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Commander’s Report  
Cdr. Del Copeland, P  

     September is winding down and our cruising 
season is also on it’s last legs.  NOSPS just had the 
usual Picnic as the first meeting of the year.  As 
usual, not much business, just good eats and fun.  
AO Jim Fitzpatrick did himself proud getting every 
thing together and running smoothly.  Jim and Glo-
ria brought in the main course already to eat and 
members (wives) brought the side dishes.  Bob and 
Barbara Cooper set up the silent auction.  If you 
weren’t there you missed some good buys.  Doug 
Schwartz ran the ring toss so we could all learn 
how to get a line to somebody in need of help. 
     The main event was the disposal of some out 
of date flares.  This was under the close supervi-
sion of Lt. Richard Vigil United States Coast 
Guard and Master Sgt. Bob Cooper US Army 
(Retired) so that the PAYC facility, boats that 
might pass by, and also members engaged, were 
not injured by faulty and unsafe procedures.  The 
first very important item that was noted was the 
importance of the take out of service date.  The 
number of failures was high and was higher the 
older the flare.  I was greatly impressed with the 
superiority of the “gun” launched flare over the 
hand held one.  It was much easier to control where 
the flare went when using the “gun”.  Even with all 
the flares it was very evident that you had better 
have something else helping you if you got in trou-
ble.  A flare might catch somebody’s eye if he was 
looking for you but would be hard to pickup in a 
normal scan. 
     Doug Schwarz was taking pictures during the 
picnic.  I am looking forward to seeing some of 
them.  He had at least two pictures published in the 
PDN recently.  One was a baby seal on a log and 
the other was the light house on the spit from the 
strait side.  Both very good. 

Continued on Page 5 

Executive Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Richard Michels, JN 

Radar Assisted Collision (Continued) 
 The Andrea Doria and the Stockholm collided 

at 2310 in what has been described as a radar as-
sisted collision.  The result was the sinking of the 
Doria.  The September installment of the Straitli-
nes laid out the events leading up to the collision.  
The Doria testified that the Stockholm was to its 
starboard and the Stockholm testified the Doria 
was to its port.  This was an impossible situation, 
but who was right?  The answer is:  the answer was 
never conclusively determined.  The court debate 
over liability soon settled on why the Doria sank 
rater than the root cause of the collision.  Both par-
ties were quick to settle in order to limit damage 
liability.] 

The two sources of information for this column 
were the books "Out of the Fog", by Algot Matts-
son, et al, and "Desperate Hours" by Richard Gold-
stein.  Out of the Fog is a Swedish account, which 
is heavily biased towards the Stockholm.  It is gen-
erally accepted that the Doria was at fault.  How-
ever, this humble correspondent places the majority 
of the blame on the shoulders of the Stockholm, 
not the Doria.  Why? 

Consider the following and then ask: "What 
would I have done?". 
1) Carstens of the Stockholm could not see the 
Doria's lights even at a distance of 2nm.  Carstens 
should have alerted the Captain, Nordenson, (who 
left standing orders to be called in the event of 
fog), that something was going on he didn't under-
stand; especially since he was the only officer on 
the Bridge.  Also, Carstens made no attempt to 
moderate his speed to less that 18.5 knts.  To clar-
ify the issue of the fog, the Doria's attorney asked 
Carstens '"why he thought he had not been able to 
see the Doria's lights until she was less than 2 miles 

Continued on Page 9  
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  

 Delbert G. Copeland,  P 681-8876 
 250 North Street 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Richard E. Michels,  JN  681-4762 
 153 E Diane Dr  
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Education Officer 
 P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN   681-0193 
 51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough , AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Jim Fitzpatrick, P 683-1387 

Executive Committee 
 Svein A. Seljeseth, AP 
 Gary S. Yaruss, JN 
 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Ted Shanks, JN 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 P/C Hank David, P 
 
Audit Committee 
 Gene Haugen, JN 
 
 
Rules Committee 
 Peyton Greenough, AP 
 
Budget and Finance 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown,  N 
 
Cruise Planning 
 Richard Michels, JN  
 P/C  Ted Shanks, JN 
  
Public Relations  
 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
Historian 
 “Open” 
 
