
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAITLINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH  OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER  SQUADRON 

A Unit of UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 
A Member of DISTRICT 16 

 ����������	

��������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����������
�����������

                   USPS PLEDGE 
 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  

United States Power Squadrons®; 
Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 

Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

 
THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

BONNIE LUCIER  3RD    
BOB BRUMMETT 11TH 

SYDNEY COPELAND 15TH 
DODIE SPARKS 15TH 
GARY YARUSS 18TH 
CHRIS ZOOK 19TH 

PAUL MOWERY 19TH 
TOM CHANDLER 20TH 
NORMA MICHELS 21ST 

JOHN LEWIS 26TH 
GEORGE WALKER 27TH 

Spring Readiness 
Ted Shanks, Commander, 1 ea. 

 
The odors of drying lacquer, warm salt air 

and green slime at low tide prompt the urge to cast 
off and “get out of Dodge” for a no telephone, no 
e-mail trip away from meetings and scheduled ap-
pointments. As these portents of spring emerge into 
our awareness our good ship Manatee is in the final 
stages of preparations for getting underway for 
some serious boating this year.  Judy has said that 
if we removed all those tools on Manatee we might 
have more space for an extra 200 pounds of sewing 
machine, yarn and fabric.  

Cruising out to old harbors and visiting new 
ones is the topic of the cruise coordinator and the 
cruise captains.  If any of you avid cruisers out 
there have some good suggestions about harbors, 
anchorages, shopping opportunities or other enter-
tainment venues please contact Del Copeland.  He 
will take suggestions to the appropriate cruise cap-
tains. Del will also appreciate volunteers who 
would like to take charge and captain one or two of 
the planned cruises that currently need leaders.   
 One main concern is that the cruise leaders 
would like to be assured that the boats on our 
NOSPS trips be safely equipped for cruising.  The 
best way to know this is for one to have one’s craft 
get a FREE safety check by one of our Vessel 
Safety Examiners.  Nancy Magisos has a staff of 
Examiners standing by to conduct these checks.  
We are training two new examiners this year so we 
won’t be short-handed when ALL of you want 
your boat checked before you leave town on that 
wonderful getaway cruise.   
 This year the Examiner crews are planning 
to have some scheduled examining days at Sequim 
and P.A. where several examiners will be available 
to conduct checks all day on as many vessels as 
possible.  We shall plan these events several days 

or weeks in advance of the cruise departures so 
that discrepancies discovered can be corrected 
before departing. As always, Examiners are still 
on call to conduct safety checks at your conven-
ience on other days. 

The USCG is very serious about security 
and safety these days.  
RUMORED HINT: If Manatee is close to your 
boat (and Manatee is showing a current 2004 in-
spection sticker) and you have none, guess who is 
the “suspect” boat about to be boarded? 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ted Shanks, P                 582-0253 
    450 North St. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Richard Michels,  AP               681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN             457-0684 
 433 Herrick Road 
   Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Executive Committee 
 Robert DeLand S 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Craig Paulson, P 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
  
Rules Committee 
  
 Bob Sorenson, P 
Budget and Finance 
 Eugene Haugen JN 
 Bruce Purdy P 
 Hal Gilmour S 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 
Public Relations  

Historian 
Education Committee 
 Richard Michels,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 George Walker,  AP 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, P  582-0253 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Hank David,  P  417-7570  
    460 Vogt Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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NOSPS 
Board Meeting 

Café Garden Restaurant 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meet-
ing to order.  The minutes of the last meet-
ing were approved as published in The 
Straitlines. 
Commanders Report:  The dues increase 
was approved by the membership at the 
last general meeting.  Departmental budget 
sheets were collected.  Those still working 
on them are to send them to Joel Magisos.  
The budget needs to be ready for the next 
board meeting so it can be presented to the 
membership in March.  Spokane Power 
Squadron is selling raffle tickets to help 
defray the cost of hosting the spring con-
ference.  There is a letter of agreement 
from PAYC governing use of the clubroom 
by NOSPS.  A bill has been received from 
District 16 to cover membership.   
Safety Chairman, Chris Muir  informed 
the Board that a check for $400 is coming 
from District 16 to cover the cost of the 
Fire Demonstration.  Chris gave a detailed 
history of the Fire Demonstration and said 
that the fire port device demonstrated in 
Bellingham can be purchased at West Ma-
rine. 
SEO, Peyton Greenough reported that 
the Weather Class is ongoing and there are 
six Advanced Pilot students.  We are still 
in need of someone for next term to take 
on the responsibilities for Advanced 
Grades, Public Boating and Operational 
Training.  A few more people are needed 
for the Instructional Development class.  It 
was stated that there are an excess of non-
refundable Cruise Planning manuals on 

