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Commander’s Report 
Cdr. Jim Jones, AP 

Fall has arrived, some of the leaves are turning, 
there is a little snow on the mountain peaks, some 
of our members are talking about laying up their 
boat for the Winter, the evening temperatures are in 
the 40’s – so what does all this mean?  Yes, it’s 
now education time!  This is the season – Fall and 
Winter that your NOSPS Certified Instructors 
swing into action. Ron Jones, SEO, has a full menu 
of advanced and elective courses scheduled and 
now awaiting students!  Expect a call from one of 
our instructors for your next course-or pick up the 
phone and call the instructor.  For example, if 
you haven’t taken Seamanship yet – the class 
starts on Tuesday, October 3rd and we have to have 
time to order the instruction books, so please call 
Paul Mowery in this case (417-3936).  The rest of 
the schedule can be found elsewhere in this issue of 
Straitlines and on our www.calmseas.org website. 
You can sign up on the website as well.  

Several of your members just returned from 
Princess Louisa Inlet.  Thanks to Richard Michels 
and Ted Shanks, cruise co-captains, we had a well 
planned beautiful cruise.  We started out on Sept 5 
and returned on Sept 14. Princess Louisa Inlet and 
Chatterbox Falls is called the “Holy Grail” of 
Northwest cruising.  It is a beautiful part of the 
country – kind of a once in a life-time event-
although it is pretty enough to do again some day. 
We also saw several of the Canadian Gulf Island 
and Strait of Georgia ports on our way up and 
back.  They are also unique and worth visiting 
again. Our 4 NOSPS boats were welcomed at Bed-
well Harbor, Nanaimo, Egmont, Pender Harbor, 
Gibsons and Ganges Harbor.  The Canadian 
weather was sunny and waters flat for the most part 
and a great experience was had by all. Many of our 
pictures are posted on our web site, but I hope that  
you can visit Princess Louisa Inlet for yourself one 

day….it is worth the effort! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Executive Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Del Copeland, P                                     

About seven years ago I needed to buy a new 
VHF radio for my boat.  I found there was a new 
red button on each of the fixed (not hand held) ra-
dios available.  This button had a red plastic cover 
and it had printing on it saying “distress”.  The 
salesman said that this was a new feature and if I 
ever had an emergency all I had to do was press 
that red button and the Coast Guard would know 
who I was, where I was and maybe even what my 
problem was.  This sounded great and as there was-
n’t any choice that didn’t have this feature I bought 
the radio. 

      When I started to install the radio I began to 
find that all was not so simple.  First I had to make 
a connection to the GPS so the radio would know 
where we were so it could pass the word.  Then 
how does the radio tell who I am.  Digging deeper 
in the radio manual I find the initials MMSID.  I’m 
sure you all know that MMSID stands for Marine 
Mobile Service Identity.  Now that I knew what I 
needed where would I get it.  At the time the only 
way that I could find for me to get this assignment 
was as an amendment to my ship station radio li-
cense.  The charge for this amendment was about 
the same as the original license.  (Since I went 
through all this there have been many other and 
less expensive ways in getting this number). 

Now that I had the number what do I do to 
make it usable?  Near the back of the radio manual 
I find a section titled ”User MMSID input”.  Then 
there are instructions to use the channel selector 
knob to find the menu to enter the numbers, using 
the channel selector knob to select the numbers.  
This seems fairly simple till I read the warning at 
the bottom of the page that “If the user makes a 
mistake and has to correct the MMSID more than  

Continued on Page 10 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
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    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Delbert G. Copeland, P 681-8876 
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 Richard E. Michels, JN  681-4762 
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 Gary S. Yaruss, JN 
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 P/C  Ted Shanks, P 
  
Public Relations  
 “Open” 
Historian 
 “Open” 
 
 

