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                   USPS PLEDGE 
 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  

United States Power Squadrons®; 
Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 

Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

 
THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

membership may be nominated to serve on the 
Executive Committee. 
 

Those members who wish to actively pur-
sue (volunteer) for a Squadron position/job are 
free to contact the Nominating Committee mem-
bers, Hank David, Bob Stearns or Peyton 
Greenough. Nominations can also be offered at 
the March meeting. It is suggested that those of 
you who are anticipating a Bridge position take 
the upcoming Operations Training class (soon to 
be announced). The Squadron needs people who 
are experienced and willing to work with the 
team. Don’t be shy; we all started by having a 
friend ask us if we wanted to help out or we saw a 
job that we felt we would enjoy doing.   
 
 Please take a moment and look past the 
demands of the trivial things, which "need” to be 
done.  Be thankful that you are able to do them 
and share them with the people you care about. 
Enjoy the special moments of this winter season 
with your friends and that “special” person.   
Judy and I extend our wishes to each of you and 
hope you enjoy a very pleasant Holiday season. 

A Good Year, 2003 
Ted Shanks, P, Cdr, etc. 

 
As you will find elsewhere in this issue our 

class schedule is building and filling up fast. Check 
the schedule for details and put your name in to 
take a class and/or help teach or proctor a class.  
Education is one of the major benefits of USPS 
membership; take advantage of it. 
 

Do you have a boating friend or acquaint-
ance (not a USPS member)?  Why not give a gift of 
boating education by paying for a Boat Smart or 
American Boating Course or the Canadian Pleas-
ure-craft Operator Card?  If that special person is a 
USPS member they could be given one of the Elec-
tive classes (Weather, Engine Maintenance, Cruise 
Planning Marine Electronics). The Giving Season 
is not just once a year and this is a very easy and 
thoughtful gift. One that could save a life. 
 
REMINDER and NOTICE: our January meeting 
will be on TUESDAY the 13th at the Secret Garden 
Buffet. (They already had a birthday party sched-
uled in their meeting room on Monday.) 
 

The dinner meeting on March 8th is our 
annual meeting and Election of officers and elected 
committee members for the upcoming year. The 
candidates selected by the Nominating Committee 
will be announced at the January meeting and pub-
lished in the February Straitlines 30 days prior to 
the election.  The positions to be elected are Com-
mander, Executive Officer, Education Officer, Ad-
ministrative Officer, the Secretary and Treasurer.  
The Nominating Committee may nominate one 
new member to serve on each of the Rules Com-
mittee, Auditing Committee (and the Nominating 
Committee if a vacancy will exist there). In addi-
tion three Squadron members from the general 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ted Shanks, P                 582-0253 
    450 North St. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Richard Michels,  AP               681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN             457-0684 
 433 Herrick Road 
   Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Executive Committee 
 Robert DeLand S 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Craig Paulson, P 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
  
Rules Committee 
  
 Bob Sorenson, P 
Budget and Finance 
 Eugene Haugen JN 
 Bruce Purdy P 
 Hal Gilmour S 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 
Public Relations  

Historian 
Education Committee 
 Richard Michels,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 George Walker,  AP 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, P  582-0253 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Hank David,  P  417-7570  
    460 Vogt Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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NOSPS 
Board Meeting 

12-15-03 
Café Garden Restaurant 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to or-
der.  The minutes of the November general meeting 
were approved as published in The Straitlines.  In 
January the membership will be reminded of the 
meeting through email rather than making phone 
calls.  Those not having email will be called. 
Commander’s Comments: 
 Change of Watch was discussed as to dates, 
times and places.  April 17th was presented as a 
possible date for Change of Watch.  Elections will 
be held at the general meeting on March 8th. 
Committee Reports: 
 -Roster:  Membership increased by 4% be-
tween August and November. 
 -Radio:  Bob Stearns reported that channel 
66A has been designated as the channel on which 
to contact marinas to be effective on January 1st.  
Bob has fifty copies of the new pamphlet explain-
ing this change and will distribute them at the next 
general meeting. 
 -Straitlines:  Please have news items to 
Hank by next Thursday or Friday. Possible adver-
tisers were discussed.  The Secretary is to contact 
JoAnn Thompson and find out if we might be able 
to get a free or reduced rate on one of the local 
servers in exchange for advertising. 
 -Education:  Peyton reported that there are 
four students signed up for Advanced Piloting to 
meet on the 21st of January.  Piloting class may be 
postponed.  An assistant is needed for this class.  
Chris Muir does not want to continue running the 
Canadian Licensing Course so the Squadron will 
need to find someone to teach this course.  It was 
decided that the Squadron should go ahead and 
start advertising this course to the public.  It was 
moved and passed by the Board that members are 
to pay $30 and nonmembers will pay $35 for the 
Canadian Licensing course. The suggestion that the 
Canadian Licensing course might be taught as a 
“second weekend” added onto to ABC or another 
public course was brought before the group. 
Unfinished Business:  A proposed, (tentative) 
budget was distributed. This budget must be pre-

sented at the January meeting.   The Commander 
asked for feedback by January 15th to be able to 
present a finalized budget by the middle of Febru-
ary.  Dodie Sparks praised those working the on 
budget for all their hard work. 
New Business:   

