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Commanders Report 
Ron Jones 

 
The North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron just 
finished a great year with many accomplishments 
under P/C Ted Shanks’ leadership. The Squadron 
won the District 16 Commanders Challenge Award 
for the Squadron’s overall achievements in many 
areas such as Education, Publications, Cooperative 
Charting, Public Relations, Safety Demonstrations, 
and Vessel Safety Examinations.  NOSPS received 
the USPS Education Fund Certificate of Merit 
Award for the fifth straight year, our Cooperative 
Charting Program was placed on the USPS Na-
tional Honor Roll for the fourth straight year, and 
our Website received an Excellence Award. Our 
Squadron received the Bell Award for first place in 
Navigation teaching aids presented at the USPS 
National meeting.  The Squadron also received the 
Prince Henry award for superior accomplishments 
in teaching Celestial Navigation.   
 
NOSPS is an excellent Squadron due to the efforts 
of its members.  Our main mission is the promotion 
of safe boating through education; therefore you 
get the greatest benefit from your membership 
when you take an advanced grade or elective class, 
serve on one of the various committees, participate 
in the corporative charting program, have a free 
vessel safety check, or go on a cruise.   
 
To help our SEO, Richard Michels, set the sched-
ule for the advanced grade and elective classes this 
year let him know what class or classes you would 
be interested in taking. A free vessel safety check 
can be scheduled by calling any of the Squadrons 
Vessel Safety Examiners listed on the NOSPS 
webpage http://www.usps.org/localusps/olympic/    
 
The District 16 Annual Rendezvous is scheduled 

for June 11 – 13 in Port Orchard.  To make your 
reservations use the attached form.  James Jones 
has agreed to be the NOSPS Cruise Captain for 
the trip from North Olympic to the District 16 
Rendezvous.  Contact James for details on the 
cruise. 
 
I am looking forward to working with each of you 
this year to keep NOSPS a great Squadron.  

JUNIOR NAVIGATION 
 
JN this year will be taught by Commander Ron 
Jones, JN. 
Ron would like to jump start the course by start-
ing prospective students on sight taking tech-
niques this summer, since it is easier to take them 
at this time rather than in the Fall or Winter. If 
you are interested in signing up for this exciting 
course, please call Ron directly at 681-0193 or 
Mark Lewis at 683-9479. 

North Olympic Sail & Power Squadron 
New Commander, Ron Jones, JN 

 
Photo courtesy of Norma Michels 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ron Jones, JN                 681-0193 
    51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Tom Chandler, JN                 457-0684 
 433 Herrick Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98363 
Education Officer 
 Richard Michels, AP           683-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough , AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Neil Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
   Sequim, WA 98382 

Executive Committee 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Jim Jones 
 George Schoenfeldt 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Ted Shanks, P 
 Bob Stearns, P 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
 Gene Haugen, JN 
Rules Committee 
 Bob Sorenson, P 
 Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
Budget and Finance 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
  
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith AP 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 

Public Relations  
Historian 
Education Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Housing Committee 
 Open 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Jim Fitzpatrick 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
 Robert Thompson, P 
 Jo Ann Thompson, P 
 Robert Claney, P 
 Catherine Claney, P 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 Open 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  P 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 

 
Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Bob Deland, S 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 
Property Officer 
 Open 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
 Craig Paulson, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Chris Muir, P 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Herman Laugallies, P 
 JoAnne Laugallies, P 
        Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Chris Muir, P 
 
 

Secretary 
 Cecelia Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Ted Shanks, P  582-0253  
    450 North St. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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When I camp out in the desert, why are fewer-
stars visible at 4 A.M. than at midnight? 

 Even though the sky might look pitch-
black at both times, more stars are obscured in the 
early morning because that nether time we call 
twilight actually begins as early as two hours be-
fore sunrise (and endures up to two hours past 
sunset). According to astronomer Jeff Chester, of 
the U.S. Naval Observatory, in Washington, D.C., 
there are three distinct phases of twilight. In the 
morning, the first phase is astronomical twilight; 
if you were in Palm Springs on the summer sol-
stice, it would arrive at 3:52 A.M., and you would 
start to see fewer stars than you had an hour ear-
lier. After that, at 4:31, would come nautical twi-
light (when the user of a sextant can see both the 
horizon and the major stars) and, at 5:07, civil 
twilight (when it’s light enough for people to do 
“normal outdoor activities” without artificial 
light). Civil twilight is the indigo phase that most 
of us know as twilight, and only a few stars 
would still be visible, fading out until the sun first 
appeared, at 5:36 A.M. 