 
 

Education Committee 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN — SEO  
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP — ASEO 
 Mark Lewis,  SN — Advanced Grades 
 Jack Luenow, AP — Electives 
 Richard Michels, JN — Basic Boating 
 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Raymond Thomas, P 
 Sandra Thomas, P 
 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 P/C Ted Shanks, JN 
 
Member Orientation 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 
Planning Committee 
 P/C Paul Mowery,  P 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 
Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, JN 
 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 P/C Hank David, P 
 
Supply Officer 
 Bob Cooper, S 
 
 

Vessel Safety Checks 
        P/C Ted Shanks, JN — Chairman 
 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 Harvey Smith, JN 
 Jim Fitzpatrick, P 
 
Decorating Committee 
 “Open”: 
 
Ensign Coordinator 
 Lt/C Richard Michels, JN  
 
Straitlines Editor 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 
Roster 
 Gene Haugen,  JN  
 
Telephone 
 Svein Seljeseth, AP 
 Dolores Ketelsen, S 
 Christine Hill 
 Gina Nordskog, P 
 
Safety Officer 
 William Head 

 
 
 
 

 116D Hilltop Dr.  
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Secretary 
 Sydney Copeland  681-8876 
 250 North Street 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown,  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, WA  98382   
Treasurer 
 Janet Jones, JN  582-9134 
 1363 Doe Run Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Past Commander 
 P/C Jim Jones,  JN  582-9134  
    1363 Doe Run Rd.. 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Webmaster:  Richard Michels, JN  
 (See last page for details of time & location)                                                teafornosps@yahoo.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Tuesday of every month at 8:30AM, at Jean's Deli in Sequim. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Friday following the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Cdr. Delbert Copeland, P Phone: 360-681-8876.  Mail:  250 North St., Sequim, WA 98382; Email:  dscopeland@olypen.com 
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USPS PLEDGE 
I do solemnly pledge to:  Abide by the by-
laws of the United States Power Squad-
rons®;  Promote high standards of navi-
gation and seamanship; Maintain my 
boat and operate it legally; Render assis-
tance whenever possible; 
and conduct myself in a 
manner that will add 
prestige, honor and re-
spect to the United States 
Power Squadrons.® 

*********************************** 
Education Officer’s Report 

P/C Ron Jones, SN 
Our Fall and winter education schedule of Ad-

vanced Grade & Elective class are listed on page 7, 
and the Public Boating Classes & Seminars are 
listed on page 8.  Seven of the  twenty four mem-
bers that have joined since 2003 have now signed 
up to take the Seamanship class that starts October 
10th.  The instructors for the Seamanship class are 
P/C Paul Mowery, P  & Lt/C Jim Fitzpatrick, P.  

USPS has just released three new seminars, 
“On Board Weather Forecasting”, “ Sail Trim”, 
and “Boat Handling”.  We will be scheduling 
these as soon as we get instructors lined up.  USPS 
has also just released a revised Engine Mainte-
nance course, and the Squadron has two sets of 
student materials.  If you are interested in taking 
the EM class as a self study course, please contact 
me. 

We have three members signed up for the 
Navigation Class this year; but no one has signed 
up for the Junior Navigation class as of this time. 

Fall Classes 
We have lined up instructors for all Advanced 

Grade & Elective classes; now all we need is YOU 
to register for the class of your choice.  See the 
course schedule posted on our web sight at 
http://www.calmseas.org.  The schedule of classes 
is also listed on pages 7 & 8 of this issue of the 
Straitlines.  Please contact your Education Com-
mittee, NOW, to register for the classes of your 
choice to allow us time to order the class materials. 

We are still in need of an instructor to conduct 
our education program for kids.  If you are inter-
ested  in this important position, please call me @ 
681 0193. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Get your FREE 2007 Vessel Safety Check 

 
Before you head out on your boat this 

Spring, get your FREE Boat Safety Check.  
Contact P/C Ted Shanks, JN for an appoint-
ment 
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October  2007 Navigation Exercise:  

The dock and mooring buoys are all occupied 
and you are preparing to anchor in Fossil Bay on 
Sucia Island. Your depth sounder indicates the 
depth of water to be 18.0 feet A quick check of 
your tide book gives and estimated (rule of 1/12) 
height of tide at the present time to be about + 2.0 
feet. No depth data are given on your chart of Fos-
sil Bay. 

