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COMMANDER 'S COMMENTS
Commander Peyton Greenough, AP
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By the time this edition of Straitlines is in yduainds
the District 16 Fall Conference will have takengala
It is appropriate, even though at this writingash't
happened yet, to acknowledge some of the people
who have worked very hard to bring it off.

P/C Nancy Magisos originally chaired the committg
and got the process off to a good start. Shdreont
ued to work through to the end. After the Cruising
Season was over, Hal and Pat Gilmour took over t
direction and “pulled in all the lines” to bringtia-
gether.

Gene Haugen was Treasurer and Budget Master,

while Carol Brown collected the money and registr
tions. Charlie Brown manufactured the signs, mea
tickets and place cards. Charlie Price created and
printed the raffle tickets.

Bob Sorenson acquired the raffle items and with B
Stearns and Frank Benson organized the raffle: J
dee Price and Ann David designed and made the
quilt, which was the premier item. Trudy Miller
worked on housing and Judy Shanks chaired the f
service. Bob and Bonnie Cooper put together and
operated the Ship’s Store. Duke and Dodie Spark
manned the membership table.

During the Cruising Season when it seemed that €
ryone was gone, Hank David put in many hours fi-
nalizing the budget, printing the registration form
and written information and getting it all out tésb
trict and Squadrons. He was a contributing soafce
ideas.

Joel Magisos and Hank David were judges for the
teaching aids. Herman and JoAnne Laugalles put

together the tour of the Coast Guard Station on Sun

day. Harry and Rose Ross oversaw the setting up

of the tables and chairs. Heather Smith was imgeheli

of decorations.

There are many other tasks that were done on the

of the conference, such as driving attendees amd-tf

portation for non-member activities; table and ched
organization, decorations, registration tables—mat
bits and pieces. People involved in these acwiti

were: Mary Stearns, Glenda Shoop, Larry Lindbelg,

Ed Brown, Jo Anne Thompson, P, Donna Greenol
b€ Gerry and Rita Noeske, Lois Benson, Harvey Smif
and Craig Paulson.

NEWOW! If | have missed anyone, | apologize. ltis
obvious it takes a large number of people to host 3
affair such as this. These NOSPS members have
proven themselves very capable.

A- My thanks to all of you—we [00keGREAT!
I

Monthly Dinner Meeting
12 November 2001

| John Wayne Marina
D

Y Social Time 1800: Dinner 1830

Baron of Beef or Chicken al’ Orange

$17.00
Steamed Vegetables, Mixed Green Salad, and
Baked Potato Rounds
Bread Pudding w/Rum Sauce or Chocolate Deca
dence
YUMMMMMM!
Program—“Boat Repair” - Dan Sessler, General
Manager of Prime (the Top Side Repair Group)

|

If you have email you will be receiving
an email request for reservations otherwi
you will be called to confirm your reserva

tion.

[2)
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Remember that you will be responsible for
payment if you make a reservation and
fail to attend.
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BRIDGE OFFICERS
Commander
Peyton Greenough, AP 683-6506
388 Dungeness Meadow, Sequim, WA 983

Executive Officer
Hank David, P 417-7570
460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362

Education Officer
David Mattingley, AP 683-8226
264 Stampede Drive., Sequim, WA 98382

Secretary
Arline Dailey, A 683-7023
P. O. Box 550, Carlshorg, WA 98324

Treasurer
Kristin Tucker, P 457-7357
185 Hoare Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362

Past Commander
Nancy Magisos, AP 681-4241

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS

General Meetings:
September through May on the 2nd Monday of the mont

Executive Bridge Meetings:
4th Monday of every month at 10:00 am at Brick&®6 Marine Drive, Port
Angeles. All members are welcome.

Straitlines Deadline:
All materials for publication must be submittedthg morning of the Executive
Bridge Meeting.

Contacts:

Sandy Jones, Editor ph. 681-0193 Submissionsil exmaand-
sandy@olympus.net or mail typed copy to 51 Horil#ifs Rd., Sequim, WA
98382

Business Advertising:

Port Angeles Area: Scott Jackson, P 457-5883

Sequim Area: Del & Sydney Copeland 681-8876

Classy Classified:

Email or typed submissions to the editor by thetfoidvionday of the month.

