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STRAIT TALK  

Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 
Our January General Membership meeting had 

a great turnout, with a record (11) guests, due in no 

small part to the advertising efforts of our PR 

Chair, Jim Jones.  Jim also received the MOM 

(Member of the Month) award and is now a mem-

ber of the Order of the Dropped Anchor.  The spot-

light was on the Membership Committee and the 

Chair, Sandy Thomas, who passed out this year's 

survey.  The Bridge is looking forward to receiving 

Sandy's analysis to help establish our strategic di-

rection for the upcoming year. 

Speaking of next year, the Change of Watch 

(COW) will be held on April 13th.  The slate of of-

ficers was presented at the January meeting.  Be 

prepared to vote on the new slate at the February 

meeting.  The new slate of officers consists of: 

Commander   ï Ray Thomas, AP 

XO    ï Pam Kauffman, AP 

AO    ï Doug Schwarz, AP 

SEO    ï Ted Shanks. SN 

Secretary   ï Judy Shanks, AP 

Treasurer   ï Jan Jones, N 

Member at Large  ï Svein Seljeseth, AP 

The cruising season is slowly creeping up on us 

and cruising is addressed in other columns in this 

Straitlines.  Now is the time to use the cruises link 

on Calmseas.org to verify that the information we 

have on your vessel is correct.  If it is not  correct, 

Continued on Page 10 

Executive Officerôs Report 

Lt/C Raymond Thomas, AP 

In the past few months, Iôve provided updates 

in Straitlines as to the activities at the Port of Port 

Angeles Commission Meetings.  In December, the 

Commission deferred a decision to either retain or 

reduce the proposed 2009 boat slip rate increases 

until the January 12, 2009 meeting.  As it turned 

out, this item was not on the January agenda due to 

additional time needed for Port staff to provide a 

review of budget impacts and report back to the 

Commissioners.  The Commissioners requested 

that the staff complete the review by the next Com-

mission meeting scheduled January 26.  Four of 

our Squadron members made public comments 

concerning their interest for the Commission to re-

duce rates.  They were Richard Michelsô, Charles 

Martin, Ted Shanks and Ray Thomas.  If you have 

time, try to attend and show your support at this 

January 26t meeting.   

Sandy Thomas, Membership Chair, handed out 

the 2009 NOSPS Survey at the last membership 

meeting.  Be sure to get them filled out and re-

turned by the February membership meeting.  

There are three very nice prizes to be drawn for 

completing and submitting the form. 

We received some great news this week from 

Boat U.S. Foundation advising that they are award-

ing us a $1,000 grant to develop a program to edu-

cate boaters on the dangers of alcohol  and boating 

 Continued on Page 8 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  

 Richard E. Michels, SN  681-4762 

 153 E Diane Dr  

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Executive Officer 

 Raymond Thomas, AP 683-8801 

 P.O. Box 672  

 Carlsborg, WA 98324 

Education Officer 

 Ronald T. Jones, SN  681-0193 

 51 Horizon Hills Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Asst. Education Officer 

 Mark Lewis, SN 683-9479 

 81 Cougar Heights Dr. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Administrative Officer  

 Pamela Kauffman, AP 681-8067 

Executive Committee 

 Lt. Svein A. Seljeseth, AP 

 P/C Delbert Copeland, P 

 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
 

Nominating Committee 

 P/C Ron Jones, SN 

 P/C Jim Jones, JN 

 P/C Hank David, P 
 

Audit Committee 
 P/Lt/C Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Rules Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 

Budget and Finance 

 Open 

Co-Op Charting 

 Lt. Charlie Brown,  SN 

 Bob Stevens 
 

Cruise Planning 

 P/C  Jim Jones, JN 

  

Public Relations  

 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
 

Photographer  

 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
 

Safety Officer 

        Lt. Mike Anderson 

Education Committee 

 P/C Ron Jones, SN - SEO  

 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - ASEO 

 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - Advanced Grades 

 Ch LB Electives    ~~ Open 

 Lt/C Judy Shanks, AP - Public Boating 

 Lt. Diane Head, JN - Kids Program 

 

Membership & Member Involvement 
 Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 

 

Merit Mark Coordinator  

 P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

 