Revision of Rules of the Road clarifies respon-
sibility of vessels to avoid collision 
The nautical Rules of the Road have been up-
dated effective November 2003. 
 Perhaps the most important of the changes 
attempts to further define the parameters of in 
extremis maneuvers, those made in a last-ditch 
effort to avoid collision.  
 Rule 8(a) now reads: “Any action to avoid 
collision shall be taken in accordance with the 
Rules of this Part and shall (emphasis added), if 
the circumstances of the case admit, be proactive 
made in ample time and with due regard to the 
observance of good seamanship.” 
 The addition of the italicized phrase is an 
attempt to further discourage vessel operators 
from turning to port when attempting to avoid 
collision. Perhaps as a response to so-called ra-
dar-assisted collisions – one vessel might turn to 
port to attempt to open up the closest point of ap-
proach as plotted on radar, while the other vessel 
turns to starboard to avoid collision, a combined 
effort that results in collision – the rule suggests 
that a turn to port to avoid another vessel is a vio-

lation of an earlier rule to avoid such a maneuver. 
 Formally established at the Convention on 
the International Regulations for Preventing Col-
lisions at Sea, 1972, the Rules were revised in 
November 2001. The changes, in three different 
subjects, wentinto effect in November 2003. 
 One of the changes establishes operating 
parameters for flying boats, or wing-in-ground 
effect (WIG) vessels, which can cruise above the 
surface of the water at speeds of 200 knots. 
 The Rules previously had no mention of 
WIG vessels. WIGs are defined as high-speed 
craft that are “supported in their main operational 
mode solely by aerodynamic forces which enable 
them to operate at low altitude above the sea sur-
face but without direct contact with the sea.” 
 When operating on the surface, WIGs are 
to adhere to the rules for power-driven vessels. 
When taking off or landing, and when operating 
in ground-effect mode, the vessels are to display 
an all-around red flashing light and keep clear of 
all surface traffic. 
 The third change in the Rules eliminates 
the requirement that vessels between 12 and 20 
meters be equipped with a bell for sound signal-
ing. Other forms of sound-signaling in restricted 
visibility, like whistles or air horns, are now per-
mitted. 
 The Coast Guard is apparently not yet 
printing a new set of Rules to announce this 
change. Instead it is releasing a printed addendum 
to be used in existing Rules books. Although the 
new rules have yet to take effect for inland wa-
ters, the changes are expected to be made shortly. 
 
Neil Eckerson, Administrative Officer 
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THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

Meeting. The split is 60/40 unless the winner do-
nates his/her 40% back to the squadron. It will 
cost $1 per ticket or $5 for six. 

The Coast Guard and yacht clubs hold 
GPS seminars. Holding GPS classes was dis-
cussed. Neil Eckerson will contact West Marine, 
Swains, and Radio Shack to see if NOSPS can 
put flyers in their stores for their customers to 
contact us for GPS instruction. 

General Membership Meeting: May 10 
at Secret Garden Buffet. Social hour is 1800; din-
ner/meeting is 1900. Meetings stop until Septem-
ber. 

Next Bridge Meeting: May 11 at Café 
Garden at 0900. Meetings will continue through-
out the year.  

NOSPS 
Board Meeting 

Café Garden Restaurant 
April 19, 2004 

 
Commander Ron Jones called the meeting to or-
der at 0906. The minutes of the March meeting 
were approved as printed in The Straitlines. 

Cruising:  The D/16 Rendezvous is in 
Port Orchard. The Straitlines will have applica-
tion. 

Safety: We need a Safety Officer as Chris 
Muir has resigned. It was suggested that the new 
officer look into using a swimming pool for PFD 
use and training. 

We need stickers for Safety Vessel 
Checks. 

