
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAITLINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH  OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER  SQUADRON 

A Unit of UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 
A Member of DISTRICT 16 

 ����������	

��������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������
�����������

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 
OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 
BILL RICHARDS         3rd        CHRIS MUIR                  14th 
 
SUE PURDY        16th      DAVID LINSDELL            25th 
 

Commander’s Report 
Ron Jones, N 

 

Our summer’s warm dry weather and longer daylight hours 
have ended and we are now experiencing the cooler and wet-
ter days of fall on the North Olympic Peninsula. I hope that 
each of you had an enjoyable summer cruising the waters 
around our beautiful area here in the Pacific Northwest. 

Now is the time to let our Squadron’s Education Team know 
which Advanced Grade or Elective classes you wish to take. 
For Advanced Grade classes contact Mark Lewis and for 
Electives contact Ted Shanks. I will be teaching JN again this 
year, with the first of sixteen weekly two hour class room 
sessions starting the last week in October. If you would like 
to take this class, call Mark now so he can order your JN 
course materials. 

Our September Potluck & Bar-B-Q was attended by thirty-
five members. A silent auction of items donated by squadron 
members generated a few dollars, which will help keep the 
squadron’s finances in the black. 

October 11th will mark the restart of our regular second Mon-
day of each month general membership meetings since our 
last one in May. By providing interesting programs and 
speakers, we hope to make the monthly meetings an event 
that you will want to attend. For the October 11th meeting, our 
guest speaker will be Leif Karlsen, author of “Secrets of the 
Viking Navigator” . Leif Karlsen has 45 years of experience 
at sea, including many years in the North Atlantic where he 
served as a professional navigator and radio electronics offi-
cer with the U.S. Merchant Marine. This will definitely be a 
program you will not want to miss. Bob Brummett, SN will 
also be presenting the answer to his navigation quiz published 
in this issue of the Straitlines. I would encourage each of you 
to work the navigation problem and submit your answer to 
Bob. Either mail your quiz solution to Bob or hand deliver it 
to him during “happy hour” at the meeting. 

Remember to visit the NOSPS web site at http://
www.usps.org/localusps/olympic/ for the latest information 

on our class schedules and other activities. 

The graphics used in this newsletter has been reworked to 
reduce the file size of this and future issues of the Straitlines, 
from approximately 2.5MB to less than 0.5MB. This will 
allow members to download the Straitlines in a fraction of the 
time required to download previous issues. 
 

Courses Starting 
 
 Fall is already upon us and this summer's magnificent cruis-
ing season is slowly fading into the background.  But the ex-
citing news is that this is the season that NOSPS courses start 
up again.  This is the time to sign up for a course to answer 
those questions that popped into your mind while you were 
out there on the water.  The ABC, America's Boating Course, 
is being offered to new recruits on Saturday/Sunday, October 
16th and 17th.  Shortly thereafter Seamanship will begin.  
Junior Navigation and Navigation are being taught this fall 
and Piloting/Advanced Piloting/Marine Electronics are being 
offered in the winter, starting in January.  Sign up now, so we 
can get your name on the list and order up supplies.   
 
 For Seamanship/Piloting/Advanced Piloting contact Mark 
Lewis at 683-9479, or for Marine Electronics call Ted Shanks 
at 582-0253.    
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The following three reviews were extracted from the cover of 
“Secrets of the Viking Navigator” 
 
Using clues he gleaned from the Icelandic Sagas, his experi-
ence as a professional navigator, and his voyages on 
“Borgunknarren” – a 60’ Viking ship replica – Leif Karlsen 
reveals the secrets of Viking navigation. Karlsen has done 
extensive research on Viking “sunstone” and “horizon 
board” and explains how they work. This is an interesting, 
valuable, and educational contribution to the understanding 
of the Vikings’ success as navigators, and seamen. 
Dr. Alf Lunder Knudsen, 

Editor Emeritus Western 
Viking 

 
Most navigators have heard of Viking sunstones, but few re-
alize they are more than legend. Leif Karlsen has brought 
them to life. He shows us how they work – now and a thou-
sand years ago – and what it was that led the Viking naviga-
tors to develop this unique tool for finding the direction to the 
sun, even when the sun is obscured by clouds or fog. 

