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STRAIT TALK 
Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 

NOSPS was well represented at the recent 
D16 Fall Conference, which took place in Belling-
ham this year.  We also walked away with our 
share of awards.  Bob Brummett won the teaching 
aid award for Junior Navigation and Navigation.  
Our very own SEO Ron Jones won the Electronic 
Teaching Aid Award as well as the Best in Show 
award.  Front and center for Sandy Thomas, who 
took the National William Selden MIRA award and 
also qualified for a Membership Growth Award.  
Our Treasurer, Jan Jones, and Diane Head each 
won the Power of One award.  NOSPS also took 
the Prince Henry award again this year, after hav-
ing won it in the past.  Ted Shanks and Charlie 
Brown received Educational Achievement Awards.  
As you can see, we are an active bunch! 

At the September General Membership Meet-
ing two more new members were inducted into 
NOSPS; namely, Bob and Shirley Patterson.  I 
hope this gets to be a habit at our monthly meet-
ings!  Lets welcome Bob and Shirley into the 
squadron and get to know them.  

Boat US is awarding grants to organizations, 
who develop projects supporting an area of boating 
safety.  This year the theme concerns alcohol and  

Continued on Page 7 

Executive Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Raymond Thomas, P 

As the fall season starts showing off the bril-
liant colors of yellows and reds our Squadron is in 
full swing with educational programs.  Several 
classes are currently in session and several more to 
be held in the future.  The classes are not just in-
tended for our new members, they can also provide 
a great refresher for all our members that have 
taken the courses in the past.  I highly recommend 
that all members look at courses available and sign 
up for a class on www.calmseas.org.  It will do 
much to refresh and expand your knowledge in 
boating and boating safety. 

The Fall D/16 Conference held in Bellingham 
this past month was not only informative but pro-
vided an opportunity to learn and share ideas be-
tween the Squadron’s in the state of Washington.  
“Key” to any organizations success depends on a 
large percentage of members being involved in the 
clubs activities.  Throughout this month’s Straitli-
nes you will read articles that highlight activities 
shared at the Conference. 

We also learned that alcohol related fatalities 
are on the rise.  The Coast Guard representative 
stated that more training and enforcement will have 
to take place.  This is a roll that we can include in  

Continued on Page 7 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
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 Raymond Thomas, P  683-8801 
 P.O. Box 672  
 Carlsborg, WA 98324 
Education Officer 
 Ronald T. Jones, SN  681-0193 
 51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Mark Lewis, SN 683-9479 
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 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
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 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
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 P/C Ron Jones, SN - SEO  
 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - ASEO 
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 Lt/C Judy Shanks, AP - Public Boating 
 Lt. Diane Head, JN - Kids Program 
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 Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 
 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
 
Member Orientation 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
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Planning Committee 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
       P/C Jim Jones, JN 
       Lt/C Ray Thomas, P 
       Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 
       P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P 
       P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
       Doug Schwarz, P 
 
Liason Officer 
      Lt. Doug Schwarz, P 
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 P/Lt/C Gene Haugen,  N  

Vessel Safety Examiners 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN — Chairman 
 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
 Harvey Smith, SN 
 Bill Russell 
 Tom Foley 
 
Decorating Committee 
 “Open”: 
 
Ensign Coordinator 
 Cdr.  Richard Michels, SN  
 
Straitlines Editor 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 
Telephone 
 Lt. Svein Seljeseth, AP 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
 
Supply Officer 
 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
 
Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 P/C Hank David, P 
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MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Webmaster:  Richard Michels, SN  
 (See last page for details of time & location)                                                teafornosps@yahoo.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Friday of every month at 8:30AM, at Jean's Deli in Sequim. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Thursday following the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Cdr. Richard E. Michels, SN   Phone: 360-681-4762.  Mail:  153 E Diane Dr ., Sequim, WA 98382  
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Education Officer’s Report 
P/C Ron Jones, SN.   