You are planning to spend the night and the 
highest predicted tide during your stay is + 10.5 
feet at 0015. Your bow chock is 3.0 feet above the 
water line. How much rode would you pay out to 
assure a minimum scope of 7 during your over-
night stay? 

  P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 
  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 

  Lilliwaup, WA 98555 
**************************************** 

Navigation Quiz Winners 
June Lt. Mark Lewis, SN 
July Lt/C Richard Michels, JN 
Aug. Lt/C Richard Michels, JN 
Sept. P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
***************************************** 
 

 
            Figure 1 

     Solution for September Navigation Quiz 

There are several ways to do this, but since you 
are standing on shore after a short walk you would 
probably be stuck with doing this in your head The 
following is a thought process you may have used: 

The rule of 1/12 is that during each hour, the 
height of tide will change by the amount shown in 
Figure 1 below: 

The part of the tidal cycle during which you 
lost your keys at the waterline was from 0919 
to1713 during which the tide rose from -0.8 to 
+10.8. This means the tide rose 11.6 feet.  You 
rounded this to 12 feet. You ignore the time differ-
ence and assume a 6 hour period.  One twelfth of 
12 feet is 12 inches. Therefore during the last hour 
of the cycle the water would have increased 12 
inches in depth 

At 1713 (time you returned to your dingy) you 
started another tidal cycle that goes down from 
10.8 feet to 7.1 feet. The change is 3.7 feet and 
1/12 would be 3.7 inches and you round this to 4 
inches. During the first hour of the next cycle the 
tide drops 1/12 an during the second hour 2/12. 
This means that the total drop during the first 2 
hours would be 3/12 and 3 X 4 = 12, Therefore you 
would have to wait for about 2 hours for the water 
to drop to the depth you lost your keys  

I HOPE YOU FOUND THEM 
P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 

 
 
 
 
 

Editors Note: 
The Rule of 1/12th for tide 
prediction published in the 
June 2007 issue of the 
Straitlines has been repro-
duced on page 10 of this 
issue.  For members that 
receive electronic copies of 
the Straitlines I have also 
included the Power Point 
slides shown at our general 
membership meeting giving 
the solution to the Septem-
ber Quiz. 
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Commanders Report  
Continued from Page 1 

Cruising season is mostly over now so it is 
time to think of education and meetings. In your 
copy of The Straitlines there is a schedule of 
classes and Seminars.  Sign up for something you 
need or would like to learn more about.  Maybe 
there is a class where you could help by proctor-
ing, if interested talk to an instructor. 
     Included in the last issue of 
The Straitlines has been infor-
mation about District 16 Fall 
Conference in Arlington.  It is 
an easy drive up to Arlington, 
and would be a good opportu-
nity to meet and greet members 
of other Squadrons and see your 
District Bridge in session.  Hope to see you there. 
****************************************            

New Member Corner 
Check the class schedules on pages 7 & 8 and 

sign up for the class of your choice. 
****************************************  

NOSPS Membership 
Ray Thomas, P & Sandy Thomas, P 

 
Call us at 683-8801 or e-mail us at 

randsthomas@olypen.com 
**************************************** 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY CORNER  
Chris Muir  
Christine Hill  
Dolores Ketelsen  

 

    

 