hand which will soon become obsolete and 
of no further use to the members.  It was 
suggested that the manuals go on sale to 
the general membership for 50% off, 
($12.50).  It was moved, seconded and 
passed that any excess manuals be sold at 
the end of the year.  There will be a $10 
charge for anyone wishing a re-test for a 
course to cover the cost of expenses in-
volved in that transaction.  If a spouse 
wishes to take a course and share a man-
ual, the cost to the spouse will be the net 
of the cost of the course minus the cost of 
the manual.  A discussion was held as to 
the liability to the squadron for monitoring 
the testing for the Canadian Operator’s 
Card.  As a designated test administrator 
authorized by the Canadian Power Squad-
ron, liability issues are covered by USPS 
and Canadian Power Squadron.  Both area 
yacht clubs are interested in accessing the 
opportunity to obtain these cards. 
Roster Chairman, Hank David will be 
printing MMSI numbers in the roster.  
George Schoenfeld will give Hank a list of 
additional possible advertisers. 
Unfinished Business:  A full slate of offi-
cers has been organized for next year. 
New Business:  Del Copeland has tenta-
tively agreed to accept the position of 
Cruise Coordinator.  There will be a meet-
ing on Monday, January 26th for Cruisers 
at John Wayne Marina at 10AM. 
General Meeting will be held on Monday, 
February 9th at Secret Garden Restaurant. 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:08AM.   
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Report of Executive Officer 
Ron Jones, JN 

 
In order to provide timely notification to our 
members of events they may be interested in at-
tending, we need to have current valid e-mail ad-
dresses.  If you have e-mail, and did not receive 
an e-mail notices of our January 13th meeting and/
or the Cruise Planning meeting which was sched-
uled for Monday January 26th, please e-mail me at 
ronandsandy@olympus.net with your current e-
mail address so we can up-date the squadron’s 
data base. 
 
Our Squadron needs additional members certified 
to conduct Vessel Safety Checks.  If you are in-
terested in being certified please contact Nancy 
Magisos.  If you are not now serving in one of the 
squadron’s departments or committees please 
consider volunteering.  Contact any of the present 
members serving in a department or committee 
and let them know of your interest in joining their 
team. By volunteering you will get more out of 
your membership and will also be helping the 
squadron fulfill its mission.   
 
If you have an interest in taking any of the ad-
vanced grade or elective classes this year please 
contact Peyton Greenough and let him know 
which classes you would like to take. Your input 
will help Peyton plan and schedule the classes to 
meet the needs of our members. 
 

NOSPS General Meeting 
January 13, 2004 

Secret Garden Buffet 
Port Angeles, Washington 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to 
order.  The minutes of the last general meeting 
were approved as printed in the Straitlines.   
Unfinished Business:  Commander Shanks 
shared with the membership that our operating 
costs approach and sometimes exceed income.  
Steps have already been taken to prevent further 
deficit spending but the Executive Board has rec-
ommended that to keep the budget balanced that 
for future years the dues be increased by $5 per 
year.  A motion was made, seconded and passed 
by a unanimous vote to increase the dues for next 
year. 
New Business:  The new editions of the Burgee 
Book can be obtained through Nancy Spence, 
SBYC for $17.35 which represents a significant 
savings off the published price.  One may contact 
Nancy at SBYC or call her at 360-681-0286. 
Quizmaster, Bob Brummett, PDC discussed the 
answer to last month’s quiz. 
Speaker:  Mr. Mark Johnson from the U.S. Cus-
toms Service in Port Angeles gave a very interest-
ing talk on port security and after his talk, al-
lowed time to answer questions from the mem-
bership. 
Next Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
January 19, 9AM at Café Garden Restaurant in 
Port Angeles.  The next general membership 
meeting will be held on Monday, February 9th at 
Secret Garden Restaurant in Port Angeles. 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 

 
 
 
 
