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What A Bargain! 
Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 

 
So you’ve paid your NOSPS annual dues 

recently like a good member.  Have you considered 
what you get for the $24?  (That is $2 a month.)  
Let us pause for a moment and realize what you get 
for your hard-earned money. 
 On the grand scale you become a part of the 
National U.S. Sail and Power Squadron organiza-
tion and get a large chunk of influence through the 
lobbying power and reputation of this well-
established national community. USPS can defend 
your rights against harmful or restrictive rules and 
regulations and they can go a long way towards 
protecting our precious marine environment. 
 As a member of USPS you are eligible for a 
sizeable discount on marine insurance premium 
rates and you also receive a discounted member-
ship in Boat US, which provides towing insurance 
and discounted merchandise. These savings alone 
are typically worth several times the price of your 
dues. That’s the money part of the equation.   

On the knowledge side you receive the Na-
tional USPS Ensign magazine and the coveted and 
highly interesting NOSPS Straitlines Newsletter.  
Through these publications you are apprized of 
safety issues, security and regulatory notices and 
many diverse articles and features guaranteed to 
inform you and capture your interest. Included in 
the Straitlines you can find the cruise schedules for 
NOSPS and the yacht clubs that are planned.  
When you join one of these cruises you have the 
opportunity to travel to the various destinations in 
the company of friends and acquaintances.  It is 
comforting to have so many of these knowledge-
able mariners (old hands) nearby to help coach the 
neophyte (newbie) through some of the many 
strange passages and marinas never before encoun-
tered and then have those same friends near at the 

end of the day to compare experiences around the 
dinner table in a local destination restaurant or at 
an end-of-day potluck.  (“Going to new places 
and meeting new people,” sounds like an Army 
recruiting slogan.)  
 These experiences increase our knowl-
edge and familiarity with the Puget Sound envi-
ronment while we have a pleasant boating outing 
at the same time.  Increasing our knowledge is 
also the goal of the USPS educational program.  
The many advanced courses available to USPS 
member’s stepladder from Seamanship through 
Senior Navigating. There are also elective courses 
in Marine Electronics, Engine Maintenance, 
Weather and Cruise Planning available through-
out the year.  All of these experiences are de-
signed to increase your confidence and keep you 
safe. 
 Now for the “commercial.”  This Squad-
ron has been slowly losing ground in the finance 
department.  We’ve been in the “red” for a few 
years and are in the process of trying to recover 
lost ground by doing simple things like increasing 
some of the costs of our classes.  These classes 
have traditionally been money losers for us at the 
local level because we haven’t been keeping with 
the increasing costs of “postage and handling.” 
 Your Executive board and the finance 
committees have been working to find ways to 
avoid a large increase in dues.  It is possible that 
we may only have to ask for a small increase if  
the new course fee schedule makes up for most of 
the cost of doing business.  Think about the value 
of your $24 annual dues.  If dues are now $2 a 
month will you still be satisfied that you are get-
ting your money’s worth for, say, $3 a month? 
We need to consider this ahead of time so that we 
are not surprised if  a dues increase becomes a se-
rious consideration this fall for the upcoming year 
(2004). 
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MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at a location to be announced. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
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Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
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Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

Report of Executive Officer 
Ron Jones, JN 

 
 
As we have just paid our dues for another year’s 
membership in the North Olympic Squadron of 
the USPS, its time to think about how we can 
each get the most benefit from belonging to this 
organization.  For some of us, it will be to go on 
one of the cruses planned by the squadron or per-
haps to join in a cooperative charting activity, or 
to be involved with the vessel safety checks.  
 
What about volunteering to serve on a commit-
tee?  It takes a lot of members participating on the 
various committees to make the squadron suc-
cessful.  Don’t wait to be asked, if you would like 
to be involved in a particular activity contact the 
committee chairperson and volunteer.  The more 
you put into an organization the more benefit you 
derive from your membership.  
 
