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STRAIT TALK  

Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 
I must admit that was some of the best pasta 

I've ever tasted as served to us by Cedars of Dun-

geness at our February 9th General Membership 

Meeting.  I could live with the cheesecake des-

sert too!  Kudos to Mike Anderson from the Safety 

Committee who was asked to fill in for Hank 

David, who became ill at the last minute.  After 

Mike  filled us in on the Safety Committee, he 

played an informative DVD on cold water immer-

sion.  Gene and June Haugen won the MOM award 

this month for their combined contributions to 

NOSPS of over 26 years.  That's what I call dedica-

tion! 

The new slate of officers was approved for the 

2009-2010 Bridge year and will be installed at the 

Change of Watch dinner on April 13th.  Mark your 

calendar.  The membership also approved splitting 

our raffle proceeds (3) ways, rather than two.  This 

issue has now been turned over to the Planning 

Committee to suggest  implementation details.  Ku-

dos go to new members Chuck and Mona Gates for 

offering to bring boating supplies to our meetings 

to be raffled off.  Check out their contributions 

when you sign in at the next meeting.  NOSPS 

greatly appreciates the Gate's generosity. 

Also of interest is the D16 Spring Conference 

& Change of Watch to be held March 27th ï March 

28th at South-Center.  By attending a District  

Continued on Page 10 

Executive Officerôs Report 

Lt/C Raymond Thomas, AP 

Those of you who are boat slip holders 

have to come to terms with the increased slip rates 

imposed by the Port of Port Angeles Commission.  

We now see, on our 2009 monthly statements, a 

10.9% increase at John Wayne Marina and 7.9% 

increase at Port Angeles Boat Haven.  With the 

current economic situation we tried to convince the 

Commissioners to provide some relief at which we 

were not successful.  I want to thank Doug 

Schwarz, Charles Martin, Commander Richard 

Michels, and Ted Shanks for their attendance and 

public input in favor of reducing the fee increase at 

the Commission Meetings. 

Training classes are still in full swing.  I 

signed up for three classes this year which included 

Advanced Piloting, Marine Electronics and Junior 

Navigation.  Iôve found all these classes very bene-

ficial and challenging.  The biggest challenge is 

getting oneself back into good study habits.  The 

longer weôve been away from any formal learning 

the tougher it is to get back in the groove.  The big-

gest reward is the satisfaction of completing the 

class, getting your certificate and knowing youôre 

going to be a better boater for it.  My hatôs off to 

our dedicated instructors. 

I want to thank all the members that turned 

in their membership survey.  This provides needed 

feedback as to your thoughts and ideas on how to  

 Continued on Page 8 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  

 Richard E. Michels, SN  681-4762 

 153 E Diane Dr  

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Executive Officer 

 Raymond Thomas, AP 683-8801 

 P.O. Box 672  

 Carlsborg, WA 98324 

Education Officer 

 Ronald T. Jones, SN  681-0193 

 51 Horizon Hills Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Asst. Education Officer 

 Mark Lewis, SN 683-9479 

 81 Cougar Heights Dr. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Administrative Officer  

 Pamela Kauffman, AP 681-8067 

Executive Committee 

 Lt. Svein A. Seljeseth, AP 

 P/C Delbert Copeland, P 

 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
 

Nominating Committee 

 P/C Ron Jones, SN 

 P/C Jim Jones, JN 

 P/C Hank David, P 
 

Audit Committee 
 P/Lt/C Joel Magisos, AP 
 

Rules Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 

Budget and Finance 

 Open 

Co-Op Charting 

 Lt. Charlie Brown,  SN 

 Bob Stevens 
 

Cruise Planning 

 P/C  Jim Jones, JN 

  

Public Relations  

 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
 

Photographer  

 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
 

Safety Officer 

        Lt. Mike Anderson 

Education Committee 

 P/C Ron Jones, SN - SEO  

 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - ASEO 

 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - Advanced Grades 

 Ch LB Electives    ~~ Open 

 Lt/C Judy Shanks, AP - Public Boating 

 Lt. Diane Head, JN - Kids Program 

 

Membership & Member Involvement 
 Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 

 

Merit Mark Coordinator  

 P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

 

Member Orientation 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 

 Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 

 

Planning Committee 

        P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

       P/C Jim Jones, JN 

       Lt/C Ray Thomas, AP 

       Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 

       P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P 

       P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 

       Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 

 

