meat, 
soft drinks and coffee. Other beverages will be BYOB. 
Plates, cups, napkins and all utensils will be furnished. 
 
As no one claimed the first ticket pulled for the clock raffle, 
another name was draw and Tom Chandler won the clock. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Shanks, Secretary 
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THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 
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IQ TO BE OFFERED IN FEBRUARY  

 
Our very own Joel Magisos will be teaching 
the valuable Instructor Qualification course 
beginning Thursday, February 19th at 7pm at 
the PAYC and lasting through April 1, 2004.  
One of the best features of this course is that 
it's free to our members.  Here's your chance 
to improve your presentation and public 
speaking skills as well as learn how to oper-
ate some of the exciting new NOSPS hard-
ware such as the IBM laptop and PowerPoint 
projector. 
USPS National describes the course as: 
"...............the Instructor Development course 
is not designed to enhance boating skills. 
Rather, its emphasis is on enhancing instruc-
tor skills. The course has been designed to 
demonstrate interactive teaching methods 
focused on adult learning. Students are re-
quired to prepare lesson plans and give four 
presentations to their peers utilizing a variety 
of teaching aids and presentation skills. Each 
presentation is to be given on a topic from 
one of the public boating classes with the in-
tent that upon completion of the course every 
student will be qualified to teach or proctor at 
a squadron boating class." 
To sign up for this course, please contact 
Richard Michels at 681-4762, or by email at 
rmichels47@yahoo.com. 
 

Boat U.S. has learned that some of the plastic 
flare guns made by Olin (now Orion) can't be 
opened wide enough to accept a flare cartridge 
and would be useless in an emergency. Ted 
Swanson, a marine surveyor in Florida, regularly 
checks flare guns while doing surveys and found 
that 13% of the Olin guns (9 out of 69) he has 
inspected can't be fully opened. 
A spokesman at Orion Safety Products confirmed 
the problem; nylon material used to keep the 
breech closed can deform and jam the opening 
mechanism. 
Any Olin plastic flare gun is suspect, as are Orion 
guns made before 2000, the year the mechanism 
was re-engineered (guns with the modification 
have the USCG approval code 160.028/12/1 
stamped on the body). A recall has not been is-
sued, although Orion has agreed to replace any of 
the defective guns, regardless of age. Orion rec-
ommends checking the operation of the guns now 
and at the beginning of every season: if the 
breech won't open, the gun should be sent back 
for replacement. 
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November Exercise: 
You first write down: T,V,M,D and C vertically 
and fill in the information you have and make the 
necessary calculations where you add West varia-
tion and deviation and subtract East variation and 
deviation when starting with a True heading to 
determine your Compass heading. 
 
T  341o  Measured from your chart. 
V    19o E From the compass rose on your chart. 
M 322o  Calculated by applying V to T. 
D      2o  From your deviation table. 
C  320o  Calculated by applying D to M. 
 
Your intention is to come to your compass course 
and find a land mark on the opposite side to head 
for.  Therefore you did not allow for current. 

 
December Exercise: 

 
Last month you intended to come to your com-
pass course of 320o and find a land mark on the 
opposite side to head for.  Therefore you did not 
allow for current.  As you headed out of Prevost 
Harbor you find the opposite shore covered with 
fog.  Unable to find a point of land to head for 
you check your tidal current tables and find an 
unexpected current (set 203o true and drift of 1.8 
knots) during your expected travel time.  The true 
course from your chart was 341o. 
 
Your boats cruising speed is 12.0 knots.  The 
variation in the area is still 19o E and your boats 
compass deviation at the new course is still 2o E.  
What compass course should you use to compen-
sate for the current?  The charted distance across 
Boundary Pass to your destination is 3.7 nautical 
miles;  how long should your trip take? 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
Send your answer and work to: 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. US Hwy. 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 
98555 
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Even on warm days, midwinter waters can be cold enough to kill. 
Hypothermia, the lowering of body temperature, isn’t something 
that happens only to people who fall overboard; in fact, you don’t 
even have to get wet. But a good soaking greatly enhances the 
process by which the victim loses heat, and that process has to be 
interrupted and then reversed in order for the internal temperature 
to return to normal operating levels. 

In attempting to aid a victim, keep in mind that heat loss is accom-
panied by loss of muscle strength, including the heart, and strain, 
rough handling or sudden movements can result in cardiac arrest. 

Follow these three steps; 
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If you can, lay the victim face-up on a flat surface, with feet higher 
than head. 