Radio/Tech: The Coast Guard has the 
Global Marine ID database as per Bob Stearns. 

Education: A local Operations Manual 
Training is being set up. 
 The education seminar is May 15 at 
Mount Vernon; there has been a change of 
courses. 

Richard Michels talked about putting class 
questions on our website for the purposes of re-
view. He stated that volunteer Dave Maningly 
will help set up Power Point slides: “computer 
tips” and publish monthly quizzes for review. An-
swers will be available on the website. Increased 
website use by members is focus. 
www.mytenforward.com/michels 

Open Office Program can be retrieved at 
www.openoffice.org 

PA and Sequim Yacht Clubs with NOSPS 
are jointly sponsoring the Canadian Vessel Op-
erators Card class on May 2. Contact Peyton 
Greenough. 

Treasurer: Rick Mell is sending financial 
reports each month by email. We made a profit of 
$100 for the Change of Watch Dinner. 

New Business: It was suggested that each 
Board Member have an apprentice, especially if 
they know they will not be available the follow-
ing year to serve. 

A Swap Meet is in the works; details need 
to be fine-tuned. 

A raffle will be held at the May General 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHER DEMO 
 
Again on April 14th, Scott Lisenbury of Lisenbury 
Fire Protection conducted his annual fire extin-
guisher demonstration at John Wayne Marina.  

The event was coordinated by NOSPS with the 
Sequim Bay Yacht Club and the U.S.C.G. Auxil-
iary invited. 

In all about 18 brave souls weathered the light 
drizzle to hear Scott explain the types of fire ex-
tinguishers commonly found on recreational boats 
and how they are best put to use. 

With a pan of fire blazing, each person was en-
couraged to fight the fire. Most attempts worked, 
while some over shot the base of the flame and 
left the inferno for others to try. 

One attempt with a small, two pounder from a 
local Warehouse store didn’t work at all and the 
twin, packaged in the “2 for 1” buy, barely 
knocked the flames down, only to burst to life to 
be smothered by a five pound Dry Chemical ABC 
extinguisher. 

Bob Stearns for the Safety Committee 

 

COMPUTER TIP  
Let's say you've just finished writing 20 custom 
accounts of your activities during the year, which 
you're going to send to 20 different friends and 
relatives for Christmas. You've signed each docu-
ment with a cheery 'Merry Xmas and Happy New 
Year'. You've also used the word 'Xmas' several 
times in other places in each of the 20 documents. 
Your spouse looks over your shoulder and points 
out that the word 'Xmas' is a little low class and 
should really be spelled 'Christmas'. You now 
sigh, reach for a beer, and wonder how long it 
will take to locate all of the 'Xmas's in those 20 
documents. 
Most computer users can change 'Xmas' to 
'Christmas' in a single document quickly using 
the standard 'Find and Replace' feature of their 
word processor. But how do you do this change 
quickly in all 20 documents? Enter the utility pro-
gram 'TextPad'. TextPad will allow you to make 
incredibly complicated changes to any number of 
documents in one fell swoop. You can download 
a free evaluation copy of TextPad from http://
www.textpad.com/. 

Photo Courtesy of Bob Stearns 
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can easily overpower the small voltage 
available from your zincs and defeat the 
protection you need. This is usually the 
most destructive form of electrolysis and 
you notice it because your zincs get eaten 
up very quickly trying to keep up. If they 
are being "sacrificed" in a short period you 
need to find where the external current is 
coming from.  

The most common source of this exter-
nal current is the shore power connection, 
sometimes referred to as stray current. 
Docks are notorious for bad wiring and of-
ten the ground lead is not connected to 
ground, but is connected to the neutral and 
is being used for carrying current to a 
poorly wired boat. The purpose of the shore 
power ground lead is to provide a return 
path for current if there is a short circuit or 
power leakage from an appliance or the 
wiring on the boat. 

There are other sources of electrolysis 
that you can't correct. The boats on each 
side of you in the marina may be connected 
together through the dock ground lead and 
one may be eating up the zincs rapidly on 
the other. If you sit between them, this cur-
rent may take a short cut by going in an 
item near one boat and exiting via your 
zinc near the other. This will eat up your 
zinc too, even though you are not con-
nected to the other boats. 

