
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAITLINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH  OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER  SQUADRON 

A Unit of UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 
A Member of DISTRICT 16 

 ��������	��
������	��������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������
��������		��

High Seas Experience 
Ted Shanks, CO, etc. 

Last month your Commander was asked to help crew a 
35-foot sailboat from Portland, Oregon to John Wayne marina. The 
new owner was an experienced sailor and a good friend and 
neighbor so I accepted the opportunity to enjoy a new experience. 
He and the other crewman were experienced in ocean sailing and 
even I knew the difference between a Genoa and a staysail. Had I 
taken the USPS SAIL Course I would have even better prepared. 

 We arrived in Portland and made preparations for the journey. 
Gary (the captain) planned the trip with the appropriate charts and 
programmed the GPS.1 Both of us checked the weather and tides & 
currents.2 We all wore our PFDs. I knew mine operated properly as 
I had used in the Sequim pool during our PFD demonstration this 
summer. 

  The first day’s journey took us down the Columbia River 
to Astoria. This was an excellent opportunity to see many ranges 
and river (Inland) buoys and day marks and commercial traffic. 
This leg was relatively uneventful except for some rough water ten 
miles east of Astoria due to the 20-knot westerly winds against the 
river current. We arrived after the local fuel dock had closed for the 
day. We would have to wait until they opened in the morning. This 
would delay our planned departure to catch the optimum slack tide 
over the notorious Columbia River Bar. (Not the best of timing, but 
the weather was forecast to be relatively benign and the tide 
changes were only 4 or 5 feet.) 

  We arose early enough to get our fuel, check the weather, 
and get the local Bar Pilot and USCG information about the bar 
conditions. The “weather-guessers” at NOAA told us that the skies 
would be dry, partly cloudy and the winds would be Northerly at 
20 knots, dying to 15 – 20 knots in the evening with wind waves at 
4 feet with a 20 second interval. Hmm, not bad. We all put on anti-
nauseous patches for the trip anyway. I also put on two (2!) wrist 
buttons. 

We crossed the bar with trepidation, considering all the 
warnings about this “most dangerous bar in the U.S.” Being careful 
not to cut the corner too soon we eventually headed North, ending 
up about 12 miles offshore for the passage. Unfortunately, away 
from the shore influence, the winds shifted perversely straight out 
of the North, increased to 25 knots, and stayed that way until we 
entered the Strait of Juan de Fuca 24 hours later. So much for accu-
rate forecasts! 

The waves were now coming head-on, six-foot crests at 
20-second intervals. This was not my idea of a leisurely scenic tour 
up the Washington coast. Taking two-hour watches at the helm we 
all soon became seriously infected with that illness politely called 
“Mal-de-Mer”. As evening fell we changed watches every hour. 
The GPS on board automatically recorded our position every half 
hour and the off-watch navigator only had to plot the coordinates 
(when he felt like it, which wasn’t too often.) Captain Gary had 
even brought his sextant and celestial manuals but the rough 
weather made a star shot impossible.3 The Captain’s spouse had 
graciously stocked the boat with tasty provisions suitable for an 
extended three or four-day journey. As it turned out about 98% was 

still untouched when we arrived at John Wayne Marina two days 
later. 

The first evening this “sailor” resumed the midnight 
watch and the other two settled down for their time off. At 
twenty past twelve our faithful diesel engine fell silent. Every-
body awoke. Several anxious minutes later we discovered that 
the constant sloshing had stirred sediment in the fuel tanks and 
the gunk had plugged up our fuel filter. Using our spare filter we 
were able to start up and proceed at our regular 5 knots towards 
the Strait.4 We made good time except that most of it was verti-
cal. (12 feet up, 12 feet down.) Rounding Tatoosh Island at the 
break of dawn on the second day we calculated that we did not 
have enough fuel to proceed non-stop to John Wayne. It ap-
peared that we might have to stop at Neah Bay or Port Angeles 
and wait three or four hours for the fuel docks to open. Not to 
worry.5 We had boarded two “jerry cans” (10 gallons) spare fuel 
and, using this, were able to dock at Sequim at 0730, tired and 
still not hungry. 

Other than the “interesting” experience of the trip itself 
this adventure revealed to all three of us that there is very real, 
useful knowledge in the courses that USPS makes available. 

By the way, she is an Island Packet 350, her name is 
Olympic Odyssey and she is a beautiful sailing craft. Welcome to 
Washington waters, Gary and Linda Yaruss, proud owners and 
NOSPS members. 