201 Buckloop Rd., Sequim, WA 98382

CIRCULATION
This month 154 issues will be mailed to the membétae North Olympic Sail
And Power Squadron, other district 16 squadrorntsomal officers, and to other
interested boaters and supporters.
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VSC: Herman Laugallies, P
VSC: Ted Shanks
Judy Shanks
Craig Paulson, P

. VSC: Chris Muir, P
Duke P, & Dodie P, Sparks
Bob P, & Jo Anne P, Thompson Trailerable Boats
Bob S, & Cathy Claney Will Woods, S
Straitlines Editor
Sandy Jones
Judy Shanks, Asst. Editor

Rules Committee
Jerry Dow, S
George Walker, AP

Keith Duppenthaler, AP

Trudy Miller

George Walker, AP

Duke P, & Dodie P, Sparks
P/C Nancy Magisos, AP
Paul Mowrey, AP

STRAITLINES

North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron

November 2001, Page 2



REPORT OF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Hank David, AP

At the recent Boat Smart course sponsored andhta
by NOSPS instructors, Deputy Gary Velie covered

section concerning legal requirements and reguiatio

concerning the recreational boater. Deputy Velie
briefly commented on the tragic drowning of four

this past summer off the Washington coast. Althodic

the details will never be known, there are seviai@hs
that offer clues as to what happened. The 178ost
ton Whaler the four fishermen took out that day wa
found capsized near La Push. Although the Bosto
Whaler is well known in the boating community as
very safe boat, it has weight limitations. Thegeth-
tions are set by industry standards and applyito al
small watercraft. The fact that the weight of tier
boaters alone probably exceeded the manufacture
limits was a real ingredient for disaster. When yo
add the weight of the motor, fuel, fishing tacktemd
and provisions for a day of fishing, you find tlyau
are even more vulnerable. Throw in the thick fog 3
heavy swells present that day, and a picture starts
emerging of the misfortune endured by the boaters
who were just out for a day of fishing and camarad
rie.

Although the numbers of boating fatalities natiacaten
are dropping steadily every year, boat registratiane
increasing at a faster rate. Over 2.7 million muoats
were registered in the year 2000 than 1988, and tHh
number of boating fatalities was at a new low rdco
of 701 persons. As encouraging as these number
every single accident that occurs on water is wooth
our attention. By learning the details of accidenich
as occurred at La Push makes us aware that prag
what we teach can indeed save lives. One of ther

components of all.S.P.S. courses is safety, and th
fact cannot be stressed enough!

The U.S. Coast Guard Office of Boating Safety affe
the following tips for preventing boating injuriesad
fatalities:

Wear Your Life Jacket While Boating

Capsizings and falls overboard account for mora the

half of all recreational boating fatalities eaclayéd.ife
jacket use by all boat occupants can be effective i
drowning prevention. All states (except Hawaii,Hd3a

and Guam) have some mandate regarding the wea

of life jackets (often affecting only children undege
12). Coast Guard-approved life jackets are now dg
signed for greater comfort, fit and wear to promote
greater use.

Avoid Alcoholic Beverages While Boating

Alcohol use affects judgment, vision, balance, and
coordination. USCG incident data show that in

t fatalities involving alcohol use, over half of the
victims capsized their boat and/or fell overboard.
Additionally, more than one-third of all fatalities

€ resulting from a collision involved alcohol use.

U

Complete a Boating Education Course

S Approximately 70% of reported incidents involve
i operator controllable factors. The primary causes
@ of incidents are operator inattention, carelesgness
recklessness, inexperience, unsafe speeds, and
failure of the operator or passenger-"lookout" to
identify hazards. Boating education courses teach
the regulatory and statutory rules ("Rules of the
Road") for the safe operation and navigation of
recreational boats.

'S

Participate in the Vessel Safety Check (VSC)
Program

€ The Vessel Safety Check (VSC) is a free public
service provided by the Coast Guard Auxiliary and
U.S. Power Squadron volunteer organizations
promoting boating safety. These volunteer person
check safety equipment and provide information
about equipment purpose, safety procedures and
applicable regulations.

e

1"2}

Be Aware of the Risk of Carbon Monoxide (CO)

Poisoning
ic
¢ All internal combustion engines emit CO, an
a odorless, colorless, poisonous gas. In the early
stages, the symptoms of CO poisoning are similar
seasickness and CO can kill in a matter of minuteg
Significant CO poisoning potential can include the
use of air conditioning powered by an onboard
motor generator; operation of any gasoline powerg
engine while docked and/or rafted with other
boats operating engines; or being underway with
improper cabin ventilation. To avoid CO poisoning
be aware of the risk, ensure sufficient ventilation
properly install and maintain equipment, and wiliz
i CO detectors.
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EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

by the w
Educational Committee
=

UP COMING BOAT SMART CLASSES

January 26 & 27
March 16 & 17
May 11 & 12

Registration is Saturdays at 1230 hours and classes
run from 1300 to 1700 hours each day. See you
there!