The best solution here us to use zinc 
fish while you are at the dock. They are 
large lumps of zinc, often cast in the shape 
of a fish, that are cheaper and easier to re-
place than the zincs on your shaft. The 
"fish" come with a copper wire already at-
tached, which is also used to hang them in 
the water.  The wire should be connected to 
the negative bonding circuit on your boat. 
We had a boat surveyor tell us at our De-
cember dinner meeting that he collected 
old discarded zincs at the boat haul out 
yard to make his own zinc fish. 

Admin. Officer, Tom Chandler 

      
              Electrolysis Can Eat Your Prop 
 

Under normal circumstances zincs 
should last at least a year if they are work-
ing normally, and much longer if you don't 
have any problems. Whenever different 
metals are placed in a conductive liquid, 
such as salt water, you create a battery. If 
you connect these pieces of metal to-
gether, current will flow. This current, try-
ing to equalize the conductivity of the met-
als, will be removing metal from one of the 
metal pieces. This removal is called 
"electrolysis". If the piece being removed is 
the zinc in your flashlight battery that is 
good, but if one of the pieces is your propel-
ler it is bad,When you pull your boat out of 
the water to clean and inspect the bottom 
you may wonder what those pitted, ashen-
white pieces of metal are on your shaft, 
rudder or possibly on the transom. These 
are called zincs. The zincs you use on a 
boat are called "Sacrificial Anodes". Zinc is 
used because it has a higher voltage in the 
water so the current will be more inclined to 
flow from it than from your propeller. To 
complete the electrical circuit, the zincs 
must be connected to the items they are 
intended to protect. Usually this is no prob-
lem because the zinc is bolted right to the 
shaft or underwater housing. Non-metal 
boats will usually have a copper bonding 
wire inside that connects all the underwater 
metal items together so they all share the 
protection from zinc anodes. 

Since engines use the metal frame as 
the negative battery connection and the en-
gine is connected to the prop shaft, the en-
gine and the negative side of your 12-volt 
system are also part of this bonding con-
nection. This bonding wire may also be 
connected somewhere to the rigging. This 
is not for electrolysis protection but for 
some protection from lightning strikes to 
conduct it into the water through the items 
connected together. If other currents are 
allowed to get into this bonding circuit they 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 

 

Things that you will never hear at a boat 
show: 

 “Sure, hop on. Feel free to push all the 
buttons.” 

“Maybe you should look at something a 
little less expensive. We wouldn’t want you 
to over-extend yourself.” 

“Don’t sign anything now. First 
go home and discuss it with 
your wife.” 

“The truth is…. they All  break 
down constantly.” 

“This little honey was named 
‘Boat of the Year’ by the Na-
tional Towing Association.” 

 “I once saw a kid bounce out of 
one these things and fly a full 
sixty feet.” 

Tom Chandler 

 

 

Award Table at NOSPS Change of Watch 
From left: Prince Henry Award, Bell Award for 1st Place at Na-
tional Convention for Navigation Teaching Aids, and District 16 

Commanders Award 
Photo Courtesy of Norma Michels 
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Jody Coman, Marine Surveyor 
 
Let me introduce myself. My name is Jody Co-
man; I am a marine surveyor. So how did I hap-
pen to get into the profession? It is a rather inter-
esting story; I sort of came in the backdoor. We 
had a repair and a boat building shop in the Seat-
tle area for many years. When we moved to Port 
Angeles in the early 1970's we opened a yard 
there. We had built the molds and were building 
some well-received commercial fishing and 
pleasure boats. This was back in the early days of 
fiberglass boat building industry. 
Then came OPEC and the oil embargo. The price 
of petroleum products began to skyrocket. In fact 
for some time the products we used were not 
available at all. Folks were stunned by the price 
of fuel and 
economy was thrown into a near recession. As 
you might have guessed our sales just dried up. 
We continued to repair and modify boats and that 
kept us going for awhile. Later we closed the 
boatyard. 
Boat owners were asking me to come and look 
over their boat and tell them what was needed to 
correct a problem. At this point I saw the need for 
a marine surveyor in our area and realized I had a 
good background to take up the profession. The 
knowledge that I had gained building and repair-
ing boats has been invaluable to me. Marine sur-
veying is a complex field and I review current 
publications of the industry and attend seminars 
to stay abreast of changes. The pleasure and com-
mercial fishing boat building industry has 
changed in the last thirty years from mostly 
wooden vessels to sleek fiberglass, steel, and alu-
minum vessels of just about any size. 
I enjoy meeting and working with boat owners to 
evaluate their vessels and to help them solve 
problems they may encounter. If you have any 
questions about your boat that I might be able 
help with please don't hesitate to call me. Jody 
Coman, Marine Surveyor. 360-457-5092 