-It  has been suggested a mini-auction at 
every other dinner meeting.   

-District 16 Rendezvous will be held at 
Port Orchard June 11-13. 

-A discussion was held concerning what 
the Squadron should charge people who want to 
take courses and already have the books.  It is felt 
that $10 should cover any other expenses in addi-
tion to the book. 

-Insurance:  It was moved, seconded and 
passed that an insurance rider be added the 
Squadron policy that will cover equipment used 
“off site”. 
 
Pt. Wilson Squadron:  Ken Shaver reported that 
USPS has a new manual for Provisional Squad-
rons.  Members of provisional squadrons may pay 
national dues but members can donate to the local 
until they are chartered.  Ken reports that Pt. Wil-
son now has it’s own checking account. 
 
The meeting was adjourned 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Shanks, Secretary 
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Report of Executive Officer 
Ron Jones, JN 

Our Squadron has been exploring ways to im-
prove the financial health of the organization 
from a net loss per year to a break-even position.  
A budget is in the process of being established 
that will accomplish the goal of not having a net 
loss for next year.  The board has considered sev-
eral ideas for reducing expenses and improving 
income. One area where we have incurred extra 
expense was in having to expedite the shipment 
of course materials for members that enroll in a 
class at the last minute.  We are asking that you 
sign up for classes 30 days prior to the date of the 
first class session.  A late charge fee of ten dollars 
will be added to the cost of a class for enrolling 
less than 30 days prior to the start date.  
The cost of printing and mailing the Straitlines is 
one of our major expense items.  We are looking 
into the possibilities of delivering the Straitlines 
electronically over the Internet to those members 
that have Internet access.   
We have considered conducting raffles at each 
monthly meeting to increase the income to the 
squadron.  This method of producing extra in-
come is not very reliable and places an extra bur-
den on those members that support this activity.  
As a last resort the board is proposing a dues in-
crease of five dollars per year.  At the January 
meeting you will be asked to vote on the pro-
posed dues increase.  This small increase in our 
dues will provide the income to allow the squad-
ron to break even in the coming year.  
This organization runs and prospers on the efforts 
of the members that serve on the various commit-
tees.  As the year draws to a close, I would like to 
thank each of you for your service on these com-
mittees and wish each of you a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS. 

 
 

Winter Solstice 
 
The winter solstice for 2003 will occur at 11:04 
pm PST on December 21. It is the day when the 
position of the rising sun is as far south as it ever 
gets. Because of the earth’s tilt, our hemisphere is 
leaning farthest away from the sun. It is the short-
est day of the year. The sun has its lowest arc in 
the sky. 
The Earth is actually nearer the sun in January 
than in June – by three million miles. The Earth 
leans slightly on its axis like a spinning top frozen 
in one off-kilter position. The precise angle of the 
tilt is 23 degrees and 27 minutes off the perpen-
dicular to the plane of orbit. This is what causes 
the variety of our climate. It determines how 
many hours and minutes each hemisphere re-
ceives of precious sunlight. 
Christmas was once a moveable feast celebrated 
many different times during the year. No one is 
quite sure exactly when Jesus was born. The 
choice of December 25 was made by Pope Julius 
I in the fourth century AD because this coincided 
with the pagan rituals of Winter Solstice, Return 
of the Sun. The intent was to replace the pagan 
celebration with the Christian one. It was a way 
of hijacking those customs and traditions – a way 
of redeeming them. 
A wide array of ancient cultures built their great-
est architectures – tombs, temples, landmarks, 
and scared observatories so that they aligned with 
the solstices and equinoxes. Stonehenge is a per-
fect marker of both solstices. 
Also, any good navigator knows that the sidereal 
hour angle of the sun is 90 degrees at the winter 
solstice. 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
Lt/Cdr Tom Chandler, Administrative Officer 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

JAYNE SELANDER 1ST 
LARRY DOUGLAS 4TH 

KEN WILCOX 9TH 
ARLINE DAILEY 15TH 
DUKE SPARKS 15TH 

CECILIA ECKERSON 18TH 
BOB THOMPSON 31ST 

 

 

   
 USSPS Dinner Meeting 

 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 13, 2003, at Secret Garden Buffet, for-
merly Rosewood Cafeteria. 
 