Port Angeles Fire House
Sequim Fire House
Port Angeles Fire House

For more information, please contact Ann David at
417-7570.

- >

IS YOUR BOAT CAUSING
PROBLEMS?

The last time you headed for Victoria, did you
wind upON Smith Island?

Did you anchor your boat in Fisherman’s Bay
and wake up in Cattle Pass?

When you headed for that shoal, did you go
through it?

Learn how to avoid those nasty little problems
and stop blaming your boat!

IT'S TIME FOR YOU TO TAKE THE

“ADVANCED PILOTING
COURSFE’

Wednesdays—1900 to 2100
17 January through 21 March 2002

Call Richard Michels, 681-4762 or e-mail
rmichels47@yahoo.com to sign up.

Elective Classes:
1. Engine Maintenance - Wed; Jan 16 - Mar 13
PAYC
2. Instructor Qualification - Tue; Jan 15 - Feb 26
JWM
3. Skipper Saver to be scheduled
4. Sail 101 and 102 challenge or seminar type
5. Cruise Planning challenge or seminar type

Contact: Mark Lewis, AP - 683-9479

JWM = John Wayne Marina
PAYC = Port Angeles Yacht Club

(Approximate charge for each class is $35 for
books and materials provided)

RESTAURANT

2577 W. Sequim Bay Rd., Sequim, WA 98382
(360) 681-0577

PORT ANGELES
MARINE, INC.

MOORAGE - FUEL - SHIPYARD

Chuck Faires
832 Boathouse Drive

Port Angeles, WA 98362
C. Chris Zook

(360) 457-4505
.Il President

OLYMPIC PENINSULA TITLE COMPANY
TITLE INSURANCE - ESCROWS
AGENTS FOR
TRANSNATION TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY

(360) 457-4451
FAX (360) 457-4525
1-800-488-0865

319 S. Peabody, Suite A
Port Angeles, WA 98362
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SAFETY
COMMITTEE
NEWS AND
INFORMA-
TION

An article in the April, 2001 issue of “The
Ensign”, on GMDSS, peaked my interest, so |
decided to find out more on how it would impact
the recreational boater in the Pacific N.W. and
share it with NOSPS.

Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System

The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS) is an international distress and radio
communication safety system for ships and even-
tually all commercial vessels. The GMDSS is an
automated ship to ship and ship to shore system
digital selective calling technology. Marine VHF
for coastal, High Frequency for off shore and the
high seas, and other high tech satellite modes,
such as EPIRB.

In 1988, the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) amended the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS) Convention to implement the GMDSS
worldwide. On February 1, 1999, the watch
keeping requirement on High Frequency ceased
for GMDSS compliant ships and they will be
allowed to turn off their VHF channel 16 watch on
February 1, 2005.

Does this mean we must comply? No, we are not
required to have GMDSS, but like VHF, which we
are also not required to have aboard, it is a wise
skipper who recognizes it's value for the safety of
boat and crew.

GMDSS will become the most reliable method of
reporting an emergency by:

Simplifying the radio operations to two simple
actions.

Enhances search and rescue coordination witH
vessel data previously provided in the Mari-
time Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number
application.

By-passing the congestion on VHF channel 16
for the initial alert.

As | write this, the USCG plans to implement
GMDSS-VHF as “one element of the USCG
National Distress and Response System
Modernization Project, which plans to replace the
whole USCG VHF distress system during the perigd
2003 to 2005 or 2006".

Today Group Seattle says they have the GMDSS-
HF/MF equipment to respond to off shore or open
ocean digital distress alerts. So we are in thellajd
the big ships are on GMDSS with HF/MF
frequencies, but will they still be really listegito
VHF channel 167

Note: If you are near the Vessel Traffic System
lanes, commercial ships are best reached throegh|th
VTS on channel 12 in Puget Sound, 5A in the Strajt
of Juan de Fuca-South side and 11 in the North.

So, why shouldn’t | wait until 2005 or 2006 to get
GMDSS? Well, where do most of us cruise? Canafda
has taken on a different deployment. The Canadia
Coast Guard, over the last two years, has deploye
the VHF system from Solander Island on the West
Coast of Vancouver Island, down through Juan de
Fuca Strait and up to the bottom of Texada Island
Georgia Strait. Victoria's Mt. Helmcken site covers
quite a bit of Puget Sound.