Education Committee 
 P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN — SEO  
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP — ASEO 
 Mark Lewis,  SN — Advanced Grades 
 Jack Luenow, AP — Electives 
 Richard Michels, JN — Basic Boating 
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 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 P/C Ted Shanks, P 
 
Member Orientation 
 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
 
Planning Committee 
 P/C Paul Mowery,  P 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 
Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, P 
 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 P/C Hank David, P 
 
Supply Officer 
 Joe Richerts, P 

Vessel Safety Checks 
        P/C Ted Shanks, P — Chairman 
 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 Harvey Smith, JN 
 
Decorating Committee 
 Delores Ketelson 
 Lois Benson, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 
Ensign Coordinator 
 Richard Michels, JN  
 
Straitlines Editor 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
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 Gene Haugen,  JN  
 
Telephone 
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 Svein Seljeseth, P 
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 Sequim, WA 98382 
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 Sequim, WA 98382  
Past Commander 
 Ron Jones, SN  681-0193  
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MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through June on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  Richard Michels, JN  
                                                                                                      rmichels47@yahoo.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 8:30AM, at Jean's Deli in Sequim. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Friday following the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Cdr. Jim Jones,  AP  Phone:  360-582-9134.  Mail:  1363 Doe Run Rd., Sequim, WA 98382; Email:  jajjones8@msn.com    
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Squadron Education Officer’s Report 
Ron Jones, SN 

First the bad news.  Where have all the NOSPS 
students gone?  NOSPS has lined up instructors for 
teaching Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, 
Junior Navigation, Navigation, Marine Electronics, 
Engine Maintenance, Membership Orientation and 
Instructor Development.  As of this time, we only 
have three students for Marine Electronics, six stu-
dents for Junior Navigation, three students for 
Navigation and one student for Instructor Develop-
ment. 

 Nineteen NOSPS members hold the advanced 
grade of Pilot and are eligible to take our Advanced 
Piloting class but not one has signed up.  Seven of 
our members have the advanced grade of Seaman 
and are eligible to take our Piloting class yet none 
have signed up.  Thirteen members have not com-
pleted our Seamanship class and we have no sign-
ups for this class. 

Now for some good news, our Education 
Honor Roll.  Congratulations to Charlie Brown for 
completing all of the requirements for the Ad-
vanced Grade of Navigator and congratulations 
also to the following four members for passing all 
of the requirements for the Education Proficiency 
Award. 

 Jack H. Luenow, AP 
 P/C Theodore E. Shanks, AP 
 Gary S. Yaruss, JN 
 Cdr. James A. Jones, AP 
The Education Proficiency Award is presented 

to members that hold an advanced grade of  AP, 
JN, or N and have also passed the exams for three 
elective classes.  

The Education Achievement Award aka Senior 
Navigator is presented to members that hold the 
advanced grade of Navigator and have also passed 
the exams for all of our elective courses. Who will 
be our next Senior Navigator? 

NOSPS COURSE SCHEDULE 

USPS PLEDGE 
 

I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of 
the United States Power Squadrons®;  Promote 
high standards of navigation and seamanship; 
Maintain my boat and operate it legally; Render 
assistance whenever possible; And conduct my-
self in a manner that will add 
prestige, honor and respect to 
the United States Power 
Squadrons.®   

Course Dates Time Loca-
tion 

Contact 

Boatsmart October 
7-8 

1000-
1600 

PAYC <>Peyton 
Greenough 

Squadron Boat-
ing Course 

January  
2007 

TBD TBD <>Richard 
Michels 

Radar TBD TBD TBD <>Richard 
Michels 

GPS TBD TBD TBD <>Richard 
Michels 

Seamanship October 3 TBD TBD <>Mark Lewis 

Piloting January 9,  
2007 

TBD TBD <>Mark Lewis 

Advanced Pilot-
ing 

January 
10, 2007 

TBD TBD <>Mark Lewis 

Junior Naviga-
tion 

October 
24, 2006 

1900-
2100 

Rain-
bow  
RV Park 

<>Mark Lewis 

Navigation In Session 1900-
2100 

JWM <>Mark Lewis 

Engine Mainte-
nance 

October 4 TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Marine Elec-
tronics 