The cafeteria is located at 1936 E. First Street in 
Port Angeles Plaza, on the East side of town. The 
Plaza also contains Radio Shack and Rite Aid. 
 
Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 
1900 hours. B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so 
as not to violate any open container laws. 
 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey 
Baked Ham, Fried and Baked Chicken, BBQ 
Ribs, Homemade Soup, Extensive Salad Bar, 
Dessert Bar including sugar free desserts & pie, 
and Beverage. Prices are: Seniors over 60 - 
$7.00. Others - $8.00. Banquet facilities are be-
hind the serving line. 
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December Exercise Answer 
To make this easy just remember that you are altering your course to compensate for the direction and the speed of the current.  Your 
boats actual speed of advance (SOA) will be the result of your boats speed through the water as altered by the speed and direction of 
the current. 
Your intended course of travel - obtained from your chart with your course plotter - was 341o true.  To determine the course needed to 
counteract the current and its effect on your speed you need to construct a diagram.  This can be done on any clean sheet of paper, you 
can use printed lines or even the edges for lines of latitude and longitude. 
Step 1.  Apply a dot on the paper at a position so that your course will not run off the paper.  That spot represents your present or start-
ing position.  See the figure below. 
Step 2.  From that dot, plot the true course toward your destination;  In this case it is 341o It represents your intended course of travel or 
track (TR). 
Step 3.  From the same dot, plot the set (direction) of the predicted current.  In this case 203o true.  This line represents the current.  By 
placing the current at the beginning you will be able to correct for it. 
Step 4.  You now use a distance scale to measure the distance traveled in ONE HOUR.  Any scale will work.  One that is divided into 
tenths is best.  I use a metric scale and is shown in the figure below.  This allows us to use one cm per mile traveled in one hour and 
one mm for each tenth of a mile.  Use your dividers to mark the current line at 1.8 cm, this represents the distance traveled in one hour 
by a 1.8 knot current. 
Step 5.  You now set your dividers to the predicted distance traveled in one hour by your boat at its expected speed.  In this case your 
boats speed will be 12.0 knots so you use 12 cm to represent this speed.  You then place one end of your dividers at the 1.8 knot posi-
tion on the current line and place a mark where the other end touches your intended course of travel or track line.  Then, without mov-
ing the end of your dividers on the course line move the other end to the starting dot.  Use your scale to determine this distance.  It 
represents your speed of travel along your track as affected by current.  The distance is 10.7 cm and representing a speed of advance 
(SOA) of 10.7 knots. 
Step 6.  Draw a line from the 1.8 cm end of the current line to where the 12.0 cm distance connected with the track (intended course).  
Then you determine its direction using your course plotter, this line represents the true course needed for you to counter the effects of 
the current.  In this case it is 347o true. 
This true course is converted to a compass course by: 
T  347o True course from your plot. 
V   19o E From your chart. 
M  328o Calculated by applying variation to the true course (T). 
D   2o E From your deviation table. 
C  326o Computed by applying deviation to magnetic course (M). 
 
In most situations, where your destination cannot be seen, it is important to know when you should get there.  After having traveled 
your predicted time and your destination is still not evident you should slow down and or stop until you have determined why you are 
not where you expected to be.  To determine time of travel: 
You write down:  60 D STreet. 
 Where: 
  D = Distance - from your chart 3.7 nM. 
  S = Speed of boat - SOA from your plot. 
  T = Time in minutes - calculated from speed and distance X 60. 
60 X D = S X T and fill in the information you have. 
60 X 3.7 = 10.7 X T multiply the two numbers next to each other and divide by the one on the other side of the equation. 
 20.7 min. = T or round to 21 minutes. 
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A NEW TEST FOR WHAT WORKS ON AN ENGINE 
ROOM FIRE 

 
We all have one or two fire extinguishers on our 

boats. Have you ever used yours and thought about how 
you would put out a galley or a fire in the engine compart-
ment? You may not think it can happen to you but in 2001, 
there were 153 incidents of fire and explosion on boats, 
resulting in two fatalities and $ 3,000,000. in property dam-
age. In 2002, the Coast Guard reported 160 incidents of 
fire, resulting in four deaths and over 
$ 11,000,000. in property damage. 