Recent articles in the news have indicated that 
exercising the mind is just as important as physi-
cal exercise in keeping fit.  At the end of the sum-
mer boating season consider an exercise program 
for your mind by enrolling in one of the advanced 
grade or elective classes that will be offered by 
our squadron. It is fun to learn new things, and all 
of these classes are designed to help make you a 
better and safer boater.  Have you ever considered 
setting as a goal to become a Senior Navigator by 
taking all of the advanced grade and elective 
classes?  For the first time since 1985 the squad-
ron is teaching a Navigation class.    The squad-
ron roster indicates that thirty-five of our mem-
bers are Advanced Pilots. Each AP is a potential 
JN & N student.  Go for it!  

 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

NINE MORE NORTH OLYMPIC 
MEMBERS  

BECOME LICENCED  
Chris Muir and Bob Cooper facilitated the Canadian 
Federal Exam for the pleasure boater operator’s card 
(PBOC) on Saturday, June 28, 1:00 p.m. at the 
Sequim Library on Sequim Dungeness Way. 
The following members passed and were issued 
temporary licenses.  Del Copeland, S, P/C Peyton 
Greenough, AP, Dana Shaltry, AP,  Craig Paulsen, P,  
Will Woods, JN,  Bob Thompson, P, Cdr Ted Shanks, 
P, Rick Mell , Joe Richerts P.  Ask any one of them if 
they think it is worth the effort.  To register and get a  
study manual send a  $24 check payable to NOSPS to 
Chris Muir 214 W 2nd St. PA.  W.A. 98362.   The next 
exam will be scheduled for sometime in September of 
this year.  
 
Chris Muir, P  VE 

Safety Officer & Boat Pro Administrator 
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NOSPS Board Meeting 
Garden Café 

Port Angeles, Washington 
June 16, 2003 

 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to order.  
The minutes of the May meeting were approved as 
printed in The Straitlines.  Rick Mell gave the treas-
urer’s report.  The Board discussed the fact that more 
money was spent last year than the squadron col-
lected.  We will be charging more for classes this year 
in order to cover all the expenses related to ordering 
materials and setting up various classes.   The auditing 
committee will audit the treasurer’s records on June 
20th.  It was moved, seconded and passed by a vote 
that we will no longer be issuing a $10 coupon to each 
new member.  The coupons already presented will be 
honored, but no new ones will be issued.  Charges to 
be made when one challenges a course by taking the 
test were discussed by the group. Craig Paulsen 
thanked Hank for the bears obtained for the young 
ladies that rode on the NOSPS Float in the Irrigation 
Festival Parade.   Ken Shaver, who is forming a new 
Squadron in Port Townsend, now has fourteen mem-
bers and four prospective members.  USPS will send 
the new Squadron one hundred free books for Boat 
Smart courses.  SEO, Peyton Greenough will see if 
the new ABC books could be sent instead of the Boat 
Smart books.  Safety Officer, Chris Muir  reported 
that there would be a PFD demonstration at the 
Sequim Area Recreation Center on Thursday, June 
26th at 11:00AM. Squadron members may bring their 
personal PFDs and deploy them in the pool.   Hooked 
On Donuts will donate $25 to SARC to help defray 
the cost of the pool.   NOSPS will be setting up a 
photo opportunity with the Canadians this month in 
hopes of having an article in The Ensign concerning 
the cooperation on the Canadian Pleasure Craft Opera-
tors certification.  On June 28th at the Sequim Library, 
the Canadian Pleasure Craft Operators test will be ad-
ministered to interested parties. 
The Board was asked to send “get well” cards to Bob 
Deland.  Tom Chandler, Administrative Officer  
reported that he only had three people to sign up to 
help with Fall Rendezvous at Sequim Bay State Park.  
Please volunteer to help with this event.  Help is 
needed in all areas from organizing food to the silent 
auction.  Boat Smart classes will be set up for some-
time this summer.  Three people have expressed inter-
est in the class.  Peyton Greenough, SEO encouraged 
all members of the Board to go through Operations 
Training.  It will be offered in October or November.  