Member Orientation 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 

 Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 

 

Planning Committee 

        P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

       P/C Jim Jones, JN 

       Lt/C Ray Thomas, AP 

       Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 

       P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P 

       P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 

       Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 

 

Liason Officer 

      Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 
 

Roster 

 P/Lt/C Gene Haugen,  N  

Vessel Safety Examiners 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN ð Chairman 

 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 

 Harvey Smith, SN 

 Bill Russell 

 Tom Foley 
 

Decorating Committee 

 ñOpenò: 

 

Ensign Coordinator 

 Cdr.  Richard Michels, SN  

 

Straitlines Editor  

 P/C Ron Jones, SN 

 

Telephone 

 Lt. Svein Seljeseth, AP 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 

 P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
 

Supply Officer 

 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

 

Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

 

Radio/Technical Officer 

 P/C Hank David, P 

 

Historian 

       Janet Atkinson  

 3080 W. Sequim Bay Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, AP  582-0253 

 P.O. Box 1172 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Assistant Treasurer 

    Carol Brown,  AP        582-0409 

 202 Kirner Road 

 Sequim, WA  98382   

Treasurer 

 Janet Jones, N  582-9134 

 1363 Doe Run Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382  

Past Commander 

 Delbert Copeland, P  681-8876  

    250 North St. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS  
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Webmaster:  Richard Michels, SN  

 (See last page for details of time & location)                                                teafornosps@yahoo.com 

Executive Board Meetings:  
The Friday before the monthly meeting at Cedars of Dungeness Restaurant (0830).  All members are welcome. 

Straitlines Deadline:  

All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Friday following the General Membership Meeting.   
Contacts:   

Cdr. Richard E. Michels, SN   Phone: 360-681-4762.  Mail:  153 E Diane Dr ., Sequim, WA 98382  

mailto:teafornosps@yahoo.com
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Education Honor Roll 

Congratulations to the following members 

 for passing all requirements for the Grade of 

Advanced Pilot: 

 Cliff Brown, AP  

 Joy Brown, AP 

 Lt/C Pam Kauffman, AP 

 Lt/C Ray Thomas, AP 

 Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following members 

 for passing all requirements for the Grade of 

Seaman: 

 Lt. Mike Anderson, S 

 Melanie DeBiddle, S 

 Sherry Evans, S 

 William Evans, S 

 Larry Smith, S 

 

Congratulations to the following members 

for passing all requirements for the  Elective 

Weather Class: 

 Lt. Mike Anderson, S 

 P/D/Lt/C Bill Atkinson, AP  

 Cliff Brown, AP  

 Joy Brown, AP 

 Stephen Debiddle, AP 

 Lt/C Pam Kauffman, AP 

 Robert Kauffman, P 

 Lt/C Jan Jones, N 

 Lt. Doug Schwarz,  AP 

Education Officerôs Report 

P/C Ron Jones, SN.   

Our Fall and Winter education classes are off  

to a good start.  All five of our recent Advanced 

Pilots graduates plus three previous APs have 

signed up for  the Junior Navigation class that will 

start in February.   

We just received the exam results back for the 

Seamanship and Weather class and all passed with 

high scores. 

  Our Marine Electronics Class with seven stu-

dents took the closed book exams for ME101 & 

ME102 on the 15th of January and are now study-

ing the ME103 material. 

Our Piloting class is scheduled to start on the 

28th of January and our Public Boating class 

started on  January 15th at the Peninsula College in 

Port Angeles with ten students. 

We still need Instructors for the Engine Mainte-

nance, Cruise Planning, Sail, and Instructor Devel-

opment Classes.  If you are interested in teaching 

or taking any of these classes, please call your Edu-

cation Committee now to enroll so they can sched-

ule the class and order the correct number of stu-

dent manuals for the class. 

Mark your calendars now for the May 9th Dis-

trict16 Education Seminar that will be held at 

Camp Arnold in Eatonville.  

I am sure that you will find 

the program of interest. 

The Education Seminar 

will include a Re-

Certification session for all 

our Instructors needing to 

be Re-Certified. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

E174169 
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Solution for January Navigation Quiz 
The first step is to write down T, V, M, D, and 

C vertically and fill in the information available. 