In October of 2003, United States Power Squad-
ron, District 16 conducted a hand held fire extinguisher 
demonstration and test as part of the Fall Conference in 
Bellingham, Washington. The purpose was to demonstrate 
to our members the effectiveness of various weights of 
hand held fire extinguishers for an engine compartment fire. 
To make this demonstration and test more closely resemble 
a boat fire, the North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron 
built a mock up of the stern section of a 25 foot pleasure 
boat, complete with engine compartment. This size was 
selected as there are some 260,000 registered pleasure craft 
in the State of Washington and 92 % are 26 feet or less. The 
mock up contained a fire pan below deck located at engine 
height and a removable maintenance hatch. 

To date, most fire extinguisher training has been to 
use a fire pan in an open space and sweep the fire using the 
PASS technique and portable fire extinguishers. This does 
not replicate an engine compartment fire as the engine com-
partment is below deck level. This creates a chimney effect 
which results in a more intense and larger fire. The engine 
compartment (fire pan) was covered by a box type lid, simi-
lar to what you would expect in a 26 foot open boat. A line 
was attached to the cover so it could be raised and lowered. 
The test fire fuel placed in the pan was a mixture of 3 quarts 
of diesel and 1 quart of gasoline for ignition. The igniter 
was a highway flare attached to a long pole. 

We let the fire burn for approximately one minute 
with the cover off to simulate the time required to locate the 
fire extinguisher and get it to the fire. The first attempt to 
extinguish was with a Coast Guard approved Type B, size 1 
2-1/2 lb dry chemical extinguisher. That did not extinguish 
a fire in a 30 inch square pan that had been uncovered for 
about a minute. We did extinguish the fire with a Type B-1, 
5 lb. 10 B:C dry chemical. in most cases. 
Demonstration 
Be aware the ABC multi-purpose fire extinguishers contain 
mono ammonium phosphate, a highly corrosive chemical. 
We do not recommend use of ABC on any engine or elec-
trical fires. The Coast Guard has approved clean agent fire 
extinguishers which will not harm metal, as it leaves no 
residue. Unfortunately, the cost of these units is 2 to 3 times 
the cost of the B-1, 10 B:C units. 
You may wish to consider a Coast Guard approved flooding 
system with it’s ability to put out the fire immediately and 
automatically. Since we limited our tests to hand held units, 

these systems were not considered. 
We learned several things from the demonstration: 
1. The location of the engine and typical cover makes for a 
significant chimney effect for the fire. Instead of the flames 
being red, the flame was a mix of red and mostly yellow, 
indicating a hotter fire than we expected from a fire in a pan 
without sides. When we closed the cover and then raised it 
again, the fire immediately increased and changed color 
from a red to a yellow. 
2. Since the supply of oxygen is so important, you must 
control the amount of oxygen getting to a fire. Since the 
engine compartment with the cover off created a chimney 
effect, we recommend use of an oxygen control device 
which will allow fire extinguisher access to the fire with the 
cover on. One such device is called a Fire-Port and is manu-
factured by Marine East. This device is inexpensive and 
allows the fire extinguisher access to the engine without 
uncovering the fire and will increase your chances of suc-
cess dramatically. It is permanently installed on the side of 
the engine compartment where it is accessible to the fire 
extinguisher. It is particularly useful on sailboat installa-
tions where the engine compartment is below the cockpit 
deck and aft of the companionway or under a settee. 
Test 
For our demonstration, we tested the following: 
Coast Guard rated Type B-1, 2 ½ lb dry chemical fire extin-
guisher  
Type B-1 5 lb. 10 B:C dry chemical 
We also had 10 lb, dry chemical fire extinguisher units for 
back up if necessary. 
Results 

We first tried a 2 ½ lb. dry chemical. We found that this 
extinguisher is insufficient to extinguish a 30 inch square 
fire that had been uncovered for a short time. We did find 
that the Type B-1, 5 lb. 10 B:C would accomplish the job in 
most cases. Remember, this was a fire that had unlimited 
access to oxygen. The design of the 5 lb. differs from the 2 
½ as it allows more extinguishing agent to be delivered in 
the same amount of time than the 2 ½, thus is more effec-
tive. The 5 lb. is 1 ¼ inch larger in circumference and 1 ¼ 
inch shorter than the 2 ½ lb. and is not appreciably larger. 
Our conclusion from the demonstration was that if you have 
an inboard engine and do not have a pre-engineered, fixed 
engine enclosure flooding system, you should have two 
items installed on your boat.. 
A means of getting a fire extinguisher to an engine fire 
without opening any hatches. Install a Fire-Port or equiva-
lent. Have at least on Type B-! 5 lb. 10B:C dry chemical 
fire extinguisher adjacent to the Fire-Port and have the Fire-
Port installed so that the extinguisher is used vertically. A 
clean type of extinguisher is preferred. 
Retain your existing 2 ½ lb dry chemical extinguishers for 
use in the galley and other locations, but not as primary for 
the engine compartment. 

