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                   USPS PLEDGE 
 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  

United States Power Squadrons®; 
Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 

Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

 
THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

Sweet Music 
Ted Shanks, Commander 

 
 Not too long ago I had the privilege of at-
tending an orchestral performance in Port Angeles. 
While there, enjoying the music I reflected on the 
ensemble before me.  There were musicians of all 
stripes playing the full range of instruments avail-
able to a large orchestra. And there, also, was the 
conductor. Of course he and the selected soloists 
were on the receiving end of the most applause be-
cause they were most visible (musically).  

It occurred to me that a USPS Squadron, 
and in particular the great North Olympic Sail and 
Power Squadron, is much like an orchestra.  Sure, 
we have the Commander and the Bridge, but more 
important we have many individuals with abilities 
and know-how who join in and make the Squadron 
function like a well-oiled machine.  There are the 
teachers, the Vessel Safety Examiners, Cruise cap-
tains, Membership chairpersons and the many oth-
ers who willingly pitch in to keep the functions, 
meetings and dinners available to serve the Squad-
ron. 

Then there is the audience.  The “rest of the 
iceberg” is all of the squadron members who enjoy 
the end product of all this work and expertise.  
Without the membership the result is “the sound of 
a tree falling in the forest without anyone to hear 
it.”  We all have the opportunity to learn from 
courses offered, partake in cruises (solo or group) 
and enjoy each other’s company.   

This year’s main boating season is ap-
proaching the buildup (or crescendo to continue the 
musical metaphor) and we await the approach of 
warmer weather.  Take the opportunity to partake 
of more education and safety checks to make this 
your best yet ever boating season. 

Ted 
Your  “conductor” 2003-2004 

CRUISE PLANNING TO START 
 

So far there are 20 NOSPS members signed 
up for this year's Cruise Planning Course.  
Wow........this should be a fun class!  The 
class is being led by Joe Reicherts and will 
meet on Tuesdays at 7pm beginning March 
16th for 5 weeks at the PAYC.  Cost for the 
course is $42.50 if you need a student man-
ual, or $17.50 if you already have a manual 
or are sharing a manual with another stu-
dent.  Since we have extra manuals avail-
able, the late registration fee is being waved.  
New members are particularly welcome.  
Contact Richard Michels to sign up for the 
course. 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ted Shanks, P                 582-0253 
    450 North St. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Richard Michels,  AP               681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN             457-0684 
 433 Herrick Road 
   Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Executive Committee 
 Robert DeLand S 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Craig Paulson, P 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
  
Rules Committee 
  
 Bob Sorenson, P 
Budget and Finance 
 Eugene Haugen JN 
 Bruce Purdy P 
 Hal Gilmour S 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 
Public Relations  

Historian 
Education Committee 
 Richard Michels,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 George Walker,  AP 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, P  582-0253 
 450 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Hank David,  P  417-7570  
    460 Vogt Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
DONNA BAUMAN      5TH 
JAMES McCARTNEY     6TH 
GEORGE SCHOENFELDT  9TH 
ROBERT BENSON           12TH 
ROBERT ELLIS  13TH 
NANCY MAGISOS 14TH 
PETER BULKELEY 17TH 
ROD ELSTAD  17TH 
JIM SELANDER  17TH 
LOIS BENSON  21ST 
ROBERT KREAGER 25TH 
HANK WARREN 25TH 
JOHN FREEZE  26TH 
ROXANNE FRYER  26TH 
HAL GILMOUR  27TH 
BOB CLANEY  28TH 

NOSPS 
February 9, 2004 

Secret Garden Buffet 
Port Angeles, Wa. 

 
 
Commander Ted Shanks called the meeting to order 
and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Joel 
Magosis read the invocation.   
Commander’s Comments: 
 -Operations Training will be Satur-
day, March 16th at Port Ludlow. 
 -Please update your email addresses 
with Hank David for the Roster. 
 -Marinas may be asking individual 
boat owners to show their registration.  
(New add-on law.) 
 -Spokane District 16 Conference 
will be March 19th and 20th. 
 -Slate of officers to serve on next 
year’s Bridge was introduced 
Induction:  Ron Alspaugh was inducted 
as a member of NOSPS. 
Education: 
 -Instructor Development course has 
been postponed until fall. 
Quiz:  Bob Brummett explained the cor-
rect answer to this month’s quiz.  The win-
ner drawn was Bob Sorensen. 
Announcements: 
 -Del Copeland asked people to 
please sign up for helping with cruises. 
 -Nancy Magosis reminded people to 
get new safety stickers for their boats. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM 
 