T 066°  The true bearing to the Ediz Hook  

  light that you know from memory. 

V   17° E  From your chart 

M 049°  Calculated by applying V to T using  

  the + W, - E rule. 

D     8° W  Calculated as the difference  

  between M and C using the same  

  rule. 

C 057°  The compass bearing you obtained  

  on the Ediz Hook light when  

  leaving the manna. 

Because your compass deviation had been 

close to zero before the new electronic addition 

you consider swinging the compass. 

 NOTE: I obtained the 066° true bearing from a 

very old chart I obtained when I made my first trip 

to Port Angeles with Naomi in our boat. I got a 

new chart from Captains in Seattle after I wrote the 

quiz and the light has moved and the new true 

bearing is 069° and with a variation of 17° E the 

magnetic bearing should be 052° Sorry about that. 

Would the members of  NOSPS who keep their 

boats in PA marina see what kind of compass bear-

ing they get when leaving the marina and let me 

know? 

 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

February Navigation Quiz 

Before the new electronics installation your 

compass deviation was essentially zero. With your 

spot check giving an 8° W deviation at one heading 

prompts you to check your compass deviation by 

swinging your boat. You pick a nice, calm spring 

day and borrow the squadrons peloris and go out 

between 5 and 6 nM east of Ediz Hook, out of the 

VTS and ferry traffic lanes. Using your GPS coor-

dinates for your location, you get a 261 °true bear-

ing on the Ediz Hook light from you location on 

your chart. The variation in that area is 17° E. 

You have your wife slowly rotate the boat and 

hold it at the compass headings shown in the table 

in the adjacent column while you obtain the given 

relative bearings using the peloris that is carefully 

aligned with the lubber line of the boat. You have 

your neighbors with you, one to record the data and 

the other to watch for other boats or dangers. Using 

the data shown in the table below, what is your 

boats compass deviation at the indicated compass 

headings? 

Send your answer NOW along with all of 

your calculations to: 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 

  Lilliwaup, WA 98555 

Compass 

Heading 

Relative 

Bearing 

Compass 

Bearing 

Magnetic 

Bearing 

Deviation 

000° 246°    

045° 208°    

090° 160°    

135° 113°    

180° 061°    

225° 014°    

270° 326°    

315° 284°    

E174169 
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Cruise Corner 

P/C Jim Jones, JN 
As we discussed at our dinner meeting on Jan. 

12,  we have a revised, easier to use Cruising por-

tion of our Calmseas.org website that allows you to 

sign up for a cruise, review who else has signed up, 

and indicate whether or not you need a crew or if 

you would be willing to crew on someone elseôs 

boat.  Also there is a new ñVessel Informationò 

page, where you can update your boat information, 

including your MMSI number.  Please check that 

out and update or correct your data.  This informa-

tion is used if we reserve slips based on total linear 

feet of our cruisers and we will want the MMSI 

number for future safety considerations. 

     If you sign up on cruise sign-up sheets at a 

monthly meeting, Iôll enter your information into 

the website.  If you sign up on the website, Iôll en-

ter your name on the sign-up sheet, which probably 

isnôt necessary, but that way those who use these 

sheets to sign up will at least be able to see who 

else is going on the cruise by using the website. 

      The Seattle Boat Show Cruise has been 

changed to Jan 29-31, as Bell Harbor is sold out for 

the first weekend of the boat show and wide open 

for the final weekend.  You should call Bell Harbor 

Marina for your reservation, 206-615-3952.  This is 

a chance to get your boat moving in the ñoffò sea-

son and save ferry expense.  Huh?  Our  NOSPS 

Shakedown Cruise is Mar 30-Apr 5, which will be 

our first major cruise for this season.  It is our 

Hood Canal Cruise and always a good way to start 

the season ï no crossing of the Strait or Sound and 

a beautiful trip down the Canal beneath the Olym-

pic Mountains!  We have 5 or 6 boats signed up so 

far, so get on the bandwagon. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
From The Oregon State Marine Board 

New Years Resolutions for Boaters: 

The Oregon State Marine Board suggests New 

Years Resolutions for boaters that donôt involve 

any sort of dieting, and are short-term goals with 

immediate results for Oregonôs waterways. 