USPS now has liability insurance covering On-
The-Water (OTW) activities.  Now that we are 
covered, the USPS Boat Operator Certification pro-
gram (BOC) is up and running.  The material to 
start a member on their journey to Certification is 
in stock at USPS Headquarters. We can now order 
the Inland Navigator starter package, which con-
tains a US Sailing Manual (describing the OTW 
requirements), Certification Application, Passport 
and IN Certification Guide booklet, for a cost of 
$30.  Additional information on the BOC Program 
can be found on the following URL: 
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����If you would like to become an OTW BOC 
Certifier for our squadron, please contact me.  

At the D16 Fall Conference North Olympic re-
ceived several educational awards.  P/C Peyton 
Greenough, AP, as our squadron’s nominee for the 
2008 Chapman Award,  received a District 16 
“Award For Excellence In Education”.  In the 
Teaching Aids Exhibit Competition P/R/C Bob 
Brummett, SN received a First Place award for his 
entry in the Navigation category & my entry in the 
Electronic Teaching Aids category also received a 
First  Place and it also received The Best In Show 
award.  North Olympic also received the Prince 
Henry Award (See Photo on Page 5) and Charlie 
Brown, SN and P/C Ted Shanks, SN received their 
Educational Achievement awards for having pass 
all USPS Advanced Grade & Elective Classes. 

Charlie Brown (on the left) & Ted Shanks (on the 
right) accepting their Educational Achievement 
award from NOSPS SEO Ron Jones (center). 

Photo By Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

FALL CONFERENCE  
JN - N QUIZ ANSWER 

The shortest distance from Sequim at 48° N 
Lat. and 123° W Lo. is a great circle course. Great 
circle’s represent segments of the earth’s circum-
ference that divide the earth into 2 equal halves. 
The reason planes from Seattle to Europe fly close 
to the N pole is that these routes represent the 
shortest, great circle, distance (cheapest). 

Your diagram of the great circle course on the 
plane of your celestial meridian begins when you 
draw a circle on your bar napkin that represents the 
earth’s circumference as projected on the, celestial 
sphere. (See Figure 1 on page 4). One half of this 
circle represents the Lo. at Sequim of 123° W and 
the other + 180° or 57° E. You then draw a vertical 
line from center top to center bottom and another 
horizontal line across the middle. The two lines 
representing circumferential circles divide the 
drawing into 4 equal 90° segments. The vertical 
circle represents direction E and W from your cur-
rent position in Sequim at the top, labeled Z for 
zenith, and the original circle goes N and S. As you 
view the drawing W is toward you and N is to your 
left. The horizontal line is the celestial horizon. 

The Lat. at Sequim is 48° N meaning that the 
equator “Q” would be located 48° S of you along 
your meridian of Lo. of 123° W. 48° is a little more 
than 1/2 of 90°. A line from Q across the drawing 
through the center represents the celestial equator. 
You now add the N and S poles, Pn and Ps, (90° N 
and 5) from the equator along your Lo. of 123° W. 
A line connecting Pn and Ps is the polar axis. So 
far, all of these circles are equal in length to the 
earth’s circumference and are thus the same size. 

The Lo. of Manila is 121° E and is (121° E+ 
123° W=244° and360° -244° = 116°) 116° west-
ward from your Lo. of 123° W. You represent the 
Lo. of Manila as an arc from Pn to Ps 116° west 
from Q. To approximate 116°, you remember it is 
90° from Q to Pn and 48° from Q to Z. The latitude 
of Manila is 14° N and can be represented as a line 
14° N (about 1/5 of 90°) and parallel to the celes-
tial equator. Where this line of Lat. crosses the 
121° E meridian of Lo. represents the location of 
Manila. A vertical circle from your latitude at Z 
through this position to Na (nadir) represents the 
great circle distance from Sequim to Manila. 

In my bar napkin drawing this vertical circle  
Continued on Page 4 
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FALL CONFERENCE QUIZ  ANSWER 
Continued From Page 3 

intersects Manila about 7° below the horizon. The 
angular distance from Z to the horizon is 90° so the 
total angular distance would be 97° Because this 
circle is the same size as the earth’s circumference 
where 1° =60 nM (you learned this in basic boat-
ing) the distance is 97° X 60 nM per degree or 
5820 nM and is the approximate distance from 
Sequim to Manila. 