COMPUTER TIP 
For those of you who have hesitated to pur-
chase a suite of office programs because of 
the high cost, there is a FREE alternative 
called Open Office.  Open Office consists of 
a word processor, spreadsheet program, 
presentation tool, drawing tool, database ac-
cess, and more.  The programs will run on a 
Mac or IBM PC compatible running the Ap-
ple, Windows, or Linux operating systems.  
The programs are also compatible with simi-
lar programs in the Microsoft Office Suite, 
which means Open Office can read MS files 
and vice versa.  Open Office can be 
downloaded for free from http://
www.openoffice.org and all future updates 
are also free.  To gain a glimpse of the fea-
tures offered by Open Office, navigate to 
http://www.openoffice.org/dev_docs/
features/1.1/index.html. 
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Proposed NOSPS Cruises for 2004 

      

Host Club      Cruise                            Date(s)                    Captain                Phone                          Email      

 

NOSPS         Shakedown *                April 2-5th                    TBD 

                      Poulsbo, Kingston, 

                       Port Ludlow 

                         
NOSPS         Hood Canal                TBD 5-6 days                   TBD                       
                     Pleasant Harbor          Mid May 
 

PAYC           Log Race                           May  9th                      TBA 

                        Sidney/Victoria ,BC                                    Hal  Gilmour 

                                                                                                                         582-1652         halpat@olypen.com 

PAYC           Memorial Day                  May  28th--                  TBA 
                      Gulf Islands etc. 
 
SBYC               Mother’s Day Cruise  May 9th weekend    Chris Swenson 
                          Orcas Island 
   
NOSPS        District 16   *                   June 11- 13th                TBD   

                     Port Orchard 
 
SBYC          Bell Harbor Plus            June  12-13th               George Bist 
  
SBYC          Gulf Islands                  July 21-Aug 4th         Joel Magisos    681-4241   jmagisos@olypen.com  
                                                                                                Mark Lewis    683-9479   pamalew@olypen.com 
  
SBYC           Rendezvous  Weekend  Aug 12-15th ?             TBA 
 
 
 
SBYC            South Sound          Sept 7-22 approx.           TBA                        
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NOSPS          San Juan’s            Sept 12-21st                       TBD  
 
 Notes;    
 

1.SBYC (Sequim Bay Yacht Club) PAYC (Port Angeles Yacht Club) 
 

1.Although we show all cruises available to NOSPS members, cruises hosted by other clubs are 
naturally available to our members on a “space available” basis with priority given to members 
of the club planning the cruise. The cruise leader has the discretion in accepting bookings based 
on space availability and sign up date.  Interested cruisers are urged to indicate their interest to 
the leader of a specific cruise as soon as possible.  We will make every effort to accommodate all 
interested cruisers. 

 
 

1.Del Copeland will act as NOSPS liaison with the other clubs so please direct queries to him pref-
erably by Email at dcopelamd1@tenforward.com 

 
1.  As you can tell this is a tentative plan.  To make it work we will have to have Captains volunteer 

and cruisers let me know if they are interested in any of these cruises.  I did have a few sign up 
at the last Dinner meeting and more took down dates to compare with their personal schedule.  
If you would like your name on one of the lists or would like more info, contact me at the above 
E-mail address or by phone at 681-8876. 