Resolution #1 -Donôt Drink and Boat 

In November of 2008, a Washington boat op-

erator was convicted of killing three people, two of 

whom were children, after overturning his boat in 

the Nisqually River.  The boater had a blood alco-

hol concentration of 0.19 percent at the time of the 

accident, over twice the legal limit.  Operating a 

boat takes attention and skill.  Driving a boat can 

be more challenging than driving a car.  Conditions 

on the water are constantly changing, and with 

good weather, thereôs usually congestion too, 

which requires a lot of attention.  When people 

consume alcohol or other drugs, they often feel 

ñsafe to drive,ò but itôs actually the substance play-

ing tricks on their mind.  The first area impaired by 

alcohol is a personôs judgment, and this is where 

they make the mistake in the first place of getting 

behind the wheel of a boat.  This year, resolve to 

not drink and boat, and do not allow your passen-

gers to drink alcohol either.  Impaired passengers 

are more likely to end up in the water by falling 

overboard. 

Resolution #2 - Wear Your Life Jacket 

Not only was the Washington boat operator im-

paired by alcohol, no one on board was wearing a 

life jacket.  The two children thrown into the water 

drowned, but would likely have survived if theyôd 

been wearing life jackets.  In Oregon, ninety per-

cent of recreational boating fatality victims were 

not wearing life jackets.  Life jackets are the single 

most important piece of equipment a boater can 

have.  Emergencies happen so quickly, that life 

jackets really need to be worn when youôre out in a 

boat.  Resolve that everyone on board wear a prop-

erly fitting life jacket that is designed for the appro-

priate boating activity. 

Resolution #3 -Clean Your Boat 

Oregon is special to the people who live here 

because of the clear water, the lush greenery and 

the abundant wildlife.  More boaters than ever are 

washing their boats between uses.  Oregon has sev-

eral invasive species that are being spread to new 

waterways each year by canoes, rafts, drift boats, 

fishing boats and even sea-going boats.  Eurasian 

water milfoil, New Zealand mud snails, and other 

non-native species can cripple your favorite fishing 

area, or at the very least, clog your engine and do 

serious mechanical damage.  Therefore, the Marine 

Board recommends that boaters remove all vegeta-

tion and mud from inside and outside the boat, 

trailer, motor, fishing gear, waders and other equip-

ment before launching in a new waterway.  Even a 

garden hose is effective at removing most vegeta-

tion.  If your boat is used in waterways infested 

with zebra or quagga mussels (not currently found 

Continued on Page 10 
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NOSPS Membership 

Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

Those of you who attended the general mem-

bership meeting on January 12 received a copy of 

the new ñMember Interest Survey for 2009.ò  The 

survey will also be sent to you electronically via 

the internet.  Be watching for it. 

The 2009 Survey was developed by the Plan-

ning Committee and has been approved by the 

Bridge.  The information that our members provide 

through this survey will be analyzed and taken 

very seriously by the NOSPS Bridge.  Last year we 

made some significant changes to our procedures 

and processes as a result of what we heard from 

our members through participation in our survey 

and I expect no less from the information you pro-

vide this year. 

Please take the time to complete the survey 

candidly and return it me, Sandy Thomas, by our 

next general meeting to be held on February 9, 

2009.   As your completed survey is given to me, 

your name will be entered into a drawing for 2 

separate prizes.  One prize is a free dinner at our 

March 9 meeting for the winner and a guest.  The 

second prize is a polo shirt embroidered with North 

Olympic Sail and Power Squadron and our own 

Burgee.   The winner does not have to be present to 

win, but your completed Survey must be turned in 

to me in order to be entered into the drawing.  The 

drawing will be held at the end of the meeting on 

February 9, 2009. 

Thank you very much for your participation.  

Your completed survey can be hand delivered to 

me at our February 9, General Membership Meet-

ing, OR it can be mailed to me at 30 Letha Lane, 

Sequim, WA 98382.  If that is not convenient, call 

me at 683-8801 and I will personally pick it up.  It 

is that important to our organization. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Photos by Lt. Bob Cooper, S 