David Burch, PhD, Di-
rector, 
Starpath School of Navi-
gation, Seattle Washing-
ton 

 
If “cutting edge” can be used in relation to Viking naviga-
tion, this information is definitely it. Leif Karlsen is the 
world’s foremost scholar on the Viking sunstone. His well-
researched and intelligent work on Viking navigation exam-
ines the sagas and combines that information with the experi-
ential and practical research of just trying it out. It’s a com-
prehensive and accessible study that’s also a compelling 
analysis of the secrets of Viking navigators and their unpar-
alled success as sea-born explorers. 

Kristine Leander, Ph.D., 
Director Leif Erickson 
International Foundation 

Minutes for NOSPS Executive Board Meeting 
Held at Joshua’s on September 20, 2004 

 
The meeting called to order at 0900 by Commander Ron 
Jones. Minutes of the August Board meeting were approved 
as published in the September issue of the Straitlines. 
 
The responses received from former NOSPS members to our 
questionnaire were discussed. Bob Stearns, Jim Jones & Jim 
Fitzpatrick volunteered to perform an analysis of the re-
sponses and to make recommendations at our next board 
meeting for improving our membership retention rate. 
 
Jim Jones, & Richard Michels will work with the local news-
papers to advertise our squadron’s activities, especially the 
public boating class to help generate community awareness of 
NOSPS and attract new members. 
 
Nancy Magisos reported that the squadron has performed 41 
Vessel Safety Checks this year. 
 
After much discussion of proposals made by Nancy Magisos 
& Carol Brown as to how we could improve attendance at 
our monthly dinner meetings, it was decided to start “Happy 
Hour” at 1730, call the Business meeting to order at 1830 and 
serve the food at 1900 followed at 1945 by the guest 
speaker’s presentation, and adjourn the meeting no later that 
2100. Nancy Magisos & Carol Brown also suggested that the 
squadron try to improve the appearance of the dinner tables. 
The board approved $50.00 for the purchase of tablecloths 
and table decorations. 
 
Mark Lewis indicated that only four members had signed up 
for the seamanship class and suggested that we delay starting 
the class until after completion of the next public boating 
class. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1050. 

COMPUTER TIP 
 
 Distribution Lists 
 
 Ever receive an email from someone and you have to scan 
past the addresses of all the receipients before getting to the 
body of the message?  It can be very annoying.  Enter, center 
stage,  the BCC distribution list.  BCC stands for Blind Car-
bon Copy and any address on the BCC list does not appear in 
the email, although all the addressees on the BCC list receive 
the text of the message.  Unless you deem it necessary for a 
receipient to see who else is receiving the email, consider 
putting those email addresses onto the BCC list, rather than 
the TO or CC list.  For example, if you are sending out an 
email to all the members of NOSPS, consider sending the 
email TO the commander, with a CC to the Exec and all other 
addresses going onto the BCC list. 
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Cap’n Barnacle Goes to Sea 
Tom Chandler – Executive Officer 

 
With a pair of calipers and a twelve-inch rule   

The "Cap’n" climbed up on his navigators stool.              
He glanced out the port at a bit of land                    

As he calculated his position out of hand. 
He then took a bearing on God knows what               
And hurriedly grabbed an old grease pot.                

He jumped down below, the "revs" to take               
And looked at the steam-gauge by mistake. 
He looked at the clock and yelled for steam,              

Then wrote in the log "Diamond Head's abeam",          
"Right-O, Cap’n", as the Aussies say,                    
Abeam, twelve hundred miles away! 

With a three-inch pipe and a monkey wrench              
He took a sight off the old workbench.              

Opened up last year's almanac,                          
But alas, the pages he needed the book did lack. 

On an ancient chart of Baffin Bay, 
The course he marked with a corset stay. 
A trawler moved as a wave made her roll, 

So he measured the slip with an old pike pole. 
 

He added, deducted, divided by three  
And said, "Dead ahead's Cape Flattery          
Navigation to him is mere child’s play         

Yet Flattery's three thousand miles away. 
 

 He took the bilge soundings and added the log,  
Deducted the draft, made allowance for fog,                  

Divided the tonnage by the pressure of steam,             
Added her length to the width of her beam. 

By the sea temperature her speed multiplied,    
He threw the ship's barometer over the side.      
Blew the whistle three times, set his watch 
back an hour, Tied the safety valve down  

with a half sack of flour. 
"One more bell", the captain said,               

"Will bring her in sight of Point Zed".         
Better grab something Cap’n, and take a turn       
For Zed is only two thousand miles astern. 