 
Joseph Cartwright, SN              Chris Muir, P 
USPS District 16 USPS        NOSPS Squadron 
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January Exercise 
 

You had a new heater installed in your boat and 
are anxious to give it a try away from the dock.  
To give the heater a test you and your wife decide 
to take an overnight cruise to Reid Harbor on the 
south side of Stuart Island.  The weather is not 
bad for winter - little wind and light rain at the 
present and predicted to stay the same for several 
days. 
 
The charted depth of water where you choose to 
anchor is 4 fathoms 5 feet for a total of 29 feet.  
Your boats draft is 2 1/2 feet.  Your anchor bow 
chock is 4 feet above the water line.  The tide is 
low at -1.9 feet when you arrive at noon.  Your 
depth sounder indicates a depth of 27 feet.  You 
want a rode of 7 and for an estimate, you calcu-
late 30 X 7 = 210 feet in your head.  You set your 
anchor and pay out 210 feet of rode and go below 
to warm up with a nice big cup of hot chocolate 
and a bowl of clam chowder your wife made on 
the trip over. 
 
After lunch, in your nice warm cabin, you check 
your tide tables and find an evening high of +10.0 
feet predicted.  As that is the highest tide ex-
pected during your stay, how much more rode 
would you need to maintain a scope of 7? 
 
P.S.  I am not picking on husbands.  I know that 
women are very capable of handling a boat as 
well as a galley.  If you want, the two people in 
the story can change places. 
 
Please send your answer with calculations to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. US Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 
98555 

HOW TO READ YOUR 
HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

 
ABC00001A304 

 
CHARACTERS 1-3  (ABC) = 
MANUFACTURER IDENTIFICATION CODE (MIC) 
· Assigned by U.S. Coast Guard. 
 
CHARACTERS 4-8  (000011) = 
SERIAL NUMBER 
· All remaining characters are assigned by the manufac-

turer. 
 
CHARACTER 9 (A) = 
MONTH OF MANUFACTURE 
 
CHARACTER 10 (3) 
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE 
 
CHARACTERS 11-12 (04) = 
Model Year 
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NEW MARINA CALLING CHANNEL 
 
How many times have we heard boaters calling 
marinas on channel 16? Or, the working channels 
were in use by boaters arranging moorage. 
 
U.S. and Canadian authorities have agreed to a 
common Marine VHF Radio Channel (frequency) 
for boaters to call marinas. Effective January 1st 
in Northwest waters the Port Operations Channel 
66A will become the common primary marina 
channel. 
 
In Canadian waters, use 66A to call any Marina.  
South of the Border, channel 66A is now the pri-
mary hailing channel for all marinas and 78A is a 
secondary channel to allow a transition. Do not 
call marinas on channel 16. They won’t be listen-
ing. 
 
In any case, use LOW power only. Canadian and 
most U.S. marinas are limited to using handheld 
radios, so blasting at high power will not help if 
you are out of range and will interfere with oth-
ers. 
 
If you do hear a boater calling a marina on 16, 
don’t rebuff them. Offer to help by giving the 
new channel. They probably just came up the 
coast. 
 
The Recreational Boating Association of Wash-
ington and the BC Yacht Club Association has 
worked this out with their respective authorities. 
RBAW has printed the 14th Edition of their popu-
lar pamphlet “VHF Frequencies for Pleasure Ves-
sels in the Pacific Northwest”. I will distribute 
copies at the January NOSPS meeting.  
 
If you can’t wait, it is on the RBAW’s website at 
http://www.rbaw.org/2003/pdfs/0603pdfs.shtml. 
 
Bob Stearns  P 
Radio/Tech 
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 

 USSPS Dinner Meeting 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Tuesday, January 13, 2003, at Secret Garden Buffet, formerly Rosewood Cafeteria. 
The cafeteria is located at 1936 E. First Street in Port Angeles Plaza, on the East side of town. The Plaza also contains 
Radio Shack and Rite Aid. 
 
Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 hours. B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to violate any 
open container laws. 
 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey Baked Ham, Fried and Baked Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Homemade Soup, 
Extensive Salad Bar, Dessert Bar including sugar free desserts & pie, and Beverage. Prices are: Seniors over 60 - $7.00. 
Others - $8.00. Banquet facilities are behind the serving line. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