When I calculated the distance using the law 
of cosines I got 5761 nM. This gives a difference 
of 59 nM, not bad for an approximation with a 
drawing you can make on a bar napkin. It is unfor-
tunate that USPS no longer teaches how to make 
these diagrams. 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

���������������������  

Solution for October Navigation Quiz:  

When you found your anchor site the water 
depth was 18 feet. You determine the state of the 
tide at that time using the rule of 1/12 which states 
that the change in height of water during a normal 
6 hour tidal cycle is: 
Hour    1  2 3 4 5 6 
Change 1/12   2/12    3/12     3/12     2/12     1/12 

Where the change in feet between high and low 
is used as inches and you determined that the tidal 
height at the time of arrival was + 1.5 feet. There-
fore 

  18.0 ft  Depth of water when you arrived. 
  +1.5 ft  State if tide when you arrived. 
  16.5 ft  Depth of water at MLLW or 0 tide. 
+12.3 ft  Height of high tide during your expected   

stay at anchor. 
    4.2 ft   Height of bow chock above the waterline. 
  33.0 ft   Total distance of bow chock above  

bottom. 
   x 7        Desired scope so you can sleep at night. 
   231 ft   Length of rode needed to assure a scope  

of 7 during your stay. 
 16.5 ft  Depth of water at MLLW calculated 

above. 
 -0.5 ft  Height of low tide during your stay. 
 16.0 ft  Minimum depth of water during your  

stay.  
This was not part of the question, but many 

people calculated it anyway. I guess because the 
information was given. 

  P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 
���������������������  

November Navigation Quiz 
You are salmon fishing with a friend in his 20 foot 
fishing boat. He navigates visually, like my Dad 
fishing in the ocean, and heads towards shore and 
knows which way to go when he recognizes the 
mountain tops. Just after you catch the last fish for 
your limit you realize that the fog has set in and 
visibility is less than 1/4 mile. You have not seen 
another boat for over an hour. You have your chart 
of the area with you hoping your friend would 
show you some of his fishing spots. He is able to 
point out where you are and you use the compass 
rose to approximate a magnetic bearing to the red 
buoy R “2” Fl R 2.5s off the eastern end of Ediz  

Continued on Page 5 
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D16 Education Officer John Sherrick, JN (on 
the left) and D16 Commander Mark Richey, JN 
(on the right) presenting the Prince Henry 
award to North Olympic Sail & Power Squad-
ron . Accepting The Prince Henry Award for 
North Olympic is  SEO Ron  Jones, SN (center)  

Photo by D/Lt Steve Erickson, AP, Seattle 
���������������������  

Safety Officer’s Report 
Lt. Mike Anderson 

Greetings' ... The Autumnal Equinox has come 
and gone and the Seasonal storms are lining up out 
in the North Pacific ... So, I have now traded my 
Deck Shoes for my Hiking Boots and taken to the 
trails in the Beautiful Olympic Mountains with my 
faithful friend and companion "Captain".  As a ba-
sic understanding of Weather and its manifesta-
tions is fundamental to safe boating .. and Hik-
ers ..  I am presently taking the NOSPS Weather 
Course.  An excellent course and I would like to 
recommend it to "All Hands".  As I see it, there are 
two types of people in this world; The "Weather-
wise" and the "Other-wise"; Let's All be "Weather-
wise".  Boating on the Straits at this time of the 
year can present some nasty weather chal-
lenges.  Here is the "Safety Rule" used by the U.S. 
Coast Guard when deploying small boats on local 
waters during the Fall and Winter Seasons.  When 
the sum total of any combination of Wind and Sea 
conditions exceeds the numerical value 
of "30" ...  DON'T GO OUT.  Example; a 5 ft. sea 
with 25 Kts of wind equals "30"  ...  STAY IN 
PORT!   
Be safe and have a very "Happy Thanksgiving". 
���������������������  
 

November Navigation Quiz 
Continued From Page 4 

Hook. The distance to the red buoy is approxi-
mately 6.5 nM. He has a knot meter and compass, 
but has no knowledge about deviation. You check 
the area around the compass and remove a screw-
driver and pair of pliers. If you assume the com-
pass deviation is zero and the knot meter, showing 
a boat speed of 5.0 knots, slow because of the fog, 
is correct, what is your ETA at the red buoy if you 
leave the fishing area at 1340? 