Liason Officer 

      Lt. Doug Schwarz, AP 
 

Roster 

 P/Lt/C Gene Haugen,  N  

Vessel Safety Examiners 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN ð Chairman 

 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 

 Harvey Smith, SN 

 Bill Russell 

 Tom Foley 
 

Decorating Committee 

 ñOpenò: 

 

Ensign Coordinator 

 Cdr.  Richard Michels, SN  

 

Straitlines Editor  

 P/C Ron Jones, SN 

 

Telephone 

 Lt. Svein Seljeseth, AP 

 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 

 P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
 

Supply Officer 

 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

 

Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, SN 

 

Radio/Technical Officer 

 P/C Hank David, P 

 

Historian 

       Janet Atkinson  

 3080 W. Sequim Bay Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, AP  582-0253 

 P.O. Box 1172 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

Assistant Treasurer 

    Carol Brown,  AP        582-0409 

 202 Kirner Road 

 Sequim, WA  98382   

Treasurer 

 Janet Jones, N  582-9134 

 1363 Doe Run Rd. 

 Sequim, WA 98382  

Past Commander 

 Delbert Copeland, P  681-8876  

    250 North St. 

 Sequim, WA 98382 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS  
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Webmaster:  Richard Michels, SN  

 (See last page for details of time & location)                                                teafornosps@yahoo.com 

Executive Board Meetings:  
The Friday before the monthly meeting at Cedars of Dungeness Restaurant (0830).  All members are welcome. 

Straitlines Deadline:  

All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Friday following the General Membership Meeting.   
Contacts:   

Cdr. Richard E. Michels, SN   Phone: 360-681-4762.  Mail:  153 E Diane Dr ., Sequim, WA 98382  

mailto:teafornosps@yahoo.com
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Education Honor Roll 

Congratulations to the following five members 

for passing the Marine Electronics 101 and Marine 

Electronics 102 course modules with very high 

scores.  P/C Hank David, P is the Marine Electron-

ics class instructor. 

P/D/Lt/C Bill Atkinson, AP  

Bob Kauffman, P 

Lt/C Pam Kauffman, AP 

Larry Smith, S 

Lt/C Ray Thomas, AP 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Editorôs Report 

P/C Ron Jones, SN 

Each year the USPS Publication Committee 

reviews the Squadron and District newsletters and 

selects those which are worthy of the Distinction in 

Journalism Award.  If a Squadronôs newsletter is 

selected for the Distinction in Journalism Award 

they can display the Distinction in Journalism 

Award logo on their newsletters.  The Straitlines 

has received the Distinction in Journalism Award  

in each of the previous five years. 

I have enjoyed my time as Editor of the Straitli-

nes; but after five years as Editor it is time to pass 

this task off to a new Editor.  I hope that over the 

past five years you have found the Straitlines inter-

esting and informative.   

Starting with the April issue P/C Richard 

Michels, SN will takeover as Editor of the  

Straitlines. 

Education Officerôs Report 

P/C Ron Jones, SN.   

As I write this report, our JN class is in itôs 

third week and we now have ten members taking 

JN , with an additional two members from a previ-

ous years class that need to complete their sights 

and open book exams.   We will be going to Ediz 

Hook this month to take the required Sun sights. So 

if all goes as planned, by 

June or July, we will have 

twelve new JNs in North 

Olympic.   

  Our Marine Electronics 

students have all passed the 

ME101 & ME102 course 

modules (See Education Honor Roll) and will be 

taking their ME103 exams this month. 

Our Piloting class is under way with only one 

student and our Public Boating class, with ten stu-

dents, that started on  January 15th at the Peninsula 

College in Port Angeles will finish on March 26th. 

We still need Instructors for the Engine Mainte-

nance, Cruise Planning, Sail, and Instructor Devel-

opment Classes.  If you are interested in teaching 

or taking any of these classes, please call your Edu-

cation Committee now to enroll so they can sched-

ule the class and order the correct number of stu-

dent manuals for the class. 

Mark your calendars now for the May 9th Dis-

trict16 Education Seminar that will be held at 

Camp Arnold in Eatonville.  I am sure that you will 

find the program of interest. The Education Semi-

nar will include a Re-Certification class for all our 

Instructors needing to be Re-Certified. 