  Ted 

1 USPS courses in GPS, Piloting and Cruise Planning. 

2 USPS courses in Weather and Seamanship. 

3 USPS Junior Navigation course. 

4 Engine Maintenance course 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE 

 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, this 
September issue of Straitlines is obviously late. 
My apologies to all members for the tardiness.  
As you will notice, this issue has two exercises 
from Bob Brummett, SN, and my sincere apolo-
gies to Bob for throwing his schedule off. 
Thank you, 
Hank David, P 
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meeting, to allow time to present the dues in-
crease to the membership at the January general 
membership meeting. A motion was made, sec-
onded and passed to put the dues increase on the 
agenda for the September board meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00.  
 

NOPS Board Meeting 
18 August 2003 

Café Garden 
Port Angeles, Washington 
Executive Officer Ron Jones called the meeting 
to order at 0910.   
Ken Shaver reported that he has two new pro-
spective members for the Port Townsend Squad-
ron and that will put him within two or three 
members of the required number for certification 
by USPS National.  Ken also showed the Port 
Townsend Squadron’s proposed burgee that he is 
presenting to USPS National for approval. 
Chris Muir discussed the simulated engine room 
fire demonstration he will be conducting at the 
District 16 Fall Conference and its cost.  The cost 
of the original concept was over budget so a re-
vised concept was discussed which is to build a 
sand box for the existing metal fire pan and sur-
round it with a wood structure to simulate the 
back of a boat.  A motion was made and passed to 
use the sand box concept for the demo so we 
could remain within the original budget author-
ized for the demo to be given at the District 16 
Fall Conference. 
According to squadron records we have con-
ducted 49 vessel safety checks this year.   
Tom Chandler reported on the Sequim Bay Park 
Picnic and requested additional volunteers to help 
purchase and cook the food.  It was decided to 
limit the food choice to hamburgers and hot dogs 
plus soft drinks, etc.   
Richard Michels has scheduled an Engine Main-
tenance class to start 15 Oct at the PAYC; cost 
for the course will be $42.50 and a Weather class 
at a cost of 64.60 starting 14 Oct at the John 
Wayne Marina.  Richard also presented his re-
search on a projector for use with the Power Point 
presentations of our education classes. The squad-
ron can purchase a Sharp Notevision PG-A10X 
projector for $1329.10 including shipping.  Hank 
David made a motion that we purchase the Sharp 
PG-A10X projector now, the motion was sec-
onded by Rick Mell. After a short discussion the 
motion to purchase the Sharp PG-A10X projector 
passed with a unanimous vote of the board.  
Peyton Greenough proposed that we put a dues 
increase on the agenda for the September board 
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Administrative Officer’s Report 
 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, October 13, 
2003, at Secret Garden Cafeteria, formerly Rosewood Cafe-
teria.  
The cafeteria is located in Port Angeles Plaza on the East 
side of Port Angeles. The Plaza also contains Radio Shack 
and Rite Aid. 
Happy hour will be at 1800 hours, with dinner at 1900 
hours. B.Y.O.B. in the trunk of your car so as not to violate 
any laws. 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey Baked 
Ham, Fried Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Dessert Bar and Beverage. 
Price is Seniors over 60 - $7.00. Others - $8.00. 
Banquet facilities are behind the end of the serving line. 
Dan Hart, of the Peninsula Daily News, has been invited to 
speak to us but it has not been confirmed at the time this 
goes to press. We will have a speaker though. 
See you there.   
Lt/C Tom Chandler 
 

 

ON FIRE FOR SAFETY 

 
There are approximately 260,000 registered boats in the 
state of Washington. According to the WA. State Dept. of 
Registration 91.8% were 26 feet in length or less. The Fed-
eral Requirements and Safety Tips for Recreational Boats 
on page 19 states that these vessels are required to have a 
minimum of one B-I (type B size I; 2-lb dry chemical) fire 
extinguisher on board to meet the Coast Guard regulations. 
The B-I (type ABC size 1; 2 1/2 lb) dry chemical extin-
guisher sold by most marine stores and extinguisher compa-
nies seems to be more popular and is larger than the mini-
mum requirement, but is still not adequate. Tests have 
shown that it takes at least a B-II (type ABC size II; 5 lb) 
minimum to extinguish a 30x30 inch square liquid fire in an 
engine compartment. 
 
Retailers and the boating public are failing to read page 
1 of the requirement, which states in part: 
It is imperative that you understand that the Federal 
Equipment Requirements: 

are minimum requirements (additional safety 
equipment is recommended) 
do not guarantee the complete safety of the ves-
sel or its passengers; and 
are to be viewed as conservative and not 
absolute 

 
As a USPS vessel examiner, I have discovered that many 
boaters in this size class have interpreted the Coast Guard 
minimum requirement of one B-I to be adequate. This is not 
the case and needs to be called to the attention of the 

Coast Guard so they can investigate and make whatever 
changes are necessary to compensate for the error in 
interpretation . 
 