Send your answer NOW along with all of 
your calculations to: 

P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 
  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 

  Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
����������������������

D16 Recipients of  Teaching Aid Awards  
Photo by D/Lt Steve Erickson, AP, Seattle 

����������������������
Seamanship Class Starts In 
December ~~ Sign up NOW! 
The instructor for this class is  

 P/C Jim Jones, JN  
Seamanship Teaches 

�  Practical Marlinespike 
�  Navigation Rules  
�  Hull Design & Performance  
�  Responsibilities Of The Skipper 
�  Boat Care 
�  Operating A Boat Under Various Conditions 
�  What To Do In Emergencies & Various Weather  
    Conditions 
�  Nautical Customs & Common Courtesy On The  
   Water 
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NOSPS. 
 This past May I prepared the MIRA report by 

citing several ways that NOSPS has worked to 
make our members feel involved.   Among the 
things I included were the development and com-
pletion of a “Member Interest Survey” through 
which we asked our members their opinions on the 
function of our Squadron.  I thank each one of you 
who took the time to complete this questionnaire 
and provide good and useful feedback to our 
Bridge and membership. 

 Another item entered was the inclusion of a 
“New Member Corner” and a regular 
“Membership” article in the Straitlines.  I strive in 
these articles to make new members feel welcome 
and to get information out that I feel will be of in-
terest to all members.  I welcome ideas and ques-
tions from NOSPS membership that might be an-
swered in these articles. 

 And last, but not least, I entered our policy of 
giving our newest members a red ribbon to be 
worn on the name badge.  All existing members 
are encouraged to introduce themselves to the new 
member with the red ribbon and to make them feel 
at home at our regular meetings and events. 
 I was very proud to accept this honor at our recent 
District 16 Fall Conference and again thank you all 
for supporting these membership programs. 
����������������������

Cdr. Richard Michels, SN  &  
Lt. Sandy Thomas, P  With The Member  

Involvement and Retention Award (MIRA)  
Sandy Received At The D16 Fall Conference 

Photos By Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

.New Member Corner 
Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

One of the highlights of our October Member-
ship meeting was making Bob and Shirley Patter-
son official members of NOSPS.  They joined the 
Squadron back in April, but were unable to attend 
a prior meeting.  So, we want to welcome them 
now as newly sworn in members of our Squad-
ron. 

 Bob and Shirley have lived in Sequim for 
about a year.  They have a 42 foot trawler named 
“Rejoice” which is moored at John Wayne Ma-
rina.  Also, you may see Bob and Shirley out and 
about on their Harley’s.  They did quite a bit of 
boating this summer and joined us on several of 
the scheduled cruises.  Bob also helped with 
cleaning and weeding at John Wayne Marina in 
support of our Adopt-a-Marina program.  So 
thanks Bob and Shirley for your help and for 
joining in on the fun. 

 We look forward to seeing you at our regular 
meetings and events. 

Lt. Sandy Thomas, P (on the left)  
Introducing Our Newest Members  

Bob and Shirley Patterson �
���������������������  

NOSPS Membership 
Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

I want to thank all of you for helping our 
Squadron win the very prestigious Member In-
volvement and Retention Award (MIRA).   This 
is a National Award and NOSPS took the honor 
above all 450 Squadrons across the U.S.  We 
were honored with not only a very impressive 
Trophy but most importantly, a check for $400 
which will be used to promote membership in  
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Cdr’s Report Continued From Page 1 
boating.  The award could be an amount up to 
$4000.  The submission deadline this year is No-
vember 1st, so your Bridge has been busy as a bea-
ver putting our project together around our theme 
of "Boats and Booze - You Lose".  The deadline is 
tight, so wish us luck. 

At the October Membership Meeting, two new 
monthly items were introduced.  The first is our 
MOM (Member of the Month) Award.  The pur-
pose of this award is to recognize a member each 
month, who has made a significant contribution to 
NOSPS in accomplishing its mandates.  Bridge 
members are not eligible to receive this award.  In 
October, member Tom Foley won this award for 
performing over 25 vessel safety checks in his first 
year as a Vessel Safety Examiner.  MOM recipi-
ents are automatically inducted into the Order of 
The Dropped Anchor and receive an attractive 
brass key chain sporting a brass anchor. 