Administrative Officer's Report 
Lt/C Jim Fitzpatrick, P 

The October regular membership meeting will 
be the normal second Monday, October 8th (also 
Columbus Day) at the Sunland club house, social 
hour starting at 1700 hours (5:00 p.m.) and dinner 
starting at 1800 hours (6:00 p.m.).  Even though 
the address for the club house is 109 Hilltop Drive 
the front door is just north or beyond 135 Fairway 
Drive on the west side of the street. 
     Directions from U.S. 101 are:  take the down-
town or South Sequim Avenue exit and go 
north through downtown Sequim and proceed 
straight ahead (now North Sequim Avenue) for a 
total of 2 1/2 miles (road name changes to Sequim-
Dungeness Way at the "roundabout" intersection at 
1 1/2 miles).  Turn right (a tee intersection with a 
small substation on the left & at the tip of a hill) 
onto Taylor Blvd. into Sunland by the Sunland 
sign.  Follow Taylor Blvd. 0.4 of a mile to Fairway 
Drive on the left (golf course sign, etc.).  Follow 
Fairway Drive 0.3 of a mile to a tee intersection & 
the club house is on the left with a parking lot on 
the right.  Hilltop Drive starts at this tee intersec-
tion and runs left or west. 
     Dinner will be by Irene and will be Oktober-
fest:  homemade wiener schnitzel, spietzel 
(German noodles), red cabbage and German 
Chocolate cake!!  Price is $16.00 / person and 
we must have confirmed reservations (this is a ca-
tered event & No-shows must pay).  No alcohol 
beverages (club rules - pay a hefty bar charge or no 
drinks).  Our after dinner speaker will be our own 
P/C Jim Jones, JN with a Power Point presentation 
of past cruises to show our newer and prospective 
members what we do. Sign up by Tuesday, Octo-
ber 2nd, you will be contacted by the Call Commit-
tee.. 
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CRUISE COMMITTEE 
Lt/C Richard Michels, JN 

 Since my last column there have been (2) more 
successful cruises; Taste of The Islands, reported 
in the September issue of Straitlines by P/C Jim 
Jones; and the North Sound Cruise, which ended 
August 8th.  The North Sound Cruise originally had 
(6) boats signed up; but after cancellations, only 
Tea for Two and the Bonnie Sue departed JWM on 
schedule on August 3rd, crossing the Strait in 2-4 
foot rollers with chop and moderate white caps, 
heading for Blakely Island.  There was no fog, but 
all mornings where overcast, with clearing in the 
afternoons, with wonderful blue skies affording 
marvelous views.  Daytime temperatures where 
quite comfortable with chilly nights and mornings.  
Steaks on the grill for dinner, yummy, and contact 
was made with a tech from the Nat'l Transportation 
Board, who had been trying to triangulate on an 
EPIRB signal, detected at about 0600 that morning.  
They finally located the EPIRB on Orcas Island 
and found that someone had accidentally turned it 
on in the process of discarding the unit.  The per-
son wasn't fined; but we couldn't help but contem-
plate the usefulness of an EPIRB, if it takes some-
one like this tech most of the day to track it down!  
We were informed that 90% of detected EPIRB 
signals are false alarms. 

From Blakely, it was off to Bellingham, with 
overcast skies and time to view the sand sculpture 
competition and a wedding party at the relatively 
new Bellwether Hotel.  Two relaxing parks to visit 
from the marina included the Marine Memorial 
park as well as a park taken over by kite flyers; one 
kite consisting of a Japanese design of 65 individ-
ual kites on one string.  The Bellingham Power 
Squadron heard we were coming in, so the Com-
mander and her husband extended an invitation to 
join them on their boat for a cruise into the bay to 
witness the gorgeous sunset.  So, NOSPS enjoyed 
a joint squadron activity, albeit a small one.  The 
marina offers a free shuttle to Fairhaven (Old 
Towne Bellingham) to roam the quaint shops and 
visit the Amtrak station and ferry terminal, with 
transportation up the Inland Passage and Victoria.  
After Bellingham's expansion, they now have 1400 
slips, at an unheard of nightly moorage of $12.50 
for a 25 foot vessel. 

The morning found strong winds, so departure 
for Blaine was put off to 1030, when Bellingham ! 

Bay was crossed in rough ripple, which smoothed 
out at the south end of Hale Passage, receiving 
about a 2 Knot push up to north of Lummi Island, 
then low chop into Blaine, where the winds had 
dropped to 3-6 Knots.  Blaine has done a nice job 
of upgrading the marina and had the nicest showers 
I've seen anywhere.  After checking out the Peace 
Arch and sneaking into Canada about five feet, 
dinner was had in Blaine, which is struggling for 
tourists, and preparations made for the run to Ana-
cortes. 