D16 Education Seminar 
Hosted By: Olympia Sail & 

Power Squadron  

9 May 2009 ï 0900 to 1600  

at Camp Arnold  

 33712 Webster Rd. Eatonville, WA 
E139976 
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March Navigation Quiz 

You spend the night in a small bay on Stuart 

Island east of Sonora Island at the mouth of Bute 

Inlet. The Big Bay Marina Resort was full when 

you arrived so you anchored out to spend the night 

and you tried, but was unable to get reservations 

even for the next night. You find that at the time of 

a tide book listed high tide of + 11.4 feet. the water 

depth under your boat was 27 feet. During the af-

ternoon you listen to the weather station and a front 

is expected during the night with winds of 20 knots 

and gusts to 35. You decide that you should in-

crease your scope to 9. According to the tide book 

the overnight high will be + 12.4 ft and your bow 

chock is 4.6 ft above the water line. How much 

rode should you pay out to achieve a minimum 

scope of 9? 

Send your answer NOW along with all of your 

calculations to: 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 

  Lilliwaup, WA 98555 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Solution for February Navigation Quiz 
Your first step is to write down T, V, M, D & C 

vertically and determine the magnetic bearing of 

the light from your GPS determined position. 

Therefore: 

T 261°  Bearing to light from your GPS  

  position on your chart. 

V  17°E  Variation from compass rose on  

  your chart. 

M 244°  Calculated by applying V to T using  

  the +W and -E rule. 

D 

C 
This is the magnetic bearing for all of the com-

pass headings from your general location, so you 

fill in 244° in the Deviation Table. 

The next step is to determine the Compass Bear-

ing for all Compass Headings by adding the Com-

pass Heading to the Relative Bearing. Remember, 

the Relative bearing is relative to the direction the 

bow of your boat is pointing. I will only demon-

strate for the first and last Compass Heading and 

assume you will be able to apply these examples to 

the other headings. Therefore: 

M 244°  Calculated by applying V to T using 

  the +W and -E rule. See above. 

D    2° W  Calculated as the difference  

  between C and M using the same 

  rule. 

C 246°  Calculated as the sum of the com-

  pass heading (000°) and relative 

  bearing (246°), you determined  

  using your peloris, 

M 244°  Calculated by applying V to T using 

  the +W and -E rule. See above.  

D     5°E  Calculated as the difference  

  between C and M  using the same 

  rule.  

C 239°  Calculated as the sum of the com

  pass heading (315°) and the relative 

  bearing (284°) you determined  

  using your peloris. 

 

   315°  Compass Heading. 

 +284°  Relative Bearing. 

  599°  See NOTE below. 

 -360° 

   239°  Compass Bearing of the light. 

 

NOTE - When your boats compass heading ex-

ceeds the magnetic bearing of the sighting object 

(here the Ediz Hook light) the sum of the Compass 

Heading and the Relative Bearing will exceed 360° 

and you will have to subtract 360° from the total. 

 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

 

 

 

Deviation Table 

Compass 

Heading 

Relative 

Bearing 

Compass 

Bearing 

Magnetic 

Bearing 

Deviation 

000° 246° 246° 244° 2°W 

045° 208° 208° 244° 9°W 

090° 160° 160° 244° 6W 

135° 113° 113° 244° 4°W 

180° 061° 061° 244° 3°E 

225° 014° 014° 244° 5°E 

270° 326° 326° 244° 8°E 

315° 284° 284° 244° 5°E 
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Ediz Hook Lighthouse  

Protected by a three-and-a-half-mile-long spit 

called Ediz Hook, Port Angeles Harbor is the 

northwest's deepest harbor. At the far end of the 

spit, driftwood was burned atop a tripod as early as 

1862 to provide light for navigation. That same 

year Victor Smith, who would play a large role in 

the history of Port Angeles and the Ediz Hook 

Lighthouse, arrived in the Washington Territory. 

Appointed customs inspector in 1862, Smith 

proceeded to force the removal of the U.S. Cus-

toms House from Port Townsend, where it had 

been for nearly ten years, to Port Angeles. After the 

residents of Port Townsend resisted his plan, Smith 

sailed into Port Townsend Harbor aboard a ship, 

and with the guns pointed at the Customs House 

demanded the records. Though Port Angeles had a 

population of only ten, Smith, with the backing of 

President Lincoln's Secretary of the Treasury 

Salmon P. Chase, was successful in establishing it 

as the port of entry 

Included in Smith's plan was the establishment 

of a formal lighthouse on Ediz Hook. An executive 

order signed by President Lincoln established the 

station in 1862, and the bonfire beacon was re-

placed by a lighthouse in 1865. The lighthouse, 

which resembled a country schoolhouse, was a two

-story dwelling with a pitched roof and a small 

tower protruding from one end. A fixed, fifth-order 

Fresnel lens was first shown from the lantern room 

on April 2, 1865. 