October 4 TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Weather TBD TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Cruise Planning TBD TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Sailing TBD TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Member  
Orientation 

February,  
2007 

TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 

Instructor De-
velopment 

February 
2007 

TBD TBD <>Jack Luenow 
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October 2006 Navigation Exercise:  

You just had Hank David install a new radar on 
your boat. Because of its proximity to your com-
pass he suggested that you should make sure that 
your compasses present deviation of 0° had not 
changed and if it had, have it adjusted or make a 
new deviation table. 

The first chance you had to make a quick check 
was a beautiful sunny and "no wind" day. You 
head out of Port Angeles and find a spot out of the 
traffic lanes about 5 nM east of the light on Ediz 
Hook. While you handled the boat the first mate 
used your tape markers on your lifelines and cabin 
windows to align port, starboard and aft bearings. 
You had a friend along to watch for other boats and 
or other dangers. Before you started you recorded 
your GPS fix. After determining and recording the 
head on bearing compass heading on the Ediz 
Hook light you follow the directions from your 
mate, to align the boat on the other 3 relative bear-
ings and record the resulting compass headings 
You obtained the following data shown in table 1 
below. 

After you are tied up back in your slip, you use 
your chart to determine the True bearing of the 
light from your GPS fix to be 260°. According to 
your chart the variation is 18° E. Complete the ta-
ble and determine the deviation of your compass  

 
Send your answer with all calculations to: 

  P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 
  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 
           Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Meeting Minutes 
Per guidelines from USPS National Publications 
Committee, the minutes of the bridge and general 
membership meetings are not to be published in the 
squadrons newsletters.  From now on the minutes 
will be available for reading at each general mem-
bership meeting and also published in the members 
only section of the www.calmseas.org website.  

Solution for September Navigation Quiz 

The September quiz is a time, distance and speed 
problem. Therefore, the first thing you do is write 
down: 
 
60 x  D = S x T and fill in all of the data you have. 
60 x 49.3 = 8.5 x T multiply the 2 numbers  
           adjacent to each other and  
           divide by the one on the other 
           side. 
T = 348 minutes or 5 hours 48 minutes 

0930 Departure time. 
+548 Travel time.  
1518 Your ETA at the entrance to Neah Bay.  

This should give you ample time to get secure in 
your slip and ready for dinner ashore about 1830. 

P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Why you should wear a PFD 

 

 

Table 1 Relative 
Bearing 

Compass 
Heading 

Compass 
Bearing 

Magnetic 
Bearing 

Deviation 

Head on 000° 246°    

Bearing to port 270° 332°    

Astern 180° 058°    

Bearing to Stb. 090° 152°    
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CRUISE COMMITTEE 
Richard Michels 