The Squadron can earn points if all Board members go 
through this training.  After January 1st, some changes 
will be made to Advanced Piloting and Marine Elec-
tronics.  Will Woods will teach advanced Piloting in 
January.  Peyton said he would try not to conduct Pi-
loting and Advanced Piloting at the same time.  Meet-
ing was adjourned at 11:50AM.  Respectfully submit-
ted, Judy Shanks, Secretary. 

SEO’S MESSAGE 
The boating season is here, now.  But, before you 
know it, it will be class-time again.  We have a cadre 
of excellent instructors who are well trained and know 
their subjects. 
 
There is a good deal of important information in these 
courses—even if we don’t personally apply all of it in 
our boating experiences.  The theories and ideas in the 
various subjects give us some good background of 
how “things work”.  We may have an expert do our 
electrical and engine repairs for us, but it’s important 
that we at least have an understanding of what goes 
on.  And certainly, much of the work we can do for 
ourselves. 
 
The same goes for Advanced Piloting.  Many boaters 
feel that they have all of the electronics that will do 
the work for them—faster, more efficiently and more 
accurately.  This may be true, but I find that under-
standing the background for the processes makes the 
exercise much more understandable.  
 
Operating a boat is substantially different from operat-
ing a car.  On the water, there are no centerlines or fog 
lines.  Your boat is subject to influences, such as the 
wind and current that your car is not. 
 
How many of us suddenly would be able to plot a 
dead reckoning course?  Coming across the Strait if 
we were suddenly blinded by fog and our chart plotter 
was back at the factory for repair, we might have a 
serious problem piloting. 
 
Don’t laugh—it happened to me. 
 
Boating education in all aspects is one of the major 
functions of the Sail and Power Squadrons.  It is 
unique to our organization and, in my opinion, the 
factor that makes us a “cut above the rest”. 
 
P/C Peyton Greenough, AP SEO 
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  USPS PLEDGE 

 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  
United States Power Squadrons®; 

Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 
Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
  
Cliff Bayuga  2nd              Cheryl Coulter  21st 
Ann David 7th                   Linda Yaruss  23rd 
Peyton Greenough 9th       Bob Cooper  27th 
Richard Johnson  12th       Rhianna Shaltry  29th 
Bob McCormack  16th      Nancy Day  30th 
Joe Richerts  16th  

 
CAN YOUR  PFD  SAVE YOUR  LIFE ? 

It was just this last March that another local pleasure 
boater drowned while wearing his personal flotation 
device.  According to an eye witness who attempted to 
save him, the victim was within 100 feet of Ediz Hook 
but could not see land because of 6-8 foot waves. Af-
ter approximately 12 minutes in the water holding 
onto a line from the boat he fell from, he lost con-
sciousness, turned loose of the line and drowned.  
Tragically, this makes three people who have 
(according to the coroner’s office) drowned in the past 
15 months or so.  The other two victims were in the 
Dungeness Spit area about 12 miles east of Ediz 
Hook.   

The USPS Boat Smart  manual states on page 40 that 
there are 5 basic types of Coast Guard approved life 
preservers. Here, in part, the Boat Smart Manual goes 
on to state… the lower the number, the better they 
perform.  The Coast Guard-prescribed identification 
also provides a clue.  The offshore jacket (Type I) will 
provide more support and protection than the near-
shore (Type II).  A flotation aid (Type III) provides 
the least security.  Type I jackets will turn most un-
conscious wearers face up.  Type II jackets will turn 
some unconscious wearers face up, and Type III jack-
ets will not turn wearers face up. 

Type 1—Offshore Life Jackets for All Waters: espe-
cially offshore remote waters where rescue may be 
delayed.  (In my opinion we are boating primarily in 
these conditions) 

Type 11—Near-Shore Buoyant Vests: for protected 
waters, near-shore where fast rescue is likely. 