As customs inspector, Victor Smith was also in 

charge of appointing light keepers, and not surpris-

ingly he appointed his own sister, Mary, as assis-

tant keeper and his father, George K. Smith, as 

principal keeper. While returning from Washington 

D.C. in July of 1865, Victor died in a shipwreck off 

California. His father continued to serve as keeper 

until 1870, when Victor's sister Mary took over the 

responsibilities of head keeper, serving until 1874. 

A fog bell was added to the station in 1885. A 

pyramid-shaped structure was built to house the 

clockwork mechanism for striking the bell, and the 

one-and-a-half-ton bell was suspended from sup-

port beams near the top of the structure. The bell 

sounded every fifteen seconds in foggy conditions  

By the turn of the century, the combination 

dwelling/lighthouse was in need of repairs and 

mariners had repeatedly complained about the cov-

erage of the fog bell. To solve both problems, a fog 

signal building with an attached octagonal tower 

was completed near the old lighthouse in 1908. The 

new lighthouse was similar to the Mukilteo light-

house completed two years previously, and both 

were designed by Carl Leick.  

The lantern room and lens were removed from 

the 1865 lighthouse and placed atop the new light-

house, but the light source was changed from a 

coal oil lamp to an incandescent oil vapor (IOV) 

lamp. The tower was removed from the old light-

house, and it was remodeled and continued to serve 

as a dwelling together with a newer structure built 

next to it.  

The second Ediz Hook Lighthouse also had a 

lifetime of service spanning only about four dec-

ades. It was replaced in 1946 by a modern beacon 

positioned atop the control tower at Coast Guard 

Air Station Port Angeles, which had been estab-

lished near the end of Ediz Hook. The 1908 light-

house was sold and barged across the harbor to 

Port Angeles, where it is still used as a private resi-

dence.  

References:  

1. Umbrella Guide to Washington Lighthouses, 

Sharlene and Ted Nelson, 1990. 

Lighthouses of the Pacific, Jim Gibbs, 1986. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

P/R/C  Robert Brummett, SN   

Explaining the solution to the  

February Navigation Quiz 

Photo by Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

E139976 

http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz4wwu.jpg
http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz1wwu.jpg
http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz1wwu.jpg
http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz3wwu.jpg
http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz3wwu.jpg
http://www.lighthousefriends.com/ediz2wwu.jpg
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NOSPS Membership 

Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

I want to express a huge thank you to all of the 

35 members who took the time to fill out the 2009 

Member Interest Survey.  The questions in this sur-

vey provide the Bridge with good information and 

great ideas.   Several changes were made in the 

past year that were made as a result of information 

received in 2008.  So I am sure you will see more 

changes in the coming year as a result of what you 

had to say in the current survey. 

Congratulations to P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P and 

Steve DeBiddle, AP who were our prize winners 

this year.  Duke Sparks won dinner for two at our 

next regular meeting on March 9 which will again 

be at the ñCedars at Dungeness.ò   Steve DeBiddle 

won a shirt with NOSPS and our Burgee embroi-

dered on the front.   Your participation is sincerely 

appreciated. 

We would still like to hear from those of you 

who did not fill out a survey.  It is your chance to 

tell the Bridge about anything on your mind re-

garding our monthly meetings, our cruises, classes 

and other events.  If you didnôt get the chance to 

fill one out, please feel free to do so at any time.  

Or, drop a note to any Bridge member or to me, 

Sandy Thomas, and I will see to it that it is heard 

by the Bridge.  We are an all volunteer organiza-

tion, we value each and every member and we 

want to hear your thoughts. 

On the left Steve DeBiddle, AP  

in the middle Lt/C Sandy Thomas, P  

& on the right P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P 

 

Commander Richard Michels, SN  

presenting the Member of the Month award to 

June Haugen & Gene Haugen, N 

Roland Lohner, Bob Stevens  

On the left Pam Kauffman Duke and Dodie 

Sparks, and Svien Seljeseth and on the  

right side of table  Bob Kauffman  

and our newest member, Guy Bear. 

 

Photos by Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

 