 Princess Louise Cruise 
This long awaited 370 nm cruise got off to a 

slow start.  After last minute cancellations, the 
cruisers were down to (4) boats and included Sea 
Sprite, Malaika, Tea for Two, and Triple J.  On the 
day of departure, September 4th, the wind was 24 
knts at Race Rocks, with calm water in Haro Strait, 
and moderate fog at JWM.  Malaika in Sydney in-
formed the group that the weather was great in the 
gulf islands, but after poking our noses out by the 
Dungeness Lighthouse, it was decided to return to 
JWM and try again on Tuesday, September 5th.  
Reservations were changed at Bedwell and the 
group left again on the 5th at 0820 arriving Bedwell 
at 1230.  The seas were moderate in the Strait with 
very thick pea soup fog all the way until just north 
of Lime Kiln Point on San Juan Island, where the 
fog cleared and the seas became calm.  We saw a 
fair number of boats in Haro Strait, but only on ra-
dar.  
     After clearing Canadian Customs, enjoying the 
warm pool and hot tub, we woke up to clear, blue, 
skies, and departed at 0800 for Nanaimo via Dodd 
Narrows, arriving 1230 hrs, where Triple J and Tea 
for Two linked up with Malaika, who had pro-
ceeded directly to Nanaimo from Sydney.  Whis-
key Gulf was active the next morning from 0800-
1600, but there was a weather window to cross the 
Strait of Georgia, so Malaika was launched at 0620 
to cruise south of Whiskey Gulf and serve as the 
guinea pig by reporting back at 0730 as to the sea 
conditions. A cell phone call to Malaika, on it's 
way to Halibut Bank,  confirmed one foot chop in 
the Strait, so Triple J and Tea for Two cruised 
along the western boundary of Whiskey Gulf until 
just north of the northern boundary, then cut across 
past Texada Island, arriving Egmont at 1130 to the 
welcoming hand waving of Jim and Gloria Fitz-
patrick of the Sea Sprite, who had already been 
cruising the islands for five weeks.  Happy Hour on 
the dock caught everyone up on the scuttle butt to 
the accompaniment of smoked oysters and other 
assorted treats. 

Sea Sprite and Malaika cast off from Egmont at 
0810 followed by Triple J and Tea for Two for the 
cruise up the reaches of Jervis Inlet to Malibu Rap-

ids.  Triple J and Tea for Two put the peddle to the 
metal and were through the rapids 60 min prior to 
slack, past the Young Life camp, and proceeded up 
the channel to the dock at Chatterbox Falls.  There 
was more than sufficient dock space under azure  
skies with the temperature around 80 degrees.  The 
evening group dinner was yummy with Sea Sprite 
providing Spaghetti, Malaika contributing salad 
and brats, and assorted goodies, next to tall moun-
tains with vertical cliffs, and the soothing sound of 
the falls in the background........sigh.  We woke up 
the next morning to a light drizzle and low clouds, 
which lasted all day, so the group took the day off 
to relax.  The hike up to the trapper's cabin was not 
possible with the weather; although one of the 
group started the hike at 1600, but had to turn back 
at 1715 because of the weather, being in the clouds, 
and the advancing sunset.  Everyone finished off 
the day by watching Bicentennial Man with Robin 
Williams on Malaika's plasma TV, all the while 
enjoying Judy Shanks' welcome popcorn.  A vote 
was taken as to whether or not to stay at Chatter-
box one more day, because of the weather; but it 
was decided to leave the next morning, and leave 
our 2nd weather day for Friday Harbor, in case of 
inclement weather on the return across the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca.  
     Departure time was 0800 from Chatterbox Falls, 
under low clouds, to meet the Malibu slack of 
0840, for the 48nm cruise to Fisherman's Resort in 
Pender Harbor.  Triple J and Tea for Two stopped 
at Miller Rock outside Egmont to photograph the 
seals and unusual birds.  Monday saw the group 
cruising south along the east shore of Georgia 
Strait heading for Gibson's in Howe Sound.  All 
went smooth with calm water and more blue skies 
until Tea for Two and Sea Sprite each greeted a 
log.  Tea for Two came out unscathed, except for 
it's pride; however, Sea Sprite had to hold up at 
Gibson's for (3) days awaiting a haul out to inspect 
its prop and shaft. 

Regretfully leaving Sea Sprite behind, the 
group departed Gibson's for Ganges at 0630 for a 
lovely crossing of the Georgia Strait, again under 
blue skies, and water ranging from calm to high 
ripples.  At Ganges, Judy Shanks surprised every-
one again with a treat of freshly baked brownies 
and ice cream. Way to go Judy!!  US Customs was 
                     Continued on Page 7 
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Wind, Swell and Rouge Waves  
information from 

 http://radar.weather.gov/jetstream/ocean/waves.htm 
 

 The wind not only produces currents, it cre-
ates waves. As wind blows across the smooth wa-
ter surface, the friction or drag between the air 
and the water tends to stretch the surface. As 
waves form, the surface becomes rougher and it 
is easier for the wind to grip the water surface and 
intensify the waves. 