Type III—Flotation Aids: for calm, protected, inland, 
near-shore waters where there is a better chance for 
fast rescue.  
 
Type IV—Throwable Devices: for throwing to a per-
son in the water to grasp and hold until rescue. 

Type V—Special Use Devices: only for special uses 
or conditions.   The label states limits of use which 
may include approval only when worn.   

The manufacture claims some of the new inflatable 
models that are rated Type 5, will perform like a Type 

2.   So which are they?   There is some debate going 
on in the marine industry as to the current rating 
method of PFDs   and whether it should be relied  
upon.  For the whole story on this  see the safety sec-
tion of the current West Marine catalog pages 764-
777. 
 
 
Chris Muir, P  VE 
Safety Officer NOSPS 
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
ASEO Richard Michels, AP  

       
      Course         Dates Time    Location Cost                   Contact                              
        
Sailing 101/102            TBD TBD        TBD     Mark Lewis:     683-9479 
             
Skipper Saver               TBD TBD        TBD              Nancy Magisos:  681-4241 
             
Operations Training     TBD TBD        TBD                  Joel Magisos:  681-4241 
             

   Boat for Sale 

1979 Campion 24’ I/O Cruiser.   

35 hours on factory remanufactured engine installed 
2001. Volvo 280 out drive.  Flying bridge.  Electron-

ics:  Raytheon fish finder and loran,  VHF radio - 
lower;  depth sounder, fuel flow meter - upper.  Fiber-
glass dinghy;  downriggers.  Heavy duty trailer with 
fitted bunks.  Enclosed head.  Safety, docking and 

anchoring equipment.  Ready for fishing or cruising.  
$13,500.     

683-9479 

 

It's now Official 

Point Wilson  

Provisional Power 
Squadron 

Born June 17th 2003 1000 hrs. Port Townsend 

 
Congratulations to Peter Bulkeley, Tom Chandler, 
Duke Sparks and John Fleming for successfully    

completing the Marine Electronics Class. 
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Send your answer with calculations to: Robert E. Brummett, 40590 N. US Hwy. 101 Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
 
 
 

Monthly Quiz 
Robert Brummett SN 

Answer for June Quiz 
     Compass         Relative       Compass            Magnetic            Deviation 
      Heading         Bearing        Bearing           Bearing        
 
         000o                       105o                105o                                       105o                                          0o 

  
         045o                       060o                                105o                                       105o                                          0o 

 
         090o           014o                                 104o                                      105o                                         1oE 

 
         135o           328o                                 103o                                      105o                                         2oE 

 

         180o           285o                                 105o                                      105o                                           0o 

          

         225o           240o                                 105o                                      105o                                           0o 

 

         270o           196o                                 106o                                      105o                                         1oW 

 
         315o           152o                                 107o                                      105o                                         2oW 

 
I hope, that if you tried this on your boat, that you had lots of patience with each other.  It is not easy to maintain a steady 
compass heading or determine a moving relative bearing.  One thing that I have found that helps is for the person on the 
helm to continuously repeat the compass heading (loud enough to be heard over the engine noise).  For example, 090, 090, 
091, 092, 091, 089, 088, 089, 090, 090, 090, —- until the person on the peloris says—”got it”.  Just remember (both of 
you) that the only relative bearing that counts is the one obtained while the boats heading (in this case) is 0900.  Also re-
member that this scenario was repeated for all 8 boat headings so you should not be surprised that it took at least one hour.  
This will get somewhat easier the more times you do it. 
 
Now with all 8 of your relative bearings entered into your table you must first compute a compass bearing: 
 
From piloting—the boats compass heading added to the relative bearing on a distant object equals the compass bearing of 
the distant object.  If the total is >3600  you must subtract 3600 for the total. 
 