Amateur Radio has always been the boater’s 
choice for auxiliary communications. On a cruise 
to Alaska and in local waters, cruising Ham Ra-
dio operators remain in touch with home, fellow 
boaters and meet new friends on the air. Clearer 
than CB and less restrictive than Marine VHF. 
The Clallam County Amateur Radio Club has 
scheduled a class for new licensees. NOSPS 
members are invited. 
CLASS – SATURDAY, Feb. 21st and 28th, 8 to 
5 Review and FCC TEST - SATURDAY, Mar. 
6th 
Call Tom Newcomb at 452-8228 to register or 
Bob Stearns at 457-6954, for more information 
 
 

NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL & POWER    
SQUADRON PROPOSED SLATE OF           

ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2004 
 
 
COMMANDER - RON JONES, JN 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER - TOM CHANDLER 
ADMIN OFFICER - NEIL ECKERSON 
TREASURER - RICK MELL 
SECRETARY - CECELIA ECKERSON 
EDUCATION OFFICER - RICHARD MICHELS 
ASST. ED. OFFICER - PEYTON GREENOUGH, AP 
EXEC. BOARD - DEL COPELAND, S 
      JIM JONES 
      GEORGE SCHOENFELDT 
BUDGET COMMITTEE - BOB STEARNS, P 
      JOEL MAGISOS, AP 
 
RULES COMMITTEE - BOB STEARNS, P 
  PEYTON GREENOUGH, AP 
  BOB SORENSON, P 
AUDIT COMMITTEE - JOE RICHERTS, P 
    GENE HAUGEN, JN 
     DAVE MATTINGLY, AP 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE - TED SHANKS, P 
   BOB STEARNS, P 
   HANK DAVID, P 
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�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Clarification of Course Fees 
There have been some questions as to how 
NOSPS charges for our courses.  Let's assume 
that a course has a price of $50.00 and that 
National charges NOSPS $30.00 for the student 
manual.  In this case, the course fee structure for 
the course is given in the table below:  
 
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� COURSE FEES 

 
 
If a student is challenging a course and just taking 
the exam,�then the student would be charged the 

� 10.00 administrative�fee.  However, if the 
student challenging the course wants to sit in on 
the classes, the full price of $50.00 would apply.   

Situation Cost to Student  

Student + Manual Full Price 
� 50.00 

Student sharing 
manual 

Full Price less cost of student 
manual � 20.00 

Student re-taking 
an exam 

Administrative fee 
� 10.00 

     Baja Ha-Ha  
      
What in blue blazers is the Baja Ha-Ha? It is 
when a bunch of gregarious gringos sail 
south to Baja and beyond in a west coast 
cruiser rally. It is for people that like to travel 
together.  
 
Each October, as the hurricane season ends 
in Mexico, hundreds of sailboats head south 
from Alaska, British Columbia, Washington, 
Oregon, and California. Insurance compa-
nies give their blessings around November 1. 
This 10–year–old  event is organized by 
Richard Spindler, publisher of the magazine 
Latitude 38. (The 38Th latitude is a horizontal 
line parallel to the Equator that runs around 
the earth, passing through San Francisco). 
The Ha-Ha runs in three stages: 360 miles 
from San Diego to the tiny isolated village of 
Baja Tortugas, 240 miles from there to the 
barely inhabited Bahia Santa Maria, and an-
other 180 miles to tourist-infested Cabo San 
Lucas at the tip of the Baja peninsula. The 
2003 Ha-Ha left San Diego on October 27 
and reached Cabo on November 6-7. After a 
few last get-togethers, the boats dispersed 
into the cruising waters of the Sea of Cortez 
and the mainland Mexico coast. Some will 
stay for a season, others will head for the Pa-
nama Canal and the Caribbean; and still oth-
ers will head west out into the Pacific.  
 
The Baja desert surrounds the village of Baja 
Tortugas in shades of brown and degrees of 
hard. The land is harsh as a moonscape and 
almost as untouched. The village is 135 
miles off the Baja Highway on a road of rock 
and sand. The local faces carry smiles of 
welcome for the migrating gringos. It is a big 
annual event in the life of Baja Tortugas. 
At Baja Santa Maria there are no roads or 
villages, just a handful of fishermen living in 
shacks up a mangrove-lined inlet. A lot of 
people get focused on hurrying to Cabo and 
forget what a beautiful place Baja Santa 
Maria really is. Baja Santa Maria is a warm 
up for the islands and anchorages of the Sea 

of Cortez, which lies beyond the big left turn 
at Cabo San Lucas. 
 