How big wind waves get depends on three 
things:  

�   Wind strength. The wind must be moving   
     faster than the wave crests for energy to be    
     transferred  
�   Wind duration. Strong wind that does not  
     blow for a long period will not generate   
     large waves  
�   Fetch. This is the uninterrupted distance     
    over which the wind blows without signify   
    cant change in direction. 
Storms of equal size can generate much larger 

waves in the open Pacific Ocean as compared to 
the other oceans due to the long open distance of 
water.  

After the wind begins to blow for a while, the 
waves get higher from trough to crest, and both 
the wave length and period become longer. As 
the wind continues or strengthens, the water first 
forms whitecaps and eventually the waves start to 
break. This is referred to as a fully developed sea.  

The waves in a fully developed sea outrun the 
storm that creates them, lengthening and reducing 
in height in the process. These are called swell 
waves. Swells organize into groups smooth and 
regular in appearance. They are able to travel 
thousands of miles unchanged in height and  

period. 
     The longer the wave, the faster it travels. As 
waves leave a storm area, they tend to sort them-
selves out with the long ones ahead of the short 
ones, and the energy is simultaneously spread out 
over an increasingly larger area. As the waves 
close in on the coast, they begin to feel the bot-
tom and their direction of travel might change 
due to the contour of the land. Eventually, the 
waves run ashore, increasing in height up to 1.5 
times their height in deep water, finally breaking 
up as surf.  
     There are many sailor tales of “rogue waves”, 
“freak waves”, “three sisters” and other “killer 
waves”. Properly called “extreme storm waves” 
these tales were ridiculed and mariners were ac-
cused of using them as an excuse to cover their 
own mistakes in wrecks. Rogue waves are simply 
unusually large waves appearing in a set of 
smaller waves. Some of the characteristics of 
rogue waves are:  
     �   Their height is greater than twice the size of   
     surrounding waves.  
     �   They often come unexpectedly from direc-  
     tions other than prevailing wind and waves.   
     �   They are unpredictable.  
     Most reports of extreme storm waves say they 
look like “walls of water”, and are seen as steep-
sided with unusually deep troughs. The USS 
Ramapo reported one such wave with a height of 
112 feet in the Pacific in 1933. Another report of 
a freak wave occurred with it struck the Queen 
Mary amidships, south of Newfoundland, at the 
end of World War II, rolling her to within a de-
gree or two of capsizing.  
     Just recently, a 70 foot wave crashed down on 
the Norwegian Dawn cruise ship in April 2005. 
The average waves that day were 25 to 30 feet 
high before this monster wave struck. The wave 
even damaged the hull of the Norwegian Dawn.  
     What causes these enormous waves? Gener-
ally they form because of swells, while traveling 
across the ocean, do so at different speeds and 
directions. As these swells pass through one an-
other their crests, troughs, and lengths happen to 
coincide and reinforce each other, combining to 
form unusually large waves that tower then  
                      Continued on Page 7 
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Rouge Waves Continued from Page 6 
disappear. If the swells are traveling in the same 
direction, these mountainous waves may last for 
several minutes before subsiding. 

It is very seldom that huge waves over 65 feet 
(20 meters) are developed and normally sailors do 
not even see them, because ships nowadays will try 
to avoid such conditions by altering course before 
the storm hits. But they do occur. 