Next you must determine the magnetic heading of the distant object.  This could be determined by getting a true bearing 
from your chart or calculating a true bearing if you know the latitude and longitude of the distant object and your location 
and applying variation.  These data are not provided here.  In this case you have to assume that your compass has been 
installed properly and in that case the magnetic bearing of the distant object is the average of a round of compass bearings.  
The deviation E should come close to canceling the deviation W.  In this case the sum of the compass bearings is 840 and 
when divided by eight the average is 1050.  This is entered in the table for magnetic bearing for all 8 boat headings. 
 
You now write down: 
T 
V 
M 
D   000 
C  1050 

 
And fill in what information you have.  For example for compass heading 0000 and 0450 there is no deviation, but for 
heading  0900 and 1350 you would have: 
Heading 0900         Heading 1350 

T         T    
V         V 
M  1050          M   1050  
D       10E        D       20E 
C   1040         C   1030          You would continue for the remainder of the table.      
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THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

July Quiz 
 

You are headed down Puget Sound on your way to the Dis-
trict 16 cruise and redezvous at Port Orchard.  You plan to 
call our squadron commander who is already at the dock 
and let him know your ETA.  He wanted the squadron boats 
as close together as possible so he will help guide you into 
your slip, if he knows when to expect you. 
 
When you consult your chart again, you decide to call when 
you round Bainbridge Reef light and that at that point you 
will have 7.0 nautical miles to the dock.  It is a beautiful 
day and you are in no hurry as long as you are tied up at the 
dock in time for cocktails at 1700. 
 
As you pass the light, you slow to 4.0 knots at 1418 and call 
on your VHF radio.  What do you tell him your ETA will 
be? 
 
Send your answer to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 
98555 

SCRATCH ‘N SNIFF 
THIS IS EXACTLY HOW CARBON 

MONOXIDE SMELLS! 
IT IS ALSO TASTELESS 

AND INVISIBLE!  

The Puget Sound region is one of the most popular boating 
areas in the world. Major port cities and military 
installations dominate the region. Large ships and other 
vessels that do not maneuver as easily as smaller vessels ply 
these waters on a continuous basis. These vessels run the 
gamut from large deep-draft commercial vessels to a 
myriad of naval ships, ferries, and tugboats and their tows. 
Barges under tow can sheer to the side unexpectedly, 
putting vessels nearby in danger. Ships and tows have 
limited forward visibility and ability to maneuver and may 
risk grounding or colliding with other vessels if forced to 
take evasive action. This obviously demands that early and 
decisive action is required for your own safety.  
Remember the master of the large vessel or  tow cannot 
read your mind.  
Stay well clear of large vessels and tows so as not to mpede 
their safe passage. The act of impeding refers to requiring a 
deep draft vessel to take evasive action. It is very difficult 
to quantify just what distance a professional mariner would 
feel that he needed to take action in order to avoid hitting a 
small craft.    
Movements by small craft in the vicinity of deep draft 
vessels must be positive and made in ample time to 
effectively communicate their intended actions.  
It is a sobering fact that if your boat is one mile ahead of a 
freighter coming at you at twenty knots it will be at your 
location in just three minutes and it will take about twelve 
ship lengths to stop. It is recommended that you maintain a 
safe distance from large commercial vessels of  at least one 
mile ahead and one-fourth mile to the side of such vessels 
when practicable. Operating inside of these recommended  
distances can put your vessel into the "Danger Area". If you 
are in a crossing situation, take the safe course and go well  
astern of these vessels.  
Rule 9 of the International and Inland Rules of the Road 
addresses the proper actions of vessels operating in narrow  
channels and fairways. Sailboats, fishing vessels and any 
vessels less than 20 meters (66 feet) shall not impede the 
passage of  any vessel, which can safely navigate only  
within a narrow channel or fairway. What  may look like a 
wide-open area of water to smaller vessels, may in fact be a 
narrow channel or fairway for a larger vessel, or tug and 
tow. Factors such as water depth, tides and currents, port 
and terminal approaches, location of hidden hazards such as 
shoals or submerged rocks, or the proximity of other vessels  
must be considered. When operating in the vicinity of larger 
vessels or vessels engaged in towing, consider your vessel 
to be in a narrow channel and stay well clear, passing astern 
of these vessels whenever possible.  
Rule 10 of the Rules of the Road states that a vessel of less 
than 20 meters in length or a sailing vessel shall not impede 
the safe passage of a power driven vessel following a traffic 
lane.  
Most of the waters from Tacoma, Washington, to 
Vancouver, B.C., including the Strait of Juan de Fuca, have 
designated traffic lanes where this rule applies. Most large 
vessels and tows transiting the area will be using these 

