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What are Merit Marks?
Ted Shanks, Commander

At squadron meetings, rendezvous, classes and
activities there are a few members who are theferéaur-
ing or after each event to set up, help conductetrent of
clean up afterwards. These folks are squadronesffjanem
bers and volunteers, all of whom do the work touemghat
your experience is a pleasant one and one thatrgtished
the task at hand. “Volunteer,” means that that gedoesn’{
get paid for the work they do. We always try hardgmem|
ber to “pay” these people with a “thank you” foethwork.
Sometimes their only payback is the satisfactioa gdb well
done.

That's notthe only way those persons can be
for their work. Since we (NOSPS or USPS) cannot
them with money, we are able to thank them in agrotiay,
which is to award them with recognition in the fowh a
“Merit Mark.” Each year in November each squadrame
mander submits recommendations for “Merit MarksNa-
tional USPS. If approved these are “...awarded byctiief
commander to a member for substantial effort irseally
furthering the interests, programs and objectiied SPS, itg
districts and squadrons. It is a coveted awards iy and
large the only official recognition a member reesivfor his,
her efforts.” [USPS Operations Manual chapter 1@h]y
one merit mark may be awarded in a year to menfbeer-
tificate is issued, notation made to the membextord and
special insignia may be worn on USPS uniforms.

The next time you see a fellow member performirfgraall
job” in the background of a squadron activity, talke time tg
thank them for doing this work. It shouldn't be dtiklesd
work.” Better yet, step forward and offer to helpt @r give|
them a break and offer to be an assistant or &aioetakd
over that job next year.

s

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
ADVANCED GRADE TRAINING
otg following Advanced Grade courses are
planned to be scheduled starting in January:
Seamanship this course builds on the basics
learned in the Boating/Boat Smart courses.
It is the foundation for other “advanced grade”
courses. The course will be taught by
Paul Mowery assisted by Gary Yaruss.
Schedule: Mondays - Jan 19, 26, Feb 2, 16, 2
Mar 1 - 7 to 9 PM at the Port Angeles Yacht C
iqe cost will be $29.50
Piloting - this course is the first of a two-part pf
gram studying inland and coastal navigation.
focus is on the fundamentals of piloting - keep
track of a boat's movements, determining one
position at any time and laying out courses to
planned destination. The instructor will be Fr
Benson, JN,with an assistant yet to be detemi
Schedule: Tuesdays - Jan 13, 20, 27, Feb 3, 1
17, 24, Mar 2, 9 7 to 9 PM at the John Wayne
Marina classroom. The cost will be $36.00
Advanced Piloting this course is the continua-
tion of Piloting. The objective of this rigorous
course is to provide a well-rounded backgroun
for safe piloting in ocean coastal waters, lakes
and rivers for large and small boats. The cour
will be taught by Peyton Greenough and Davz
Mattingley.
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Sign Up Early and Save

The NOSPS Board has approved a premium of $10
all members who sign up for a course less thanay8 ¢
prior to the course start date. If a course is daleal to
begin on November 1, anyone signing up less than
days prior to November 1, will have to pay an addi-
tional $10 in addition to the stated course feés Th
move was necessary to help defray shipping and ha
dling charges for the supplemental ordering of seur
supplies. Watch the Straitlines for course stargla
sign up early, and save $10!!

Schedule: Wednesdays - Jan 21, 28, Feb 4, 11,
18, 25, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Apr 7 -7to 9 PM
At the John Wayne Marina classroom. The cgst
(R4 be $49.00

To sign up for any of the above, contact Mark
Jeewis at 683-9479 or by e-mail at

pamalew @olypen.com

mRemember - a $10.00 surcharge will be assessed
for signups less than 30 days in advance of the
first class.
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NOSPS Board Meeting
Café Garden
November 17, 2003

Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to ordher. T
minutes of the last general and board meeting apre
proved as printed ifhe Straitlines Some suggestions

would just as soon receive meeting remindstsaitlines
and other information via email. A Treasurer’s nepyeas
given.