A
  

  
 Note: Cap’n Barnacle needs to take some 

NOSPS boating courses. 

MESSAGE RELAY FROM THE RECREA-
TIONAL BOATING ASSOCIATION OF WASH-
INGTON 
 
TO:  Washington State Boaters 
FROM:  WASHINGTON ALLIANCE FOR 
MANDATORY BOATING EDUCATION 
(WAMBE) 
 
Recreational Boating Incidents - tell us your story. 
 
The Washington Alliance for Mandatory Boater 
Education 
(WAMBE) is collecting stories/scenarios of recrea-
tional boating incidents (near accidents or unsafe 
practices) that you may have witnessed. These are 
boaters who have had incidents that were caused 
by the lack of safety information and/or knowledge 
about boating safety, or the water.  
 
Describe as many as you wish.  
 
1.  Date, Month, or Season. 
 
2.  Where (County and/or name of the water body) 
 
3.  Short Statement of the Facts of the Incident 
 
4.  Your Name and/or Organization (Optional) 
 
Send via E-Mail or U.S. Mail to: 
 
Bonnie Harding 
17022 190th Ave. S.E. 
Renton, Wa 98058 
e-mail  bkhardingwa@earthlink.net 



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              October 2004 Page    5 

September Quiz Answer: 
The stick traveled 50 feet in 24 seconds in the current and we 
need to know how much time it would take it to travel 6076 
feet.  One nautical mile is 6076 feet.  Therefore: 
50ft./24sec = 6076 ft/Xsec or: 
X = 2916.48 seconds / 60 = 48.6 minutes 
 
Then: 
60 X D = S X T 
60 X 1 = S X 48.6 
   1.2 knots = S 
 
You may not be interested in how fast the Columbia River is 
traveling, but the same procedure can be used to check the 
current flowing by your anchored boat or even the speed 
through the water of your boat underway.  I know a couple of 
fellows who had their knot meter go out the first day out of 
Astoria and used this technique all the way to Hawaii.  In 
fact, for the early navigators, this was the only way they had 
of determining their speed of travel. 
 
Bob Brummett, SN 

October Exercise: 
 
You had your new compass adjusted last spring before the 
summer cruising season started and you calibrated your knot 
meter on your last outing.  You have just left Neah Bay on 
your way fishing.  Your through hull rotary knot meter reads 
8.0 knots and your compass course is 060o.  You check your 
GPS and it indicates a magnetic course of 050o and a speed of 
6.7 knots. 
The wind is from the east and the tide is ebbing.  Your com-
pass has no deviation and on close inspection there is nothing 
new, such as a wrench, close to it. 
Why do you think you are getting different courses and speed 
from the two different sources?  Should you be concerned?  
Give reasons for your answer. 
Send your answer along with all of your work to: 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. US Hwy. 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
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Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 

North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron General Membership Meeting Schedule  

next meeting is Monday 11 October 

Featured Speaker:  Our program for the 11 October regular member meeting will feature Leif Karlsen, author of Secrets of the Viking 
Navagators.  It is rated as a 4- star book on Amazon.com.  He will discuss his research and some of the tricks the Vikings used to get 
around on the seas.  Leif, who lives in Poulsbo, will have some copies of his book for sale at the meeting.  Don't miss this one - it will be 
interesting!!  

Mark your calendar and attend our monthly dinner and program meetings. We meet on the second Monday of each month, October - 
May at the Secret Garden Buffet with social hour at 1730, Business Meeting and Navigation Problem at 18:30, Dinner at 1900, Program 
at 1945 with 2100 being the Close time.  The all you can eat dinner cost is $8.75 w/tax for Seniors over 60 and $9.90 w/tax for younger 
adults. BYO for the social hour;  soft drinks may be purchased.  

Our meetings will be Monday, 11 October, 10 November, 13 December, 10 January, 14 February, 14 March, April (TBD), 9 May. The 
December meeting will be at the P.A.Y.C., details to follow.  The Secret Garden Buffet is located at 1936 E. First St. in P.A. – in the Rite 
Aid, Joanne Fabrics Plaza. 

  September through May on the 2nd Monday of the month are general membership dinner meetings.  Social hour is usually at 1800 and 
dinner/meeting is 1900. 