Answer for April Exercise: 
 

This is a time, distance, speed problem, so the first thing we do 
is to write down: 
60 X D = S X T and fill in the information we have. 
60 X 49.3 = 8.0 X T and multiply the two adjacent numbers and 
369.75 = T   divide by the one on the other side. 
369.75 minutes = 6 hours and 9.75 minutes, or rounded to 6 
hours and 10 minutes. 
 
Therefore: 
6 h 10m  calculated time from “R2 4sec BELL” to Neah Bay 
     37m  time from PAYC to “R2 4sec Bell”. 
      10m   time after call till you plan to leave PAYC. 
6h  57m 
 
 0810 Time you made the call. 
 0657 Elapsed time. 
 1507 Your estimated time of arrival (ETA) at Neah Bay and the 
time you should tell your friend that you should be expected. 

May Exercise 
 

On 23 May 04 you are at anchor on Jones Island.  During the af-
ternoon, while you are boiling a couple of crabs, you caught ear-
lier, on your propane BBQ you notice the sun shining across your 
compass.  The suns shadow from the gnomon in 044o.  Your 
watch time is 16-00-00 DST and your watch has no error.  You 
record the time, shadow direction and your GPS position of Lat. 
48o 37.1’N and Lo. 123o 02.7 W and the boats compass heading of 
350o on your note pad. 
 
When you get home the next day you call your boating buddy who 
has taken N and give him your recorded data.  He calls back in 
about 10 minutes and tells you the azimuth of the sun was 246o 
true.  The variation at Jones Island is 18oE.  What is your compass 
deviation at the heading of 350o? 
 
Send your answer and work to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 
98555 

May Birthdays 
Gary Martin 8th Clifford Brown   11th 
Zoel Thomson 11th Susan Kreager   15th 
Bob Stearns 18th Joel Magisos   20th 
Judy Shanks 20th Genene Adendorff-Koepp   22nd 
John Fleming 25th Ron Tacker   25th 
Dana Shaltry 26th Vance Bingham   27th 

Congratulations to the following NOSPS members 
who recently passed the Weather 101/102 class: 

Richard Carey  Janice Mell 
Jim Jones  Richard Michels 
Jack Luenow  Jim Selander 
Rick Mell  Ted Shanks 
Janice Mell  Gary Yaruss 
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SEO’S QUIZ 

Richard Michels, AP 
 
A gusty, changeable wind is an indicator of: 
 

1. stability 
2. rain 
3. instability 
4. warmer weather 

 
For the answer, go to http://my.tenforward.com/
rmichels/ and click on Weather and then click on 
'Rain, Humidity, and Fog'. 
 
 
True or False 
The “red sector” of a lighthouse means that you 
should pass the lighthouse on the starboard side 
when returning from seaward. 
 
 
For the answer, go to http://my.tenforward.com/
rmichels/ and click on Piloting and then click on 
'Aids to Navigation'. 
 
 
 
Nylon is a good choice for an anchor rode be-
cause it: 
 

1. is the least expensive line 
 
2.     is strong and elastic 
 
3.     floats 
 
4.     does not stretch 

 
For the answer, go to http://my.tenforward.com/
rmichels/ and click on Seamanship and then click 
on 'Marlinespike and Seamanship'. 
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 
 
General Membership Meeting: May 10 at Secret Garden Buffet. Social hour is 1800; dinner/
meeting is 1900. Meetings stop until September 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