A nominating committee needs to be formed to detera
slate for next year's NOSPS Board. Peyton Greenough
Hank David and Bob Stearns will serve on this cottaai
As there appears to be some inconsistencies as ttetd-
line when a budget needs to be formed for the iolig
term, it was suggested that the bylaws be charghedwve

Administrative Officer's Report
Lt/C Tom Chandler
USSPS Dinner Meeting

The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, December
2003, at the Port Angeles Yacht Club.
The Yacht Club is located in West Boat Haven, behin

were made as to how we might determine how manglpg¢®estiny Restaurant. It is on Marine Drive, in PAngeles.

Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner ab@9
hours. B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as taoviolate
any open container laws.

It is a potluck dinner with the Squadron providiigm and
Chicken as the main dish. Please bring a side dish.
price is $5.00.

Our speaker will be Mr. Tom Pope, boat surveyor.

the budget year coincide with the Bridge term. fdeare
discussed as to how we might increase revenuenwithi
NOSPS. Following a lengthy discussion about fursiingj,
it was moved, seconded and passed that we raiskitse
by $5 next year. Rick Mell, Ron Jones, Joel Mageus
Ted Shanks will serve on a budget oversight coreenitAll

checks this year to be qualified. More NOSPS pateine
needed and Ted will look into having them made. The
nadian License course needs to be publicized t&dogim
Bay Yacht Club and Port Angeles Yacht club and pleait
haps Dan Hart, local columnist for the PDN wouldhiien
this course in his column. It was also suggestatlitiioe
advertised inrhe Straitlines.Under new business it was

Vessel Safety Checkers have met the minimum nuwibef

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
BRUCE PURDY 6TH
ALAN RUE 11TH
HARVEY SMITH 14TH
LINDA NEWTON 17TH
CORNELIS ECKERSON 19TH

JAN MELL 26TH
JIM FITZPATRICK 28TH
LAEL LEWIS 28TH

suggested that the Bridge might consider a Bridgetimg
every other month next year using the alternatdinge
date to have committees to meet. This discussidritan
suggestion of having a Rummage Sale were tablald unt
next month.

The next general meeting will be on Monday, Decengie
at Port Angeles Yacht Club. Our speaker will be ke
Polk, a marine surveyor. Members are asked to lwiithgr
a side dish to share or a dessert. A donation @it $5e
door will be asked of each attendee to cover tis¢ @o
meat and soft drinks. Other beverages will be BY®&per
plates, utensils, napkins and cups will be providdd

CHRIS Residential

Commercial

SPARKS Specialty Coatings
Faux Designs
PAINTING Color Consulting

CHRISSP998QW
BONDED AND INSURED

(360) 681-0903
(360) 460-0659

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE

members will be expected to help set up and clgaater
the event.

USPS PLEDGE

| do solemnly pledge to:
Abide by the bylaws of the
United States Power Squadrons®;
Promote high standards of navigation and seamansh
Maintain my boat and operate it legally;
Render assistance whenever possible;
And conduct myself in a manner that will add pigssti

honor and respect to the United States Power Sona®

Waypoint
Elec){rponics

Hank David
460 Vogt Rd.
Port Angeles, WA. 98362
(360)-417-7570
Fax (360-417-7577
Cell (360)-460-8338
hdavid@olypen.com

F.C.C. LICENSED
MARINE RADAR
QUALIFIED

MEMBER

ABYC

Setting Standards for Safer Boating
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NOSPS General Meeting
Secret Garden
November 10, 2003

Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to ordEleal]
the group in the pledge of allegiance. June Hauggee the

proved as printed iffhe Straitlines.Cliff and Joy Brown

membersBob Brummett directed the discussion of the
monthly quiz.Peyton Greenough SEO announced sever,
classes that will be scheduled this winter. (Bee Straitli-
nesfor class schedulesRic Mell gave a Treasurer’s Re-
port and announced that there is approximatelyCkBi0
the account. A Brainstorming Session was held tegde
some ideas as to how we might be able to increasmo
come for the following year. The ideas are theofelhg:
-Add a little more money onto each dinner-

-Add a little more money to classes so they wilkaist
break even after books and postage have been paid-
-Increase dues by $5-

-Conduct Fund Raisers-

-Decreasstraitlinescosts by eliminating summer issues|
-Cut the number obtraitlines copies mailed-
-SendStraitlinesvia email-

-Solicit more paid ads are needed'lme Straitlines

The next general meeting will be held on Mondaygéra-

evening will be a marine surveyor. Sign-up sheetseew
passed out for members to sign to bring eitheda dish or
a dessert to the December meeting. A donation afifhe
asked of each member at the door to cover theofaseat,
soft drinks and coffee. Other beverages will be BYO
Plates, cups, napkins and all utensils will be igired.

As no one claimed the first ticket pulled for tHeak raffle,
another name was draw and Tom Chandler won thé&.cld

The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Shanks, Secretary

invocation The minutes of the previous meeting were apyear since 1985. Currently 31 of the 50 states

andGeorge Schoenfeldvere inducted into the club as nevg

ber &" at the Port Angeles Yacht Club. The speaker fer {fhorsepower or more. Parks staff will present a

Mandatory Boating Education?
In 2001, Washington ranked fourth in the natig
for the number of boating fatalities per 100,00
registered boats, said Dona Wolfe, Washingto
state boating safety education coordinator. W34
ington has averaged about 30 boating fatalitie

uire boaters to pass some sort of education

course. In 1999, Oregon approved creation of
bprogram and Canada instituted a mandatory &
cation program.

passed during the 2003 session, which requirg
study of boating safety in Washington State ar
to suggest ways of reducing accidents, fatalitig
and near misses. Officials with the state parks
recreation commission boating programs rece

L The program being considered would require
boat operate to successfully complete an edug
tion course or pass an exam testing boating

quired for anyone operating a motorboat of 10

final report to the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission at its Dec. 4 meeting
Cedar River Environmental Learning Center irj
North Bend. If approved by the commission,
State Parks will then present the report to the
Legislature for final approval in January.

CThe public is being given the chance to comm
on the report before it is finalized apcesented
to the Washington State Legislature next year
(2004)

WASHINGTON
FIRE & SAFETY
EQUIPMENT

DAVID G. MORSE

Bus. (360) 457-1217
936 Marine Drive » P.O.Box 1777 e« Port Angeles, WA 98362

Do you wish to comment on the proposed
Mandatory Boating Education legislation

for Washington State? All comments

must be received by Nov. 28. You have

less than 10 days to do so.

To comment, contact James Horan at (360) 54
6600 orjlames.horan@parks.wa.gov

Or contact Dona Wolfe at (360) 586-6599 or
dona.wolfe@parks.wa.gov

The above report is in response to a Senate Bjll

released a report that calls for such a prograni.

knowledge. A state operators card would be re
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Boat U.S. has learned that some of the plastic
flare guns made by Olin (now Orion) can't be
opened wide enough to accept a flare cartridg
and would be useless in an emergency. Ted
Swanson, a marine surveyor in Florida, regul

that 13% of the Olin guns (9 out of 69) he has
inspected can't be fully opened.

A spokesman at Orion Safety Products confirn
the problem; nylon material used to keep the

I
checks flare guns while doing surveys and foﬁL

117

y
d

ned

12

breech closed can deform and jam the openin

mechanism.