To reach Baja one must find a chewable bite 
of the northwest winds that prevail along the 
west coast of North America, all the way from 
Canada to Mexico. It is an easy downwind 
passage, keeping Mexico on the left in a 
gentle following sea. Orion is in the port side 
rigging every evening. Dolphins and whales 
along the way escort the cruisers.  
 
Baja runs on a dollars-or-pesos economy. 
Changing money is simply not necessary.  
A word of warning: Getting there is easy but 
getting back home has a price. Be prepared 
to go far out into the Pacific to catch the 
winds and currents for an easy trip back 
north. It would be an excellent opportunity to 
visit Hawaii, if you ever had the urge. 
Mainland Mexico’s Puerto Vallarta and Ha-
waii are on approximately the same latitude. 
Tom Chandler 
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February Exercise 
You are planning next summers boating ac-
tivities during our cold and wet February. You 
are using your new cruising guide "Marine 
Atlas - Olympia to Malcolm Island" Volume 1 
you bought last summer. After your cruise 
down Hood Canal to see Bob and Naomi 
Brummett you intend to go on down the ca-
nal to Potlatch State Park and spend a cou-
ple of days on one of the mooring buoys. The 
Marine Atlas gives a magnetic course for the 
first leg from Triton Head to Lilliwaup of 1910. 
The compass rose gives a variation of 21OE. 
You check the given course with your course 
plotter and get a true course of 211o. Be-
cause the given course does not agree with 
the course you plotted you check your cur-
rent small craft chart of Hood Canal and find 
the true course would still be 211°, but the 
variation is 18°E. If your compass has no de-
viation what should your compass course be 
according to the new chart? What made you 
think that the given magnetic course of 191° 
did not agree with the true course you deter-
mined from the Marine Atlas? 
Send your answer along with your work to: 
Robert E. Brummett 
405'90 N. US Hwy. 101 
Lilliwaup, W A 98555 

 

                Answer for January Exercise 
 

29 feet     The charted depth. 
10 feet   The height of the highest water during                       
            your stay. 

+ 04 feet    The height of your bow chock above              
  the water line. 

  43 feet     The height of your bow chock above      
expected.   the bottom at the highest tide. 
 

43 X 7 (desired scope) = 301 Feet of anchor 

rode for a scope of 7. 
 
301 feet      Total rode needed. 

 - 210 feet      Rode already out. 

 091 feet      Additional rode needed. 

WINTER MAINTENANCE 

 
With Winter upon us and with plenty of time before 
the next boating season, it is a great time to beat the 
Spring rush with a serious maintenance effort directed 
at your electronics. The best thing about it is that the 
weather plays little role in when you do it. 

Now is the time to pay some careful attention to the 
electron path from batteries to the equipment and the 
coax. A prudent mariner would check every connec-
tion and splice. 

· Battery terminals: remove and clean battery 
clamps and cables, reinstall and coat with a con-
ductive anti-corrosion compound. 

· Engine ground connection: remove and clean the 
ground cable, reinstall and coat with a conductive 
anti-corrosion compound. 

· Battery selector switch: remove and clean the 
power feed cable connection, reinstall and coat 
with a conductive anti-corrosion compound. 

· Breaker panel: check the feed cable, ground cable 
and each conductor connections, are any breakers 
broken or have missing screws 

· Mid-run splices: Any splices, not heat shrunk cov-
ered, should be opened, inspected and re-taped. 
Preferably, the splice should be remade using heat 
shrunk/sealing connectors.   

· Buss fuses: Behind most radios and other instru-
ments are buss type fuses, which should be re-
placed annually with ones of the same amperage. 
Keep spares on hand. 

· Coax/Wiring: All coax and other wiring should be 
inspected through its length for abrasion and sup-
port devices. Replace or repair as required. 

· Terminal devices: Inspect all radio antenna, trans-
ducer, GPS, Radar Scanner and other devises 
should be inspected for corroded connections, 
leaking around mounts (particularly through hull), 
and secure mounting brackets. 