Leaving Drayton Harbor outside of Blaine 
found us in 2-4 foot swells, with 
chop,.......again......, so the route was changed to a 
southerly run down Hale Passage, rather than the 
west side of Lummi.  The water was then quite 
nice all the way into the Cap Santee Marina in 
Anacortes.  Climbing the small hill immediately 
outside of the marina affords nearly a 360 degree 
view of the harbor, town, and San Juan Islands.  
Outstanding location for taking pictures; providing, 
of course, that one remembers to bring one's cam-
era!  Anacortes has a relatively new arched entry 
announcing arrival into the Old Towne; and the 
Marine Memorial park is also worth viewing.  It is 
interesting that so many local fishermen were lost 
at sea in 1983.........anyone know why? 

From Anacortes, it was smooth cruising 
through Guemes Channel, swells and some chop 
down Whidbey Island, while viewing an Orca Pod 
and some porpoises, and a smooth crossing of Ad-
miralty Inlet into Sequim Bay. 
This cruise was a great reminder as to why we live 
in this marvelous part of the country....shhhhhh 
*****************************************  
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SCHEDULE OF ADVANCED GRADE & ELECTIVE CLASSES 

Course Dates Time Location Cost Contact Availability  

Seamanship  October 10/ 10 
Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Mark Lewis Members Only 

Piloting October 24/ 7 
Weeks 

1900-2100 PAYC Nominal Mark Lewis Members Only 

Advanced Pilot-
ing 

January 9, 
2008/ 10 
Weeks 

1900-2100 TBD Nominal Mark Lewis Members Only 

Junior Naviga-
tion 

October 16, 
2007/ 13 
Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Mark Lewis Members Only 

Navigation October 1, 
2007/ 13 
Weeks 

0900-1100 SBYC Nominal Mark Lewis Members Only 

Engine Mainte-
nance 

April, 2008/ 10 
Weeks 

TBD TBD Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 

Marine Electron-
ics 

October 18, 
2007/ 10 
Weeks 

1900-2100 PAYC Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 

Weather March 4, 2008/ 
10 Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 

Cruise Planning  March 6, 2008/ 
8 Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 

Sailing March 3, 2008/ 
7 Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 

Operations 
Training 

January 26, 
2008/ 1 Day 

1300-1600 Rainbow RV 
Park 

No Charge Jack Luenow Members Only 

Instructor Devel-
opment 

January 24, 
2008/ 7 weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow RV 
Park 

Nominal Jack Luenow Members Only 
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SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC BOATING COURSES & SEMINARS 