Any Olin plastic flare gun is suspect, as are O
guns made before 2000, the year the mechan
was re-engineered (guns with the modification
have the USCG approval code 160.028/12/1
stamped on the body). A recall has not been i
sued, although Orion has agreed to replace ar
the defective guns, regardless of age. Orion re
ommends checking the operation of the guns
and at the beginning of every season: if the
breech won't open, the gun should be sent ba
for replacement.

ion 1Q TO BE OFFERED IN FEBRUARY

sm

Our very own Joel Magisos will be teaching
the valuable Instructor Qualification course
beginning Thursday, February 19th at 7pm at
yhef PAYC and lasting through April 1, 2004.
©ne of the best features of this course is that
@9 free to our members. Here's your chance
to improve your presentation and public
Ckpeaking skills as well as learn how to oper-
ate some of the exciting new NOSPS hard-
ware such as the IBM laptop and PowerPoint

projector.

USPS National describes the course as:
T the Instructor Development course
is not designed to enhance boating skills.
Rather, its emphasis is on enhancing instruc-
tor skills. The course has been designed to
demonstrate interactive teaching methods
focused on adult learning. Students are re-
quired to prepare lesson plans and give four

presentations to their peers utilizing a variety
of teaching aids and presentation skills. Each
presentation is to be given on a topic from
one of the public boating classes with the in-
tent that upon completion of the course every
student will be qualified to teach or proctor at
a squadron boating class."”

To sign up for this course, please contact
Richard Michels at 681-4762, or by email at
rmichels47@yahoo.com.

THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR
STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS
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November Exercise:
You first write down: T,V,M,D and C vertically
and fill in the information you have and make
necessary calculations where you add West v
tion and deviation and subtract East variation
deviation when starting with a True heading to
determine your Compass heading.

T 341 Measured from your chart.

V 19 E From the compass rose on your cha
M 322° Calculated by applying Vto T.

D 2 From your deviation table.

C 320 Calculated by applying D to M.

Your intention is to come to your compass coy
and find a land mark on the opposite side to h
for. Therefore you did not allow for current.

rlEeyen on warm days, midwinter waters can be coldighdo kill.

Rlil@othermia, the lowering of body temperature, tiswmething
hthat happens only to people who fall overboardaat, you don't
even have to get wet. But a good soaking greathaeces the
process by which the victim loses heat, and thatgss has to be
interrupted and then reversed in order for therivatietemperature
to return to normal operating levels.

.{n attempting to aid a victim, keep in mind thaahiss is accom
panied by loss of muscle strength, including therhi@nd strain,
rough handling or sudden movements can resultroia@arrest.

Follow these three steps;

rse
bad

December Exercise:

Last month you intended to come to your com
pass course of 32@nd find a land mark on the
opposite side to head for. Therefore you did n
allow for current. As you headed out of Prevo

fog. Unable to find a point of land to head for
you check your tidal current tables and find an
unexpected current (set 20Bue and drift of 1.8
knots) during your expected travel time. The
course from your chart was 341

Your boats cruising speed is 12.0 knots. The
variation in the area is still 2& and your boats
compass deviation at the new course is stil.2
What compass course should you use to com

Boundary Pass to your destination is 3.7 nauti
miles; how long should your trip take?

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Send your answer and work to:

Robert E. Brummett

40590 N. US Hwy. 101

Lilliwaup, WA

98555

Harbor you find the opposite shore covered wi

sate for the current? The charted distance acfoss

! "#

If you can, lay the victim face-up on a flat sudawith feet highe
than head.

One way to reverse the process is with warm, nfaisics applied

directly to the skin, remoistened with water at@hbl0°F. Otherg

@te a warm blanket with a hot water bottle, a whatitub or

ﬁhower, a sleeping bag with a heat source or ewengwn body

eat. Be sure to make provisions for restoring yown lost body
at during and especially after this procedure.

Mouth-to-mouth breathing works as well, even whesulbject is
conscious, because your own breath will be warinan the vic-
tim’'s. Be sure to breathe "with" the victim, noaagst him. You
MY also want to wrap the victim’s head in a lossaf to con-
serve the heated air.