Unfortunately the Boat Smart course taught by our squad-
rons nationally fails to emphasize that Coast Guard re-
quirements are also minimums. This error could be cor-
rected by placing an insert in our manuals reminding stu-
dents of the above facts on page 1 of the Federal require-
ments. 
 
District Commander Joseph Cartwright, SN has extended 
an invitation to our squadron to present a “fire on board” 
demonstration October 11, at 3:30 p.m. at the Fall Confer-
ence in Bellingham. He will provide a professional pho-
tographer for the event. Many thanks to P/C Peyton 
Greenough, AP, and Commander Ted Shanks, P, who are 
helping Safety Officer Chris Muir, P,VE construct a 
mock-up of the stern portion of a 26-foot boat with an 
inboard engine compartment. All squadrons in the state are 
being invited to participate in a contest to see who can put 
out an engine compartment fire the fastest with a B-I, (2 
½lb.) dry chemical extinguisher. We are inviting members 
to discover for themselves the inadequacy of a B-I (2 ½ lb) 
dry chemical extinguisher. Hopefully, this will show V/C 
Spencer P. Anderson, SN, the National Educational Offi-
cer through our demonstration that the Coast Guard mini-
mum requirements are not sufficient for a safe environ-
ment on vessels 26 feet or less that have an inboard en-
gine. 
 
Please come join us at the conference Oct 10 and 11at the 
Bellingham Best Western, or come for the demo in the 
parking lot Saturday, September 11 at 3:30 p.m. 

Safety Officer Chris Muir P VE 

Sign Up Early and Save 
 
The NOSPS Board has approved a premium of $10 for all 
members who sign up for a course less than 30 days prior to 
the course start date. If a course is scheduled to begin on 
November 1, anyone signing up less than 30 days prior to 
November 1, will have to pay an additional $10 in addition 
to the stated course fee. This move was necessary to help 
defray shipping and handling charges for the supplemental 
ordering of course supplies. Watch the Straitlines for course 
start dates, sign up early, and save $10!! 

THANK YOU! 
A special thank you to Washington Fire and Safety Equip-
ment in Port Angeles for supporting the squadron boat fire 
demonstration at the Fall Conference.  Washington Fire has 
donated extinguisher recharges and a Halon extinguisher.  
Washington Fire and Safety Equipment is located at 936 
Marine Drive, Port Angeles, phone 457-1217. 
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  USPS PLEDGE 

 

          I do solemnly pledge to: 
       Abide by the bylaws of the  
United States Power Squadrons®; 

Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship; 
Maintain my boat and operate it legally; 
Render assistance whenever possible; 

And conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, 
honor and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

SVEIN SELJESETH 17TH 
 HANK DAVID 22ND 
DON JACKSON 26TH 

JOANNE LAUGALLIES 26TH 
GRANT MEINER 27TH 
BOB SORENSON 29TH 

 

Canadian Coast Guard - Ch. 22A 
By Peyton Greenough 

On our recent trip to Canada we headed out of Nanaimo 
toward Dodd Narrows.  I calculated the current to be 1.5 
knots against us at the time we would go through.  That 1.5 
knots turned out to be something like the inside of a Waring 
Blender!  I decided to abort the attempt at the last second 
and made a full, hard left rudder.  The whirlpool continued 
turning me to the right.  We just barely got out of there. 
 
On the way back to go around Gabriola Island, we were 
flagged down by a small boat out of gas.  We fastened a 
tow line and started back to Nanaimo.  I attempted to call 
the Coast Guard to cancel a call that had been made by an-
other boat, but could not raise them on either Ch. 16 or 9. 
 
As we were towing, the Coast Guard arrived and said that 
they basically only monitored Ch. 22A.  This doesn’t jibe 
with the pamphlet on the VHF Radio Channels.  It states 
that the Coast Guard should be called first on Ch. 16.  As I 
said, this did not work.  It is possible that this C.G. boat, 
which was working in the immediate area, only monitored 
Ch. 22A.  Who knows? 
 