The second item introduced in October was the 
Committee Spotlight.  The purpose of the Commit-
tee Spotlight is to clarify the role of a different 
committee each month for the benefit of our newer 
members, who have questions concerning the role 
of our numerous committees. 

There are all sorts of large and small roles to be 
played in making NOSPS a vital and dynamic or-
ganization.  Consider joining one of our commit-
tees for your own edification and growth! 
x���������������������              

Adopt-a-Marina 
�We didn’t schedule a clean-up day for the 

month of September.  The harbormaster indicated 
that the grounds at the marina have been main-
tained so well that there wasn’t any specific assign-
ment for us to take on.  He did indicate that he 
would like us to come back one time later this fall 
when the leaves from all those trees fall to the 
ground.  So, as soon as he gives me a heads-up I 
will post a notice to all our membership.  This will 
be our last cleanup for the year.  If you haven’t 
participated as of yet, plan to give us a hand.  We 
do have a fun time out there.  I would also like to 
hear from our members if anyone of you would 
assume the lead for the Adopt-a-Marina project for 
this coming year.  Give me a call. 

Xo’s Report Continued From Page 1 
our education program.  Bringing in our local law 
enforcement might help us to get this serious 
message across.  
In closing I would like to challenge each mem-
ber of our Squadron to “step up”  and commit to 
do one task this year that will make our Squadron 
more successful.  There are several opportunities 
i.e., take a class, assist in a class, become and in-
structor, get a new member, help on a committee, 
accept a position or attend a bridge meeting and 

share ideas.  We currently have 98 members.  Are 
you one of the actively involved?  It takes every 
member to share some roll in our Squadron to be 
successful in our community.   Contact me or one 
of our officers now and ask where you can help.  

���������������������  
WEBMASTER 

Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 
The webmaster will be short and sweet this 

month.  Note that the Adobe 9.0 version is now 
available.  If you don't have 9.0, you may not be 
able to read PDF documents in the future.  To 
download the latest, 
free version, go to 
www.calmseas.org -
> Boating Links -> 
Educational Info -> 
Get Adobe Acrobat 
Reader.   
���������������������  
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Lt. Sandy Thomas, P (Center)  
Receiving Member Involvement and Retention 

Award (MIRA)  
From V/C David Hinders, SN (On Left) 

NOSPS Members At D16 Fall Conference 
PhotoS by D/Lt Steve Erickson, AP, Seattle 

���������������������  

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY CORNER  
Shirley Patterson   9th 
Gloria Fitzpatrick, P 10th 
Lt. Charlie Brown, SN 14th 
P/C Ron Jones, SN 16th 
Thomas Russell  19th 
Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 22nd 
P/C Ted Shanks, SN 22nd 
John Marshall  26th 
Naomi Brummett, S 30th 
Doug Schwarz, P  30th 

���������������������  
Administrative Officer's Report 

Pamela Kauffman, P 
Do you remember this?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvDpuIdY5WU  
Have you ever wondered what those gulls are yak-
king about now?  Or can an eagle really carry off 
Fluffy?  Well, come to the November dinner meet-
ing and have all of your bird related questions an-
swered.  Our speaker will be Bob Boekelheide of 
the Dungeness River Audobon Cen-
ter. http://www.dungenessrivercenter.org/  Some 
of you have heard one of his presentations before 
and know he will put on an informative and enter-
taining presentation.  

The dinner and meeting will be held on Mon-
day, November 10th at the Pioneer Memorial Park 
387 E. Washington.  Social hour will begin at 5 
p.m. with dinner around 6.  We will have some-
thing new this month.  Your bridge members will 
be preparing the dinner.  We will have a lasagna 
dinner.  The price will be in the neighborhood of 
$10.00.  This will include dinner, coffee and des-
sert.  Please bring any other beverages.  You will 
get more details when the calling committee calls 
you in a couple of weeks.  And, remember, NO 
POLITICAL TALK allowed!  