Here are some equally important Don’ts: Don't usgiwe alcohol
rub frozen body areas (especially don't rub themhwhow), ac-

cept a victim’s plea that he is "fine", or wrap thetim in anything
without a built-in source of heat.

ben-

cal
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RECREATIONAL BOATING ACCIDENTS
IN THE UNITED STATES — CALENDAR
YEAR 2002
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Final Report is pending
The fifty States, five U.S. Territories and the

accident report data to the U.S. Coast Guard.
Current federal regulations require the operatg
a recreational vessel to report an accident whq

In 2002, the most common types of boats
involved in reported accidents were open
motorboats41%), PWC £8%) and cabin
motorboats 15%). Sharp increases were seen
the number of reported fatalities involvingen
motorboats (423 andPWC (71) from 2001.

District of Columbia submit recreational boatingAlso noteworthy in 2002 is the sharp decrease i

the number of fatalities involvinganoes/kayaks
I(08) from the (101) fatalities reportd in 2001.
waenty-eight (28)children age 12 and under Id

person dies; a person is injured and requires
medical treatment beyond first aid; damage to
vessels and other property totals $2,000 or md
or there is a complete loss of any vessel; or w
a person disappears from the vessel under
circumstances that indicate death or injury.
Accident and boat registration statistics are
compiled annually and are used in the
development and implementation of boating
safety initiatives.

of 13,040,726egistered recreational boats
compared to 12,876,346 in 2001. Th&05
boating accidents reported to the U.S. Coast
Guard last year resulted fibOfatalities, 4,062
serious injuries, and3®,185,172n property
damage. The 750 fatalities reverse a downwa
trend and are at their highest level since 1998
when 815 fatalities were reported.

The most reported types of accidents are

and falls overboardre the most reported types
fatal accidentand account for over hals§%) of
all boating fatalities. Boat operators need to p4
attention to the capacity label on their boat ae
careful not to overload small boats (less than 1
feet) with passengers and/or gear. Overall,
operator inattention, operator inexperience
andexcessive speedre the leading contributing
factors of all reported accidents.

Seventy percenbf all fatal boating accident
victims drowned (524 out of 75Q)early 85% of
the victims who drowned were not wearing the
personal flotation device (PFD or life jacket).
Overall, fatal accident data sh@pproximately
440 lives could have been saved last year if
boaters had worn their life jackets

In 2002 States and jurisdictions reported a total

collisions with other vessels. However, capsizing

pélerts

nen
Potential Explosion/Fire Hazard

Potential Explosion/Fire
Hazard

As a result of an explosion and fire that
totally destroyed a boat this summer it
has been discovered that some num-
ber of MATHERS (MMC) Multi-
Station Propulsion Control  systems
installed in boats between 1997 and
2000 may have been installed with an
incorrect relay in the engine compart-
ment that could result in an explosion/
fire. The relays in question were part
number 1114 (for 12 volt DC systems)
or 1122 (24 volt systems). If your boat
has MMC controls, you should verify
that the part number has suffix H, or

K. For example 1114H. Should you
have questions, please contact either
Dick Blackman at Coast Guard Head-
quarters (202-267-6810), or the manu-
facturer, ZF Marine, Grady Halterman
(800-546-5455).
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Important Website
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - R®B/
http://www.rbaw.org

USSPS Dinner Meeting
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, Decemb@083, at the
Port Angeles Yacht Club.
The Yacht Club is located in West Boat Haven, beliestiny
Restaurant. It is on Marine Drive, in Port Angeles.
Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner ab@%ours.
B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to =@ any open
container laws.
It is a potluck dinner with the Squadron provididgm and Chicken
as the main dish. Please bring a side dish. The Bi$5.00.
Our speaker will be Mr. Tom Pope, boat surveyor.

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at The District 16 Web Page is at
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16

Before you head out on your boat or haul it outtfierwinter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.nt&ct
P/C Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment.
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