 
Having done this pre-boating season maintenance, 
before the cruise planning and exterior maintenance 
begins with the arrival of nice spring weather, will 
give you the comfort that all your electronics will op-
erate trouble free for another season. 
 
Bob Stearns, Radio/Tech 
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Greetings! 
We are fortunate in that the Cruise Planning 
course is being offered this Spring for the first 
time since 1999.   
Joe Reicherts is planning an exciting course with 
guest speakers and lots of comaraderie!!   
Start date will be  March 9 for 5 consecutive 
weeks.  We need 10 students to sign up for this 
course, so respond to this email or call me at 681-
4762 to get your name on the list, so we can get 
student materials on order. 
 
USPS describes Cruise Planning as follows: 
"This course is designed for members who plan to 
cruise for a year or just a weekend - in either a 
sail or power boat.  It covers such topics as - 
  
Planning a voyage  
Financing a voyage  
Managing commitments back home  
How to equip a cruising boat  
Crew selection  
Provisioning  
Voyage management  
Entering and clearing foreign ports  
Emergencies afloat  
Security measures" 
  
Cost is $42.50, or less if you share a manual with 
another student.   
CP will be held starting Tuesday, March 9th, and 
run for  
5 consecutive weeks at 7pm at the PAYC. 
  
Come join the fun! 
 

 

 
EYE TEST ANSWER 

 
There are actually 6 F’s in the sentence. 
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Chesapeake Bay Lighthouses Shirt-jac 
ResQ Disc (w/instructional video) 
Mikasa Glass Cake Platter 
Stainless Steel Stemmed Wine Goblets (set of 

4) 
 

Tickets are now available from all D/16 
bridge officers, all D/16 P/D/Cs, and all D/16 
squadron bridge officers.  Each squadron in 
D/16 has been challenged to sell at least $2.00 
worth of tickets per squadron member.  More is 
fine, except that total ticket sales for the entire 
raffle are limited to $5,000.00 (by Washington 
State Gambling Commission regulations).  The 
more different people who buy raffle tickets, the 
broader the base of those who are helping sup-
port the district financially.  Ticket stubs, ac-
companied by a corresponding check payable to 
� USPS D/16 2004 Spring Conference,�  are 
to be returned to P/D/Lt/C Jean Roeber, 929 W. 
Jackson Ave., Spokane WA 99205 � - the 
sooner the better 
 

The SUPER RAFFLE is being held 
partly to hold down costs to individuals attend-
ing the Spring Conference to just those things 
from which they personally benefit �  e.g., 
rooms/meals/events.  Meals are priced to 
� early-bird�  registrants at a break-even price 
�  no add-ons or overrides for general confer-
ence overhead costs.  The remaining net from 
the raffle will be split 50-50 between D/16 and 
the host squadron, Spokane.  One major goal is 
to provide D/16 with enough cash to let it help 
more squadrons purchase LED projectors, 
should that be its choice. 

Spring Conference 
� SUPER RAFFLE�  

Goals: 

To Hold Down Conference 
Costs and Augment D/16 
Budget 
 

Marine equipment manufacturers, vendors, and 
individuals have donated some major prizes to guaran-
tee the success of the USPS D/16 2004 Spring Confer-
ence SUPER RAFFLE targeted to help hold down 
conference costs and augment the D/16 budget.  Tick-
ets, at just $1.00 each (US$), will give their buyers 
chances at over $2,400.00 worth of prizes to be 
awarded at the conference banquet in Spokane on Sat-
urday evening, 20 March 2004.  Ticket buyers do not 
have to be present to win. 
 

SUPER RAFFLE prizes include: 
 
Visual Navigation Suite Software �  donated by 

Nobeltec 
Passport Deluxe Charting Software for Puget 

Sound �  donated by Nobeltec 
Matted Print of Demers � Departing for Drills & 

Maneuvers�  Painting �  donated by USPS 
Mustang � Bomber Jacket�  Type-III PFD �  do-

nated by Mustang Survival 
West Marine Pro-Grill Gas BBQ  
Nautical Theme Afghan - created by and donated 

by Jean Roeber 
Raiatea 7x50 Center-Focus Binoculars �  do-

nated by West Marine - Spokane 
Gold-Rimmed Double-Old Fashioned Glasses 

(set of 8) �  donated by Jim & Jean Roeber 
Stearns Inflatable Vest Type-V PFD �  donated 

by Stearns 
Case of AMSOIL Marine Oil �  donated by Jack 

Whitehill 
Etched Hand-Blown German Crystal Glasses 

(set of 4) �  donated by Jim & Jean Roeber 
Aqua Force Child� s Swimsuit Type-V PFD (40-