Course Dates Time Location Cost Contact Availability  

(8 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

September 
15th, 2007 

1000-1200 40590 N US 
Hwy 101, Lilli-
waup, WA 

$36 Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

20 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

Oct 4 - Dec 13, 
2007/ 10 Weeks 

1830-2030 Peninsula Col-
lege 

$50 + Materials Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

(8 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

Nov 3 - Dec 1, 
2007/ 4 Weeks 

1000-1200 Port Angeles 
Yacht Club, 
1305 Marine Dr 

$36 Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

(8 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

Feb 6 - Feb 27, 
2008/ 4 Weeks 

1830-2030 Rainbow RV 
Park/261831 
Highway 101 

$36 Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

(8 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

May 3 - May 
24, 2008/ 4 
Weeks 

1830-2030 Rainbow RV 
Park/261831 
Highway 101 

$36 Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

(8 HR) Squadron   
Boating Course 

July 9 - July 30, 
2008/ 4 Weeks 

1830-2030 Rainbow RV 
Park/261831 
Highway 101 

$36 Peyton 
Greenough 

Public 

Radar November 10, 
2007/ 1 Day 

1000-1600 Sequim Bay 
Yacht Club, 
2577 West 
Sequim Bay 
Road 

$40 Richard 
Michels 

Public 

GPS/Digital 
charting 

November 3, 
2007/ 1 Day 

1000-1600 Sequim Bay 
Yacht Club, 
2577 West 
Sequim Bay 
Road 

$40 Richard 
Michels 

Public 

Boat Handling TBD TBD TBD $40 Richard 
Michels 

Public 

Sail Trim TBD TBD TBD $40 Richard 
Michels 

Public 

Onboard  
Weather 
Forecasting 

TBD TBD TBD $40 Richard 
Michels 

Public 
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XO’s Report Continued from Page 1 
away."  "I'm also wondering about that," he re-
plied.  "Was it because of fog?"'  '"There was not 
fog around me"', Carstens answered.  '"What did 
you think was around her so you couldn't see her?"'  
Doria's attorney asked.  '"It could have been a 
patch of fog,"  Carstens said."'Hmmmmm.... 
2) The Stockholm was in the eastbound traffic lane 
rather than the westbound lane.  Nordenson chose 
cost of travel over safety. 
3)  The Stockholm claimed the Doria was in the 
wrong, because the Doria turned to port to increase 
the distance of a starbord to starboard passing, 
whereas the rules dictate that both vessels turn to 
starboard.  However, taking effective action to 
avoid a collision overrides all other rules. 
4)  The Stockholm correctly claimed that the 
Doria's officers did not have formal training in the 
use of radar.  However, how much training does it 
take to determine if a vessel is approaching from 
the starboard or port side?  Curiously, all the radar 
plots done by Carstens had been erased and were 
not available following the collision. 
5)  The Stockholm did not know that fog alerts 
were broadcast from the Nantucket Lightship.  This 
was plain ignorance on the part of the Stockholm. 
In NOSPS, we teach: 
1)  If you're puzzled by what's going on, slow    
     down or stop, until you figure it out. 
2) Stay out of the shipping lanes and if you must 

get to the other side, cross the shipping lane at 
right angles.  ( Nordenson chose to navigate the 
opposing lane, rather than cross it at right an-
gles ). 

3) What else can we learn from this collision?  Stay  
     tuned next month for the conclusion. 
***************************************** 
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Rule of  1/12 for Tide Predictions 
Reproduced From the June 2007 

Issue of the Straitlines 
   This presentation is in memory of Bob Smith. 

Bob was a member of Portland Power Squadron. 
He had a grade of AP. However, he was an accom-
plished celestial navigator, naval architect, open 
ocean sail boat racer and friend. He taught the 
SAIL class in Portland for years where his students 
sat enthralled by his description as to why a sail 
boat sailed. He also wrote the book “ANCHORS 
— Selection and Use”. It was reviewed in The En-
sign in October 1997. 
 
    Years ago Bob said to me “Why is it that the 

USPS does not teach the rule of 1/12 when pre-
dicting the height of the tide? You can estimate 
the height of tide in your head.” I had no idea and 
did not even know what he was talking about. I did 
find a brief description in one of the NOAA tide 
tables. We do now. 
 
    Simply stated, the rule of 1/12 for height of tide 

goes something like this: 
 
    During the tidal cycle, usually 6 hours long, the 

height of the tide changes at the following rate, 
relative to the total height change from high to low 
or low to high, during each hour of the usual 6 hour 
cycle. 
 
    During hour   Height change  
 0 to 1   1/12 
 1 to 2   2/12 
 2 to 3  3/12 
 3 to 4   3/12 
 4 to 5  2/12 
 5 to 6  1/12 
 
For example: 
Lowtide   @   2000   -1.0 foot 
High tide @   1400    9.0 feet 
Difference       6 hours  10.0 feet 
 

    One twelfth of one foot is one inch. Therefore, if 
you consider the tidal range in feet as given in the 
tide book, the same number in inches will make the 
conversion, thus 1/12 of 10 feet is 10 inches. This 
would mean that the tidal change for this example 
would be: 

   During hour     Height change  
 0 to 1   10 inches 
 1 to 2   20 inches 
 2 to 3  30 inches 
 3 to 4   30 inches 
 4 to 5  20 inches 
 5 to 6  10 inches 
 
    The tidal cycle from high to low or reverse in 

our area can vary considerably from the usual 6 
hour duration. You can divide the published time 
into a 1/6 interval by converting the hours into 
minutes, by multiplying hours by 60 and then di-
viding the total minutes by 6. We can easily have 
tidal duration’s of about 5 hours or as long as 7 
hours or more.  
 