O >

(Part 2 continued on Page €

~—"

- -
Welcome New Members

Jim and Gloria Fitzpatrick, 116 D Hilltop Drive,
Sequim, WA 98382

William and Lael Lewis, 62 W. Seahorse Lane,
Sequim, WA 98382

USPS PLEDGE

| do solemnly pledge to:

Abide by the bylaws of the
United States Power Squadrons®;
Promote high standards of navigation and seamgn-

ship;

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;
Render assistance whenever possible;
And conduct myself in a manner that will add pres
tige, honor and respect to the United States Powr
Squadrons.®
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Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System-Part 2

Here is how GMDSS-VHF works Remember
when VHF channel 70 was taken away from voice
use? Well, we get to some benefit and to use it fo
digital signaling. To send a marine distress in
GMDSS the crew will perform a simple task, such
depressing an emergency button for a few second
activate, then the microphone (PTT) button mome
tarily to transmit the distress. The distress 1agss
containing the station’s Maritime Mobile Service
Identity (MMSI) number and latitude/longitude is
automatically transmitted to all stations on channe
70. The message is repeated until acknowledged

As mentioned earlier, contained in the distresg ale
message will be the vessels Maritime Mobile Serv
Identity. The MMSiI is like a telephone number for
signaling marine mobile stations, but in an
emergency it has a second purpose. When applyin
for the MMSI, information is provided to assist the
RRC in search and rescue efforts, such as thelves
name, a brief description, the homeport, and the
name and telephone number of an emergency cotj
on shore. So, like a 911 call, the RCC will knowow}
made the distress call, the location and be able to
confirm that the vessel is at sea before beginaing
search. Thus reducing false alarms.

N
5
]_

Application for a MMSI is simple and painless for

another station; typically a shore based Rescue-Cgc The FCC has contracted with BoatUS to provide a

dination Center. A local alarm sound will sound an
the radio will automatically switch to channel 16.

After acknowledgement, the traditional voice May-
Day is broadcast on VHF 16 to give the nature ef t
distress. The RCC will answer and check the MM
against an International Database.

The Marine Radio There are two basic classes of
marine radio, VHF (very high frequency) for coasts
cruising and Mid/High Frequency radios if your
cruising will take you twenty miles or more off $sko
and beyond the range of VHF. We will stick with
VHF here.

If you have purchased a mounted VHF Marine rad
recently, chances are it is GMDSS compliant or wi
an optional board you can install the necessary
components. Since 1999, the FCC has required ng
fixed mount models sold in the U.S. to be equippe
with the necessary features. Many manufacturers

made them available before then. Check your Radijc

operating manual.

No hand held VHFs have GMDSS, nor are they
required to.

Digital Selective Calling a technology that has bee
around for a while and is required for GMDSS. DS
uses Marine VHF channel 70 to send a digitized all
to or receive from other DSC equipped stationseLi
a telephone, you can call another boat or shore st3
tion whose number is known for routine calls, mak
a call to all vessels in the area (without a nuinber
a distress call to the Coast Guard.

i FREE on-line application service. Go to: http://
www.boatus.conand click on MMSI. In most cases
you can fill out the application and get the MMSI
immediately on-line.

n

51 Global Position System(GPS) provides position
data when connected to the GMDSS VHF Radio.
Connecting your GPS a is fairly simple two wire
installation and it makes the May Day call complet

Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System-Part 3

| have a cellular telephorand an older VHF, why
should | get a new GMDSS radio? “The Coast Gug
does not advocate cellular phones as a substiiute
0 the regular maritime radio distress and safety
h systems ... particularly VHF maritime radio.
However, cellular phones can have a place on bog

V' as an added measure of safety”.
I

Cellular phones cannot provide ship to shig
communications.

Cellular phones cannot provide
communications with rescue vessels.

If you make a distress call on a cellular
phone, only the one party you call will be
able to hear you.

Cellular phones are designed for a land-
based service.

Coverage offshore is limited, and may
change without notice.

Locating a cellular caller is hard to do. With
VHF, the Coast Guard can use radio

)=

D—=—x

(continued on page 9

b' the recreational boater who has access to thenkttef

direction finders to triangulate your locatior].
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON

CRUISE SCHEDULE for 2001 (to be determined)
John Spence, Cruise Planning Chairman
P. O. Box 3907

Sequim, Wa. 98382

CRUISE DATE DESTINATION CONTACT PHONE EMAIL

On the Waterl Summer Ful Any Place by Power
Time Sail Boat

Producing the very best in marine products.