                                                                                                       Del Copeland 
 

  
     *  a   NOSPS  only cruise. 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

Vernal Equinox 
 
March 19, 2004 at 22:49 hours or 10:49 p.m. PST 
the center of the Sun will pass directly over the 
Earth’s equator (declination 0). This moment is 
known as the vernal equinox in the Northern 
Hemisphere and marks the first day of the season 
of spring. The Sun reappears at the North Pole 
after being away for six months. The right ascen-
sion at the vernal equinox originally was in the 
constellation of Aries and the point of crossing 
was known as the first point of Aries but because 
of precession, it is actually now in Pisces. For 
people in the Southern Hemisphere, this is the 
moment of the autumnal equinox. 
           Translated literally, equinox means “equal 
night.” Because the Sun is positioned above the 
equator, day and night are about equal in length 
all over the world during the equinoxes. A second 
equinox will occur later in the year on September 
21, at 21:30 hours or 9:30 p.m. PST. This date 
will mark the autumnal equinox in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 
           These monumental moments owe their sig-
nificance to the 23.5-degree tilt of the Earth’s 
axis. Because the earth is rotating like a top or 
gyroscope, it points in a fixed direction continu-
ously – towards a point in space within 1 degree 
of the North Star. The Earth is also revolving 
around the Sun. During half the year, the South-
ern Hemisphere is more exposed to the Sun than 
the Northern Hemisphere. During the rest of the 
year, the reverse is true. Because of the tilt, we 
receive the Sun’s rays most directly in the sum-
mer. In the winter when we are tilted away from 
the Sun, the rays pass through the atmosphere at a 
greater slant, bringing lower temperatures. 
           Modern astronomy aside, people have rec-
ognized the vernal equinox for thousands of 
years. There is no shortage of rituals and tradi-
tions surrounding the coming of spring. Many 
early peoples celebrated because their food sup-
plies would soon be replenished. The date is sig-
nificant in Christianity because Easter always 
falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon 
after the vernal equinox.  
Easter Sunday can fall on any date from March 

22nd to April 25th. The year-to-year sequence is so 
complicated that it takes 5.7 million years to re-
peat. The ancient Egyptians built the great SphInx 
so that it points directly toward the rising Sun on 
the day of the vernal equinox. 
 There is a superstition that it is possible to 
stand an egg upright on its pointed end on the day 
of the equinoxes. This is true but it is also possi-
ble to stand an egg on end any other day of the 
year. The underlying assumption is that there is 
some special gravitational balance. No such thing 
occurs at equinox time. Although it is not easy, a 
persistent person can usually succeed with 
enough practice on any day. 
 After long months of cold, dark winter, 
people get a little giddy with the coming of the 
light. Springtime, the Moon, resurrection, Easter 
and eggs, along with a lot of other things involv-
ing fertility, life and death, have become inter-
twined. Even the rabbit, a most prolific symbol of 
fertility has gotten into the picture. But where did 
the association between rabbits and eggs come 
from? Rabbits don’t really lay eggs, do they?   �     
 
Navigators: Remember that the sidereal hour an-
gle of the Sun is 0 or 360 degrees at the vernal 
equinox. 
 
Tom Chandler 
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL & POWER    
SQUADRON PROPOSED SLATE OF           

ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2004 
 
 
COMMANDER - RON JONES, JN 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER - TOM CHANDLER 
ADMIN OFFICER - NEIL ECKERSON 
TREASURER - RICK MELL 
SECRETARY - CECELIA ECKERSON 
EDUCATION OFFICER - RICHARD MICHELS 
ASST. ED. OFFICER - PEYTON GREENOUGH, AP 
EXEC. BOARD - DEL COPELAND, S 
      JIM JONES 
      GEORGE SCHOENFELDT 
BUDGET COMMITTEE - BOB STEARNS, P 
      JOEL MAGISOS, AP 
 
RULES COMMITTEE - BOB STEARNS, P 
  PEYTON GREENOUGH, AP 
  BOB SORENSON, P 
AUDIT COMMITTEE - JOE RICHERTS, P 
    GENE HAUGEN, JN 
     DAVE MATTINGLY, AP 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE - TED SHANKS, P 
   BOB STEARNS, P 
   HANK DAVID, P 
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 NOSPS Dinner Meeting 

                              NOSPS Dinner Meeting 
The NOSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, March 8, 2003, at Secret Garden Buffet, formerly Rosewood 
Cafeteria. The cafeteria is located at 1936 E. First Street in Port Angeles Plaza, on the East side of town. The 
Plaza also contains Radio Shack and Rite Aid. Happy Hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 hours. 
B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to violate any open container laws. 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey Baked Ham, Fried and Baked Chicken, BBQ Ribs, 
Homemade Soup, Extensive Salad Bar, Dessert Bar, including sugar free desserts, and Beverage. Prices are: 
Seniors over 60 - $7.00. Others - $8.00. Banquet facilities are behind the serving line. 
The Clallam County Drug Task Force will be our speaker. They will be talking about drug smuggling across 
the Strait Of Juan De Fuca among other things. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