   Full Moon     First Quarter     Last Quarter     New Moon 

Phases of the Moon OCT 28 2008 ~~ JAN 18 2009 

 

NEW MOON FIRST QUARTER FULL MOON  LAST QUARTER  

OCT 28  ~~  23 14 UT NOV 6 ~~  04 03 UT NOV 13 ~~  06 17 UT NOV 19 ~~ 21 31 UT 

NOV 27 ~~  16 55 UT DEC 5 ~~  21 26 UT DEC 12 ~~  16 37 UT DEC 19 ~~ 10 29 UT 

DEC 27  ~~  12 22 UT JAN  4 ~~  11 56 UT JAN 11  ~~  03 27 UT JAN 18 ~~  02 46 UT 
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SCHEDULE OF ADVANCED GRADE & ELECTIVE CLASSES 

 

Course Dates Time Location Instructor Contact 

Seamanship Start December       
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C Jim Jones, JN Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Piloting Start February      
10 Weeks 

TBD TBD Cdr Richard Michels, SN Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Advanced 
Piloting 

Start Sept. 27th      
10 Weeks 

1900 ~ 2100 Rainbow’s End  
RV Park 

P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
&  Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Junior  
Navigation 

Start February 
14 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C Ron Jones, SN Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Navigation Start TBD 
14 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C/R Bob Brummett, SN Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 

Weather October  14th  
10 Weeks 

1900-2100 SBYC P/C Ted Shanks, SN  and 

Gary Yaruss, JN 

P/C Ted Shanks, SN   

Marine  
Electronics 

October 7th 

 
12 Weeks 

1900-2100 Waypoint  
Electronic 

P/C Hank David, P P/C Hank David, P 

Engine 
Maintenance 

Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD  

Cruise  
Planning 

Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD  

Instructor 
Development 

Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD  

Sail Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD  

� ��������	�
���

��	�����
���
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Cruise Corner 
P/C Jim Jones, JN 

The cruising season is over but we probably 
now are looking after a few boat repairs, changing 
oil, bottom painting and other items to get ready 
for our 2009 Cruising season. Meanwhile let’s 
think about a few items of “ on the water” safety. 
At our USPS Fall Conference (Oct 11-12), the 
USCG Representative talked about Safety in terms 
that we may not be familiar with. He stated that the 
“Wear Rate” of PFDs of boaters age 18 and over is 
ONLY 4.5%. The wear rate of young kids is 98% - 
which probably means that parents make sure that 
their kids wear a PFD while boating, but don’t put 
them on themselves. I have seen many adult boat-
ers who don’t wear their PFDs while boating, 
when they should. So far in Washington their have 
been 18 boating fatalities vs 33 per year before the 
Mandatory Boaters Education Card was effective.  
He also reported that when a USCG boater 
boarded a pleasure boat – the most frequent viola-
tion they found was a boater NOT carrying enough 
or the right type of Fire Extinguishers or PFDs. 
They will be paying more attention to alcohol re-
lated problems with boaters in the future, he said. 
The USCG will be pushing all Washington boaters 
to take a boat safety course and get the Boater 
Education Card. All of our NOSPS members 
should have this card. We have applications on 
hand if you need one to apply for your card, just 
ask any one of the officers.  

P/C Jim Jones, JN  
Discussing NOSPS Cruising Program  

At Our October General Membership Meeting 
Photo By Lt. Bob Cooper, S 

USPS PLEDGE 
I do solemnly pledge to:  Abide by the by-
laws of the United States Power Squad-
rons®;  Promote high standards of navi-
gation and seamanship; Maintain my 
boat and operate it legally; Render assis-
tance whenever possible; 
and conduct myself in a 
manner that will add 
prestige, honor and re-
spect to the United States 
Power Squadrons.® 
���������������������  
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opportunity to find out how this program works.  
We can show you how it can benefit your squadron 
with a series of presentations geared specifically to 
your needs.  That being said, we need to know 
where you want to go with this.  Making the Honor 
Roll is a good goal to shoot for.  It is based on be-
ing awarded a certain number of points for the 
year.  The level for the points is determined by the 
size of your squadron so that any squadron has an 
opportunity to meet the minimum.  There are 
points for time and distances you have to travel, 
points for supporting evidence you provide in addi-
tion to the set points for the activity you are pursu-
ing.  Up to six members may participate on any one 
report so all can get credit towards personal Honor 
Roll as well as Squadron Honor Roll positions. 