Electric & Hydraulic Thrusters, no holes below wate-
line - Chain Blaster - Dock Chocks - Head Blaster
Dock Hooker - Stainless Marine Dinghy Davits

Fender Hangers - All at:
www.marineproductsgroup.com

Dennis Leinaar & Gene Webber 360-457-9000 _ ™
PO.Box 2911, Port Angeles, WA. 98362 soution: GaugeEcho

Problem:
Not Enough gauges where you need them

+ Works with nearly all 12 Volt gauges & senders
+ “Echos” output from the main gauge’s sender
+ Only 6 wires to hook up—3 from main, 3 to remote

* No adjustments needed—both gauges must be the
same mfg. And model

GaugeEcho™

## 3%
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CycleStat™

Stop wondering whether or not the punjp
ran. Know for certain if the leak is get-
ting worse. Large red LEDs are easily
readable. Delayed increment minimize

! $"
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Classy Classifieds

Classy Classifieds a new servicdeing of-
fered to our members and it's free. You may
place a personal text ad here subject to the f
lowing requirements:

Size not to exceed 12 lines (approximate

45-50 chars per line)

Content to be related to boating
Submissions subject to editing to fit space

Yy
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In some areas, however, cellular phones have
established a special code (*CG), which will coring
you directly to a Coast Guard Operations Center.

What about EPIRB GMDSS has several layers. Or
of the most useful GMDSS systems is the satellite
EPIRB, a small device designed for automated
transmission of distress alerts. The importandb®f
Marine VHF/DSC can not diminish the EPIRB. The
406 MHz satellite EPIRB is a newer and more
reliable device designed to provide rapid alerting,
identification, and accurate location information t
search and rescue authorities. However, an EPIR
alert can't tell the Coast Guard what is the natdre
the distress. An EPIRB can be rented for BoatUS
according to their web site, http://www.BoatUS.cor

A final comment at why we should put GMDSS on
our project list. Like Marine VHF, Recreational
Boaters are not required to have GMDSS, but like
VHF, it is a wise skipper who recognizes it's value
for the safety of your boat and crew. GMDSS will
become the most reliable method of reporting an
emergency aboard.

Even during the U.S. phase in period, the Canadian:

are further ahead in British Columbia waters and if
you are cruising in Canada or the San Juan Island
the GMDSS system will work well and they will
hand off a distress coming from U.S. waters.

Even when no distress exists, DSC will allow you t
“call” friends who are equipped and on a group
cruise, the entire group can be called to confer on
where to anchor next. Eventually, the Squadron
might consider listing member's MMSI numbers in
the Roster.

Some Web Sites | used in this article:
USCG GMDSS Overview

Canadian GMDSS Requirements
FCC GMDSS Information
GMDSS Frequently Asked Questions

Maritime Mobile Service ldentities
BoatUS
ICOM/Marine

Bob Stearns
Radio /Technical Officer

Highlights of the NOSPS Executive Bridge
Meeting October 22, 2001

1. NOSPS ranks eighth in National on Elective
e Courses. Good Job!

C

and 14 October. Duke and Dodie Sparks are
working on membership from the graduating
students.

3. The Roster will be passed around at our 12
November dinner meeting for corrections—it need
B to be updated.

4. The Planning Committee for the George Scott

N Memorial has been selected. They are: Nancy
Magisos, Bob DelLand, Harvey Smith and Don
Sorenson.

5. Discussion of how to better advertise NOSPS t
the general public.

6. Soon all USPS courses will become public
courses open to all for a fee.

7. 12 November dinner meeting will have Dan
5 Sessler from Prime (Top Side Repair Group) as o
speaker.

D 8. Next Bridge Meeting is 26 November 2001,
10:00 a.m. at Brickies, Port Angeles, WA.

A TIME TO CARE

P/C AlRuble AP, 121 W. BIluff Dr, Port Angeles,
WA 98362 and Dodie Sparks, P, 63 E. Nelson Rd
Sequim, WA 98382 are both recovering from recef
surgeries.

Editor's Note—I'm certain any note would helg
in their recoveries!

2. Eight students attend the Boat Smart class3on 1

U7

C
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Important Dates

General Meetings, Second Monday of each Month, @ber through May
Executive Bridge Meetings, Fourth Monday of each Mnth, May through May 10:00 a.m. af
Brickies in Port Angeles

Future Planning

The NOSPS Web Site is at The District 16 Web Page is at
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16