traffic lanes; however, use of the traffic doing so with the 
concurrence of Puget Sound Vessel Traffic Service and the 
corresponding Canadian Traffic Service. In these circum-
stances, due to the confined nature of the Puget Sound re-
gion, Rule 9 (Narrow Channels and Fairways) usually ap-
plies.  
The Responsibility Rule requires that you navigate where it 
is safe and when it is safe, taking into account the limita-
tions of the vessels involved.  
IN SUMMARY, FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL CON-
CERNED: WHEN CROSSING, PASS ASTERN OF  
LARGE VESSELS AND TUGBOATS AND THEIR 
TOWS, AND STAY WELL CLEAR OF THE "DANGER 
AREA".  
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1. SBYC (Sequim Bay Yacht Club), PAYC, (Port Angeles Yacht Club) 
2. Although we show all cruises available to NOSPS members, cruises hosted by other clubs are naturally available to our 

members on a “space available” basis with priority given to members of the club planning the cruise.   
3. The cruise leader has the discretion in accepting bookings based on space availability and sign up date.  Interested 

cruisers are urged to indicate their interest to the leader of a specific cruise as soon as possible.  We will make every 
effort to accommodate all interested cruisers. 

4. Although we have only shown the shakedown cruise for NOSPS it has been informally offered that a member of 
NOSPS is unable to make our shakedown cruise it may be possible to join a shakedown cruise with one of the yacht 
clubs.  It would be polite to contact them as soon as you know. 

5. Harvey Smith will act as NOSPS liaison with other clubs so please direct queries to him, preferably by email. 

NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  
 

CRUISE SCHEDULE for 2003 

 
CRUISE 

 
DATE DESTINATION CONTACT PHONE EMAIL 

NOSPS 
  
  

June 28- 
July 28 

Barkley Sound Bruce Purdy 681-2429 brucep@olypen.com 

SBYC July 7-13 San Juan’s East Mark Lewis 
Joel Magisos 

683-9479 
681-4241 

pamalew@olypen.com 
jmagisos@olypen.com 

PAYC July 11- 
Aug. 23 

Greenway Sound Jerry Noeske 
Hal Gilmour 

457-7854 
582-1652 

jerryno@olypen.com 
halpat@olypen.com 

SBYC/ 
PAYC 

Aug 8-11 ? Sail Cruise/Race 
 
 

TBD   

SBYC Sep 2-17 South Sound Bill Paddock 683-4599 None 
 

PAYC Sept 19-27 Gulf Islands 
Gourmet Cruise 

Scott Jackson 457-5883 macntwo@prodigy.net 

NOSPS Oct 4-11 San Juan West Harvey Smith 
Chris Swenson 

683-3946 
681-5315 

citnalta@olypen.com 
scswenson@earthlink.net 
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Important Website 

One of the better Web Pages giving USPS boating, weather and marina information: 
http://www.pipercreek.net/uspseverett/links/links2.htm 

September Rendezvous and Picnic 
The Squadron needs 6-8 volunteers to plan, purchase, pre-cook,  

prepare, set-up, cook and clean-up at Sequin Bay Rendezvous and  
Picnic on September 5th and 6 th. There will be an organizational  

meeting before the Picnic. 
Anyone interested in helping out, please contact Tom Chandler  

 tac@olypen.com or 
360-457-0684). 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