We continued with our tow.  All went well and we got them 
easily back to the Port of Nanaimo gas dock. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

WILLIAM RICHARDS 3RD 
CRAIG PAULSON 4TH 

CHRIS MUIR 14TH 
SUE PURDY 16TH 

DAVID LINSDELL 25TH 
DON SORENSEN 26TH 
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Poor Piloting 
By Peyton Greenough 

 
Well, I made another of my famous Boo Boos.  I really hate 
to admit it, but possibly it will help another boater to avoid 
making the same mistake. 
We were cruising from Pender Harbour southerly across the 
Strait of Georgia to Nanaimo.  Just NE of Nanaimo is an 
area labeled “Restricted” on the chart.  I have seen this des-
ignation on other charted areas and they seem to be mean-
ingless.  This area on the chart has three overprints - the 
Compass Rose, another circular area labeled “Disused Ex-
plosives”, and upon closer examination, a tetrahedral area 
marked very lightly in one segment “WG” and in another 
“WF”.  This is on Canadian Chart 3512.  It is labeled 
“Exercise Area”. 
Some of you will say to me, “Didn’t you know that?”  No, I 
did not.  The only obvious area to me was the circle of old 
ammo. 
Well, we cruised through - noticed a large, brown jet flying 
low over the space and it got my attention.  Not, however, 
before I got the attention of a high speed Canadian Navy 
boat coming at me on a collision course with red lights 
flashing.  I could already feel the handcuffs and leg irons.  I 
hove to and was, in no uncertain terms, advised that I was 
in the middle of a bombing range that was active.  I was 
monitoring 16 and 9 but apparently that doesn’t help. 
After they led me out of the area, we hove to again and 
were told that Channel 10 and Weather Channel 3 an-
nounced the activity or inactivity of “Whiskey - Golf” re-
stricted area.  In any event, if you see low flying military 
aircraft over the area - stay away! 
The notice is on the chart and some explanation of Area 
WG is in the legend space on the chart.  I will admit that I 
didn’t carefully read this, otherwise I would have been 
alerted.  The notice, however, does not refer to the listening 
channels W3 or Ch. 10. 
From now on, I will look more carefully for “obstacles” on 
the chart other than islands and rocks.  Hopefully this ad-
mission of poor piloting will help some other boaters from 
making similar mistakes. 

FROM YOUR SEO 
Peyton Greenough 

 
 It is time to be thinking about your next step in 
boating education.  This is one of the most important func-
tions of USPS - a host of coursed that enhance our activities 
on the water. 
 Challenge yourself!  Move up a grade.  And also 
learn about maintaining your boat and about other subjects 
such as Weather, Cruise Planning and Sailing. 
 
We also plan to offer an Operations Training Course - part 
of one day - which teaches about the organization of the 
USPS down to our squadron. 
 
Listed below are the courses planned and anticipated for the 
next season which is this Fall and Winter/Spring 2004.  
Look them over, make your choices and call Richard 
Michels, Mark Lewis, Judy Shanks or me. 
 

EDUCATIONAL COURSES 2003 - 2004 
 

COURSE  DATE      LOCATION INSTRUCTOR  
 
Seamanship Winter 04        TBD              Mowery/Noeske 
Adv. Piloting Jan 21, 04        TBD              Woods/Mattingly 
Junior Nav Sept, 2003       PAYC            Jones/Brummett 
Engine Maint          Oct. 15, 03       PAYC           Jeff/Jim/Chuck 
Marine Elect.          Spring, 2004    TBD 
Weather                  Oct. 14, 03       JWM        Wilson/Cunningham 
 

COURSES PLANNED, BUT NOT SCHEDULED 
 

Operations Training                                             J. Magisos 
Navigation                                                         B.Brummett 
Public Boating (ABC)                                                   Staff 
Chart Smart                                                                   Staff 
Skipper Saver                                                     N. Magisos 
Piloting                                                    Benson or Noeske 

 
Answer for August Exercise 

 
For ALL compass problems you start with T, V, M, D and 
C!  You then fill in the information you have and calculate 
what you want. 
T 078o  Calculated by applying variation to Magnetic 
V  27o E  From the Chart 
M 051o  Calculated by applying deviation to compass 
D   00o   From your deviation table 
C  051o   From your compass  
The true course you determine on your chart from your 
GPS generated fix to South Indian Pass is 071o  .  There-
fore, you are heading toward something that appears to be a 
hole and is not South Indian Pass and you are “off course”. 

“Don’t forget the Parking Brake!” 
 