In Oceanography and Seamanship, William 
G. Van Dorn provided an example of what the 
wave heights would be if a steady 33 mph (30 
knot) wind blew for 24 hours over a fetch of 340 
miles.  
 �   10% of all waves will be less than 3.6 ft   
      (1 m). 
 �   The most frequent wave height will be 
      8½ ft (2½ m). 
 �   The average wave height will be 11 ft 
      (3 m). 
 �   The significant wave height will be 17 ft  
                 (5 m). 
 �   10% of all waves will be higher than  
      18 ft (5 m). 
 �   The average wave height of the highest 
 �   10% of all waves will be 22 ft (7 m). 
 �   A 5% chance of encountering a single 
     wave higher than 35 ft (11 m) among 
     every 200 waves that pass in about 30 
     minutes. 
 �   A 5% chance of encountering a single 
     wave higher than 40 ft (12 m) among 
     every 2,600 waves that pass in about five 
     hours. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Princess Louisa Cruise — Grace Pt - Ganges  
Photos by Richard Michel  

Princess Louise Cruise Continued from Page 5 
cleared the next day in Friday Harbor, under gray 
skies, heavy ripple, and half foot chop in Swanson 
Channel and Boundary Pass.  The weather report 
indicated there might be a window the next morn-
ing to cross Juan de Fuca.  Triple J and Tea for 
Two were on the water at 0645 followed by 
Malaika at 0700.  After passing through the roiling 
water at Cattle Pass, it was a most pleasant surprise 
to find a virtually windless Strait and a good time 
was had by all riding the gentle (4) foot rollers all 
the way to Dungeness, arriving at JWM at 0945 
with Malaika close behind. 

NOSPS members participating in the cruise 
were: 
Tea for Two – Richard Michels 
Triple J – Jim Jones and Bob Cooper 
Malaika – Ted and Judy Shanks 
Sea Sprite – Jim and Gloria Fitzpatrick 

This was a truly awe inspiring cruise and espe-
cial kudos go to Peyton Greenough, among many 
other NOSPS members, who provided valuable 
information to assist the cruise planners.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Princess Louisa Cruise —Chatterbox Falls  
Photos by Richard Michels  
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Princess Louisa Cruise — Making a Point  
Photos by Richard Michels  

Princess Louisa Cruise — Sneaking Popcorn  

Princess Louisa Cruise  
Easy Life at Miller Rk  

Princess Louisa - 2006 / 39 Pair of Aces  
Photos by Richard Michels  

Princess Louisa Cruise — Movie Time  

Princess Louisa Cruise  
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Administrative Officer's Report 
Lt/C Richard Michels, JN 

    Want to know why it pays to take an NOSPS 
boating course?  NOSPS received a telephone call 
from someone who was pulled over on the water 
and given a $250 ticket.  Why?  He was towing 
his eight year old son in an inner tube behind his 
boat.  His son had on the wrong size and type of 
pfd and the father wasn't displaying a tow flag on 
his boat.  The judge fined him $250, suspended 
on the condition that the father take and pass an 
approved power squadron course and gave him 
our telephone number.  NOSPS helped him sign 
up for the online ABC course which will provide 
him with a certificate of completion and WA 
State Boating Operator's card.  The answer is: 
Yes – we do provide a valuable community ser-
vice. 
     The cruising season is wrapping up and with it 
the opportunity to achieve some real bonding 
with fellow members and apply our hard earned 
knowledge to our on the water experiences.  
There are two upcoming cruises left in 2006: the 
South Sound Cruise and the Maple Leaf cruise.  
The Maple Leaf cruise is a go; but the South 
Sound Cruise is open to question at this point.  If 
you haven't been on the water yet this year, now 
is the time to consider signing up for one of these 
cruises.  Details are included in the Straitlines.  
With the cruising season cycling down, the 
course offerings are cycling up.  This is a good 
time to go into www.calmseas.org and peruse the  