50 lbs) �  donated by Balistreri Consulting 
Aqua Force Child� s Swimsuit Type-V PFD (30-

40 lbs) �  donated by Balistreri Consulting 
Coleman 18V Cordless Electric Drill Kit 
Nautical Theme Serving Trays - Set of 6 
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� DISCOVER THE POSSIBILITIES�  
�
� 200 years ago Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark led a Corps of Discovery 
into uncharted territory.  They were chal-
lenged by President Jefferson to 
� discover the possibilities �  of the Pacific 
Northwest.  And look what they accom-
plished!   
 
� 90 years ago a group of � gasoliners �  
from the Boston Yacht Club challenged 
themselves to � discover the possibili-
ties �  of association as a Power Squad-
ron.  And look what they accomplished!   
 
� Your challenge for 2004, should you 
choose to accept it, is to � discover the 
possibilities �  for continuing the growth 
of USPS D/16 in the Pacific Northwest and 
for increasing member involvement in its 
many activities.  How much can you ac-
complish?   
 
� The USPS D/16 2004 Spring Conference 
offers you the opportunity to see if you 
are up to the challenge.  Can you  make a 
difference? � in your Squadron? � in 
D/16? � in America � s Boating Club?  The 
possibilities are endless.  All you need to 
do is � discover the possibilities �  where 
you can have the greatest impact. 
 
� From its vibrant City Center, with its 
spectacular river and falls, to its magnifi-
cent and challenging ski slopes and golf 
courses and its incomparable lakes and 
streams, Spokane beckons you and wel-
comes you to � discover the possibili-
ties �  at the WestCoast Ridpath Hotel over 
the weekend of 19-21 March 2004. 
 

The fun starts Friday evening, when-
ever you arrive and check-in at the Ridpath.  
The Conference registration desk will be 
open from 1600 to 2000.  The WestCoast 
Ridpath Hotel is a three-star, full service 

downtown hotel offering historic elegance 
just steps from the heart of the business, 
shopping, & entertainment districts.  It is a 
simple one-block walk to the skywalk, con-
necting 15 blocks of shopping one level 
above the street and out of the weather.  Its 
342 guest rooms and suites feature in-room 
coffee, dataports, hairdryers, irons and iron-
ing boards.  High-speed, remote, wireless, 
Internet access is available, as is an on-site 
fitness center.  The Ridpath offers compli-
mentary airport transportation from and to 
Spokane International Airport (GEG). 

 
A note and request about making your 

hotel reservations:  As with any convention, 
we have to make certain guarantees to the 
hotel to get the best rates, a commitment on 
space and date, complimentary meeting 
rooms, etc.  In this case, we have guaran-
teed 50 room-nights each for Friday and Sat-
urday, 19-20 March.  We only get credit 
against that guarantee when rooms are re-
served directly with the WestCoast Ridpath.  
Reservations booked through expedia.com, 
hotels.com, orbitz.com, and other on-line res-
ervation systems do not give us credit 
against our guarantee.  If we fall short on our 
guarantee, the conference has to make up 
the difference by paying for those rooms shy 
of our commitment.  We have excellent room 
rates from the Ridpath Hotel:  $79.00 single 
or double occupancy; $89.00 triple or quad 
occupancy; and $150.00 for the Presidential 
Suite.  Please help make this D/16 confer-
ence a financial success by booking directly 
with the Ridpath.  The reservation deadline 
to get these great room rates is 29 February 
2004.  As an added incentive, we will have 
an attendance prize drawing for $100.00 to 
someone spending both Friday and Saturday 
nights at the Ridpath Hotel and whose reser-
vations were booked directly with the Ridpath 
by 29 February. 