 Are you teaching a Piloting or Advanced Pilot-
ing class?  CoCh gives you an opportunity for your 
students to apply these skills directly and partici-
pate in an on-the-water experience.  We can show 
how CoCh can be tied in with Predicted Log in-
volvement.  We’d also like to show you how your 
squadron can participate in depth surveys or range 
surveys.  Just keeping up with the local facilities or 
marinas that are part of the Coast Pilot in your area 
is a good objective. 

 Because CoCh is not just doing an activity but 
it also requires some pretty precise reporting, we 
are looking for members who wish to gain or al-
ready have skills in computer data entry and verify-
ing proper reporting.  CoCh reports are processed 
through government data bases and do require a 
certain level of strict adherence to regulations.  
There are plenty of little jobs within each activity 
to use the multiple skill sets found within your 
squadron. 

 If either Chuck or I haven’t approached your 
squadron as yet, give us a call and let us know 
what dates you might have available for us to share 
with you this fun and worthwhile program.  If you 
have questions or ideas on how we can better serve 
you, contact me at  
ischwartz@quixnet.net or 
360 697-5008.   
Chuck can be reached at 
cleavitt@whidbey.com 

Cooperative Charting 
P/C Inez Schwartz, AP 

D16 CoCh Chair 
Cooperative Charting provides a vital service 

for you and other recreational boaters, also  pro-
vides opportunities to practice seamanship and pi-
loting skills, and  is another  reason (excuse) to use 
your boat regularly.  Remember - every day spent 
on the water extends your life a day 

 So you’ve heard a little buzz lately about Co-
operative Charting (CoCh) and you’re wondering 
how to get involved?  Wow! How perceptive of 
me!  Perhaps you’ve even checked out the CoCh 
page at 
http://www.usps.org/national/coch/index.htm and 
already know there are several areas and activities 
that make up the program.  But…you are skeptical 
how just your input would really make a differ-
ence.  Well, just your input won’t really make a 
difference.  Ah, that isn’t what you expected me to 
say, now is it?  It is true that one person, doing a 
lot, can make a difference.  However one person, 
doing a little, linked with other people who do a 
little too, can make a significant difference.  In the 
big scheme of things; having an impact on adding 
quality and safety to our boating experience, doing 
a small part to reduce the government costs to pro-
vide charts and publications that are accurate, and 
having meaningful activities that attract new mem-
bership to our squadrons, being part of the CoCh 
team might be an area you may want to check out 
further. 

 Over the past couple of years since geodetic 
marker recovery was deleted from award status, 
nautical activity throughout District 16 has been 
anywhere from non existent to minimal with a few 
pockets of spectacular.  This last year Poverty Bay 
Sail & Power Squadron achieved Honor Roll 
Status with their reports activity. 

 We at the district level are very much commit-
ted to help grow the individual squadrons with pro-
grams that will develop new interest as well as 
keep current members involved.  We want to help 
prepare and train for CoCh activities that are both 
challenging and fun.  With a little tweaking of cur-
rent training that is available each squadron can do 
their part to contribute to a dynamic CoCh pro-
gram. 

During the next several months my assistant, 
Chuck Leavitt, and I want to provide you the best 
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
Next Meeting Will Be On November 10th At Pioneer Memorial 
Park 387 E. Washington.  Social hour will begin at 5 p.m. with 

dinner around 6.  We will have something new this month.  
Your bridge members will be preparing the dinner.  We will 

have a lasagna dinner.  The price will be in the neighborhood of 
$10.00.  This will include dinner, coffee and dessert. 

Please bring any other beverages. 
  

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.calmseas.org 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat this Spring, have your FREE  2008 Vessel Safety Check.    
Contact P/C Ted Shanks, SN for an appointment NOW!. 

North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron 
P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN Editor 
51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
Sequim, WA. 98382 

 