various classes, together with their start dates.  
Some courses are starting up very soon, so con-
sider signing up for a class this fall.  Remember, 
even if you have extensive knowledge of a given 
subject; other members can benefit from hearing 
of your experiences. 
     The public courses and seminars will be start-
ing up this Fall.  The Bridge has decided to offer 
the seminars (GPS, RADAR, CHARTSMART) 
to NOSPS members at a 50% discount off the 
price to the public.  The Bridge also approved a 
25% discount to SBYC and PAYC members.  
Help spread the word.  These seminars will be 
packed with information and all members should 
consider taking at least one during this educa-
tional year.  Stay tuned for further information.  
     Public informational flyers are being devel-
oped for public distribution to help generate inter-
est in NOSPS and increase our membership.  One 
of these flyers is printed in this issue of the 
Straitlines.  The Bridge is interested in any feed-
back you may have to offer concerning improve-
ments to these flyers as well as sharing any com-
ments you may hear from the public at large.  It's 
tough designing these flyers in a vacuum and so a 
little feedback goes a long way in letting us know 
whether or not we're on the right tack (we don't 
want to end up on a shoal!).  
     The October General Membership Meeting 
will take place on October 9th at the Secret Gar-
den Cafe in PA.  There will be a video display of 
photos taken during the Princess Louisa Cruise 
during the fellowship time and the program will 
include Gail Frick from Edward Jones Invest-
ments, who will help us learn how to make $$$ to 
pay for our vessel gas.  You won't want to miss 
this meeting.  Jill Landback, from Anchor Marine 
                   Continued on Page 10 
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Washington Boater 
Education Card 

 Although you don’t yet need your mandatory 
Washington State Boater Education Card, you may 
want to apply for it now while you can still find 
the necessary documentation.  The State applica-
tion to get your card can be downloaded from the 
Washington State Parks & Rec website at 
www.parks.wa.gov ; we will also have copies at 
our regular October 9th NOSPS meeting.  In addi-
tion to the $10.00 per person fee for the Boater 
Education Card, you also need to submit proof of 
having passed a NASBLA-approved basic boating 
safety course. 

 A photocopy of your USPS course completion 
certificate for whichever basic course you passed 
is the best “proof” to send along with your applica-
tion and check for $10.00.  These courses include 
America’s Boating Course, Boat Smart or The 
Squadron Boating Course.  If you are a current 
or former member of USPS, you may submit with 
your application, instead, a photocopy of your lat-
est USPS Membership Card showing your mem-
bership number.  This will identify you to the state 
as one who has previously passed such a basic 
boating safety course. 
 The WA Boater Education Card will be required 
by 1 Jan 2008 for anyone then 20 years old and 
younger. By Jan 2009, it’s needed for anyone 25 
years old and younger, etc. For full details visit the 
Parks & Rec website above. Many boaters will 
want the card as a way to promote safe boating 
and boating education such as USPS offers. 
(Thanks to Spokane Squadron “Lubber Line” 
newsletter for this information). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
        XO’s Report Continued from Page 1 
twice the radio has to be sent to factory service”. 
     Having successfully completed the installation 
and set up of my radio I became curious about 
how well it works.  A little research yielded the 
troubling news that the Coast Guard did not have 
the facilities to utilize all the features of my new 
toy.  Since then there have been some arrange-
ments that are supposed to work but I don’t know 
for sure that they do. 

Now seven years later the Coast Guard is sup-
posed to complete their installation and testing of  

their equipment so that if I have problems they will 
where I am, who I am and if I have time to send it, 
what my problem is. 
     Now we are all set for an emergency.  To send 
a distress call on my radio you remove the cover 
from the distress button, then press the distress 
button.  A distress menu will come on the screen.  
Next press and hold the distress button until the 
message is sent, when the signal is sent an alarm 
will sound in the radio.  If there is time, and I’m 
not ready to go over the side, I can use the distress 
menu to let the Coast Guard and many others 
know what kind of a problem I have.  The distress 
menu that came up when I first pressed the distress 
button gave the following choices; “Distress”, 
“Nature of”, “Cancel”, “Exit”.  At this time I 
would use the channel Selector knob to move the 
little arrow to ”Nature of”, this will bring up the 
following menu.  “Fire”, “Flooding”, “Collision”, 
“Grounding”.  Back to the Channel Selector knob 
and move the arrow to indicate the problem.  Now 
the Call/Set key is pressed and held until the mes-
sage is sent. 
     The above instructions are for my seven year 
old radio, a Standard Horizon Spectrum GX2350S.  
Other radios will have different specific instruc-
tions and it is possible the system might have been 
changed in some way.  There are other ways to use 
this “digital selective calling” (DSC) function that 
I will explore later. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Administrative Officer's Report  
Continued from Page 9 