 
 
A similar situation applies to food and 

beverage purchases.  We have guaranteed 
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$5,000.00 in sales (excluding service fee and 
tax).  All of our conference meals count 
against that guarantee, as do drinks you buy 
at the no-host bars set up in conjunction with 
our events.  Non-conference meals and/or 
drinks that you buy and pay for with cash or 
a credit card do not credit against our guar-
antee.  But,�  the Ridpath has agreed to 
� capture�  and give us credit for those 
meals and/or drinks you buy and charge to 
your hotel room (including Friday dinner and 
Sunday morning breakfast).  The cost to you 
is the same.  But charging those items to 
your room helps this D/16 conference meet 
its guarantee.  Again, please help.  (Note, 
too, that this issue applies to all USPS and 
D/16 conferences in all cities, even though it 
may not have been spelled out to you be-
fore.) 

 
Friday dinner is on your own �  we sug-

gest either the Silver Grill on the Ridpath 
lobby level or Ankeny� s rooftop restaurant 
and lounge overlooking downtown Spokane.  
(Remember to charge your meals to your ho-
tel room so D/16 will get credit for those 
costs against its food and beverage guaran-
tee.)  Then come join the informal no-host 
reception from 1900 to 2200 --- a great 
chance to meet and greet our national repre-
sentatives, V/C Frank Dvorak, SN, and 
Vivien, and swap dreams and plans for sum-
mer boating vacations.  So that late-arrivers 
don� t end up paying for � dinner�  for the 
early-arrivers, there will be no � heavy hors 
d� oeuvres�  at the reception --- just chips 
and dips and a no-host bar.  A limited food 
menu will be available at the reception for 
those who don� t want to take time for a full 
restaurant meal. 

 
Saturday will dawn with a served break-

fast (French toast with scrambled eggs and 
bacon, juice, rolls, coffee, etc.) at 0800 --- to 
four groups:  Cdrs/Execs, SEOs, P/D/Cs, 
and All Others.  Then comes the 
� business�  part of the Spring Conference --
- general sessions and breakouts --- many 

opportunities for you to � discover the possi-
bilities�  for improving your squadron, D/16, 
and all of USPS.  � Work�  will break for 
lunch at about noon, with some fun and 
games and a few prizes mixed in.  Lunch, for 
everyone, will include soup of the day, a 
smoked turkey croissant with crisp peppered 
bacon, Swiss cheese, alfalfa sprouts, sliced 
tomato and avocado, penne pasta salad, 
dessert, and coffee/decaf/tea or soft drink.  
After lunch it� s back to conference sessions 
for most. 

 
An � Antique Crawl�  will be offered 

from 1400 to 1530 on Saturday as an off-site 
spouse activity.  Although within walking dis-
tance from the hotel, transportation will be 
provided to and from the lower-Monroe 
Street antique district.  These are shops of-
ten visited by antique dealers from the Seat-
tle-Bellevue area because prices are so 
much lower here.  And, as Spokane is an 
older city than Seattle, our antiques may well 
be antique-ier!  Come, check out some good 
buys. 

 
Once the meetings are over, you� ll 

have a chance to get out and see the down-
town area, do any last-minute shopping, and 
have a quaff or two before the Saturday eve-
ning activities.  A no-host reception and bar 
is planned from 1830 to 1930, followed by a 
scrumptious dinner and celebration of our 
new district bridge �  three dinner entrée 
choices.  Then comes the drawing of prizes 
in the D/16 Supper Raffle --- 19 prizes with a 
combined retail value of over $2,400.00!  
(See details elsewhere in this publication.) 

 
Sunday morning you are on your own.  

Check-out time is noon, so there� s no rush.  
We will provide data on local church services 
within walking distance of the hotel.  We� ll 
also provide info on events and attractions 
you may want to visit so you can � discover 
the possibilities�  of the Inland Northwest in 
the Spokane area or on the way home.   
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 

 NOSPS Dinner Meeting 
 

The NOSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, February 9, 2003, at Secret Garden Buffet, formerly Rosewood Cafeteria. 
The cafeteria is located at 1936 E. First Street in Port Angeles Plaza, on the East side of town. The Plaza also contains 
Radio Shack and Rite Aid. Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 hours. B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your 
car so as not to violate any open container laws. 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey Baked Ham, Fried and Baked Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Homemade Soup, 

Extensive Salad Bar, Dessert Bar including sugar free desserts, and Beverage. Prices are: Seniors over 60 - $7.00. Others 
- $8.00. Banquet facilities are behind the serving line. 
The Port of Port Angeles has agreed to be our speaker. They will be discussing their master plan for Port Angeles Marina 
and John Wayne Marina. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