Thanks to John Fleming for submitting this photo 
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THANK YOU FOR PATRONIZING YOUR 

STRAITLINE ADVERTISERS 

ELECTIVE COURSES 
The elective courses are slowly taking shape for this com-
ing fall and spring. At a minimum, we plan to offer Engine 
Maintenance, Weather, and Marine Electronics to supple-
ment the Advanced Grades courses. NOSPS is blessed to 
offer an excellent Engine Maintenance course taught by 
local mechanics from three different local marine repair 
shops in our area. This will be a great opportunity to “learn 
from the experts”. Taking just one elective course a year is 
a great way to expand your boating knowledge and thereby, 
your enjoyment on the water. Even if you don't spend much 
time on the water, it's always stimulating to learn new sub-
jects and keep the mental gears turning. If you choose to 
sign up or have any questions concerning these courses, 
contact Richard Michels at 681-4762, or send email to: 
rmichels47@yahoo.com. You can also review your knowl-
edge of Seamanship or Piloting by surfing to http://
my.tenforward.com/rmichels and viewing the material on 
the various subjects. 
 

September Exercise 
 

You are traveling east, down the strait, on your way to Dis-
covery Bay.  You pass the light house on Dungeness Spit, 
abeam to starboard at 0918.  You record the time and notice 
that your knot meter indicates a speed of 12.2 knots. 
 
You pass the can “1” abeam to port at 0950.  Your chart 
provides a distance of 6.6 nautical miles between the two 
navigational aids. 
 
What speed should your knot meter indicate if there are no 
currents, or wind, wakes and you maintain a straight 
course? 
 
Show your work and send your answer to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy. 101 
Lilliwaup, WA, 98555 

 
 
September News from the Recreational Boating Associa-
tion of  
Washington (RBAW): 
 
RBAW ANNOUNCES HISTORIC FALL MEETING at 
the CLOVER  
ISLAND YACHT CLUB, OCT. 18, 2003 
 
RBAW is conducting its first annual meeting held East of 
the Mountains on Oct. 18th. We're planning a very informa-
tive boating meeting at the Clover Island Yacht Club in 
Kennewick.  
 
The meeting will have an Eastern Washington flair with 
topics on recreational boating and safety on the Rivers and 
Lakes, plus topics for boaters statewide.  All members and 
boaters from both sides of the State are encouraged to at-
tend.  Speakers include: 
 
¥Col. Edward Kertis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers -  
Presentation on recreational boating lockages and safety 
issues on the dams of the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 
¥James Horan, Washington State Boating Law Administra-
tor, Presentation on proposed Mandatory Boating Education 
for State of Washington. 
 
¥Marine Safety Officers, Deputy Patrick Fay of Franklin 
County and Deputy Scott Belcher of Benton County.  Both 
will address boating safety issues in the region. 
 
¥Coast Guard Station Kennewick.  Local Coast Guard is-
sues in Eastern Washington and any other messages of 
statewide or national importance.  
 
¥Jim Eychaner, Washington State Interagency Commit-
tee  for Outdoor Recreation (IAC) will discuss recent activ-
ity and progress of their Boating Facilities Grant Pro-
gram.  The funding comes from our marine fuel tax. 
 
PLEASE GO TO- HTTP://WWW.RBAW.ORG -SEE THE 
FULL AGENDA, REGISTRATION FORM, HOTEL IN-
FORMATION, AND DIRECTIONS.  The Clover Island 
Yacht Club is our host and a great RBAW supporter. They 
have activities planned around the meeting for those who 
can come on Friday Oct. 17, or can stay on Sunday. Please 
contact David Kutz (david@rbaw.org) with any questions 
about registration. 

October Exercise 
 

Your GPS has decided to quit working and you decide to 
check your progress as you make your way home from a 
cruise to the South Sound.  You get a relative bearing of 
108o on Browns Bay light, Qk F I R.  Your boats compass 
heading is 350o.  The variation is 19o E and your compass 
has no deviation.  What is the true bearing of the light that 
you will need to plot your LOP on your chart? 
 
Show your work and send your answer to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy. 101 
Lilliwaup, WA, 98555 
 

 

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO RICHARD MICHELS FOR HIS 

GENEROUS DONATION OF $50.00 TOWARD THE 
PURCHASE OF THE POWERPOINT PROJECTOR. 
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Important Website 

One of the better Web Pages giving USPS boating, weather and marina information: 
http://www.pipercreek.net/uspseverett/links/links2.htm 

 
The USSPS dinner meeting will be Monday, October 13, 2003, at Secret Garden Cafeteria, formerly Rosewood Cafeteria.  
The cafeteria is located in Port Angeles Plaza on the East side of Port Angeles. The Plaza also contains Radio Shack and 

Rite Aid. 
The menu includes Roast Baron of Beef, Honey Baked Ham, Fried Chicken, BBQ Ribs, Dessert Bar and Beverage. 

Price is Seniors over 60 - $7.00. Others - $8.00. 
Banquet facilities are behind the end of the serving line. 

See you there.   

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 
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Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