is the speaker re-scheduled to speak at the Novem-
ber meeting. 
      Looking forward to seeing you at one of our 
many events!! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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JOINT NOSPS/PAYC/SBYC CRUISE SCHEDULE – 2006 

Notes:  
“Destination” does not necessarily include all the harbors to be visited; only the primary harbors may show here 
All cruises are open to all three boating organizations, unless indicated otherwise 
To join a cruise, boats must coordinate with the Planning Captain 
Sponsoring Club members may have priority 

Dates Length 

(Days) 

Destination Theme Sponsor 

Cruise Captain 

Comments  Interest 

Level 

October 

8-10 

3 Victoria Maple Leaf SBYC 

Captain: 

Co-captain: Ted Shanks 

 Not Polled 

 
Thanks to the efforts of D/Lt/C George 

Lucker, SN (the D/16 Publications Editor) for 
filling appeals for our squadrons news letter we 
have now received the Distinction in Journalism 
award for 2005.  See excerpts below from 
George’s e-mail to our squadron.  
 
 “After seven months since they were filed, the 
pending appeals by Deception Pass, North Olym-
pic and Skagit Bay Squadrons to the N/Pub/Com 
have been resolved. I received  in the mail today 
from R/C Anne Schreitmueller, three Distinction 
in Journalism (DIJ) certificates earned in 
2005 by each appealing squadron. 
  
Congratulations to the editors of Spindrift, 
Straitlines and The Bitter End for jobs well 
done and finally being recognized for it!!  
 
 Pete: How about awarding the certificates to our 
patient editors or their reps at the fall confer-
ence?  
  
George Lucker 
D/16 Publications” 

District 16 Fall Conference 
 

 Our Fall conference is October 13-15, 2006 
in Richland, WA. This is a good meeting to at-
tend as a USPS member. It will give you a 
broader picture of what the Power Squadron is all 
about as an organization of many Squadrons. It is 
being hosted by the Columbia Bend Sail and 
Power Squadron, which is only a few years old. 
The featured speaker is Margo Wood.  She is 
well known for the “Charlie’s Charts” series of 
cruising guides and will share her experiences 
during many cruises along the BC Coast to 
Alaska.  She will discuss tides, currents, weather, 
fuel, provisions and side-trips. Sign up sheets will 
be available at our picnic and on line at the Dis-
trict Web site – All the info is there. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
The next General Membership Meeting will 

be held on October 9th at the Secret Garden.  The 
speaker will be Gail Frick from Edward Jones, 
who will speak to us on a subject close to all our 
hearts; namely $$$$$. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
 

Invites you to attend our next general meeting on Monday, October 9th, from 
1730 to 1900 at the Secret Garden Buffet, 1936 East First Street in Port Angeles. 
The  BYOB Social Hour will begin at 1730 (5:30PM).  After our regular monthly 

meeting, our monthly program will be presented.  
 

The speaker will be Gail Frick from Edward Jones, who will speak to us on a 
subject close to all our hearts; namely $$$$$.  

 
 

WE HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU AT THE SECRET GARDEN BUFF ET ON 
THE 9TH OF OCTOBER. 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.calmseas.org 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   
Contact P/C Ted Shanks, AP for an appointment. 

North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron 
P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN Editor 
51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
Sequim, WA. 98382 