     Using 5 hours for an example: 
5 hours x 60 = 300 minutes / 6 = 50 minutes for a 

1/6th interval. 
 
     Using 7 hours for an example: 
7 hours x 60 = 420 minutes / 6 = 70 minutes or 1 

hour and 10 minutes for a 1/6th interval. 
 
     For most practical purposes these 1/6th inter-

vals can usually be considered to be one hour. 
 
    REMEMBER  the tide are PREDICTIONS of 

what is to come. Keep in mind that weather alters 
tides and what we get for weather reports are also 
PREDICTIONS. 
 
WHAT I AM TRYING TO DESCRIBE IS 

SOMETHING YOU CAN DO IN YOUR 
HEAD. 
 

P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
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  Name _____________________________________________ Squadron:  ________________________________________ 
         (Please include rank and/or grade)               
 
           _____________________________________________ Phone:      _________________________________________ 
          (spouse/guest name)        
  
Address: ___________________________________________City/State/ZIP_______________________________________ 
 
 First time atttending a district conference?  Yes____ No ____     e-mail _________________________________________ 
 
 Please Note: This is an activity registration form. There is no charge for attending conference meetings. 
 
 Early Bird prices apply for prepaid reservations postmarked no later than 26 September  2007. 
Activity                                                                     Early Bird       Regular       No. People         Total 
Friday 
Council Meeting 1800- 1900 
Reception – 1900-2100 
No Host Cocktails, hors d'oeuvres                                $15                $17             ______            $_______ 
      
Saturday Officer Breakfast Meetings -- 0800-1000   
 •  Commander/Exec Officer                                         $15                $18              ______            $______ 
 •  Educational Officer/ASEO                                        $15                $18              ______            $_______  
•  Treasurers                                                                 $15                $18              ______            $_______  
All other attendees                                                        $15                $18              ______            $_______  

 
 Saturday Activity – 
 1030-1130 - keynote Speaker (Clyde Ford)   
 1330-1600 - Outlet Mall Shopping/ Casino visit/Spa visit 
 
 Saturday Conference Luncheon: 1200 Open to All     
  Salad choice : Chicken Caesar _____ 
                          Cobb _____   Chef _____                 $18                 $20                 ______           $_______ 
Meeting 1330 -1600 
Social Hour 1700-1800 (no host bar) 
 
 Saturday Evening Banquet: 1830 
   Salmon _____  London Broil______                        $29                 $32                ______            $_______ 
        (includes dessert) 
                                                                                                                                   Total               $________ 
Hotel Resevations 
Make reservations directly with Hawthorne Inn & Spa no later than Tuesday, 11 September  Mention USPS D16 to get the   
conference rate of $85  plus 10.5% tax.    
                For reservations, call: (360) 657-0500 

                  Or by mail to: Hawthorne inn & Spa 
                                          16710 Smokey Point Blvd 
                                          Arlington, WA 98223 
 
 Payment and Conference Reservations 
Mail this form and payment in US funds by 26 September 2007 to: Karen Nelson 

                                            1415 SE 9th Avenue # A302 
                                            Oak harbor, WA 98277  
 

 Contact Person: XO - Bob Nelson 360-679-1991 kabobnelson@msn.com 
 
Hotel questions? Call them directly at the telephone number given above. 
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
 

NEXT NOSPS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Will be October 8th 

From 1700 to 1900 with dinner starting ay 1800 
At the Sunland Club House 

Dinner will be by Irene and will be Oktoberfest:  homemade wiener 
schnitzel, spietzel (German noodles), red cabbage and German Chocolate 
cake!!  Price is $16.00 / person and we must have confirmed reservations  

You will be contacted by the Telephone Committee����

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.calmseas.org 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat this Spring, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.    
Contact P/C Ted Shanks, JN for an appointment NOW!. 

North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron 
P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN Editor 
51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
Sequim, WA. 98382 

 