One way to reverse the process is with warm, moist fabrics applied 
directly to the skin, remoistened with water at about 110°F. Others 
are a warm blanket with a hot water bottle, a warm bathtub or 
shower, a sleeping bag with a heat source or even your own body 
heat. Be sure to make provisions for restoring your own lost body 
heat during and especially after this procedure. 

Mouth-to-mouth breathing works as well, even when a subject is 
conscious, because your own breath will be warmer than the vic-
tim’s. Be sure to breathe "with" the victim, not against him. You 
may also want to wrap the victim’s head in a loose scarf to con-
serve the heated air. 

Here are some equally important Don’ts: Don’t use or give alcohol, 
rub frozen body areas (especially don’t rub them with snow), ac-
cept a victim’s plea that he is "fine", or wrap the victim in anything 
without a built-in source of heat.  �
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In 2002, the most common types of boats 
involved in reported accidents were open 
motorboats (41%), PWC (28%) and cabin 
motorboats (15%). Sharp increases were seen in 
the number of reported fatalities involving open 
motorboats (423) and PWC (71) from 2001. 
Also noteworthy in 2002 is the sharp decrease in 
the number of fatalities involving canoes/kayaks 
(78) from the (101) fatalities reportd in 2001.  
Twenty-eight (28) children age 12 and under lost 

 
Alerts 

 

Potential Explosion/Fire Hazard  
 

Potential Explosion/Fire 
Hazard  
 

As a result of an explosion and fire that 
totally destroyed a boat this summer it 
has been discovered that some num-
ber of MATHERS (MMC) Multi-
Station Propulsion Control systems 
installed in boats between 1997 and 
2000 may have been installed with an 
incorrect relay in the engine compart-
ment that could result in an explosion/
fire. The relays in question were part 
number 1114  (for 12 volt DC systems) 
or 1122 (24 volt systems). If your boat 
has MMC controls, you should verify 
that the part number has suffix H, or 
K. For example 1114H.  Should you 
have questions, please contact either 
Dick Blackman at Coast Guard Head-
quarters (202-267-6810), or the manu-
facturer, ZF Marine, Grady Halterman 
(800-546-5455). 

RECREATIONAL BOATING ACCIDENTS  
IN THE UNITED STATES – CALENDAR 

YEAR 2002  
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Final Report is pending  
The fifty States, five U.S. Territories and the 
District of Columbia submit recreational boating 
accident report data to the U.S. Coast Guard. 
Current federal regulations require the operator of 
a recreational vessel to report an accident when: a 
person dies; a person is injured and requires 
medical treatment beyond first aid; damage to 
vessels and other property totals $2,000 or more 
or there is a complete loss of any vessel; or when 
a person disappears from the vessel under 
circumstances that indicate death or injury. 
Accident and boat registration statistics are 
compiled annually and are used in the 
development and implementation of boating 
safety initiatives.  
In 2002, States and jurisdictions reported a total 
of 13,040,726 registered recreational boats 
compared to 12,876,346 in 2001. The 5,705 
boating accidents reported to the U.S. Coast 
Guard last year resulted in 750 fatalities, 4,062 
serious injuries, and $39,185,172 in property 
damage. The 750 fatalities reverse a downward 
trend and are at their highest level since 1998 
when 815 fatalities were reported.  
The most reported types of accidents are 
collisions with other vessels. However, capsizing 
and falls overboard are the most reported types of 
fatal accidents and account for over half (56%) of 
all boating fatalities. Boat operators need to pay 
attention to the capacity label on their boat and be 
careful not to overload small boats (less than 20 
feet) with passengers and/or gear. Overall, 
operator inattention, operator inexperience, 
and excessive speed are the leading contributing 
factors of all reported accidents.  
Seventy percent of all fatal boating accident 
victims drowned (524 out of 750). Nearly 85% of 
the victims who drowned were not wearing their 
personal flotation device (PFD or life jacket). 
Overall, fatal accident data show approximately 
440 lives could have been saved last year if 
boaters had worn their life jackets.  
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 

USSPS Dinner Meeting 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, December 8, 2003, at the  

Port Angeles Yacht Club.  
The Yacht Club is located in West Boat Haven, behind Destiny  

Restaurant. It is on Marine Drive, in Port Angeles. 
Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 hours.  
B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to violate any open  

container laws. 
It is a potluck dinner with the Squadron providing Ham and Chicken  

as the main dish. Please bring a side dish. The price is $5.00. 
Our speaker will be Mr. Tom Pope, boat surveyor. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


