
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAITLINES 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH  OLYMPIC SAIL AND POWER  SQUADRON 

A Unit of UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 
A Member of DISTRICT 16 

 ����������	

��������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������
������������

 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

SVEIN SELJESETH     17th      HANK DAVID                  22nd 
DON JACKSON        26th      JOANNE LAUGALLIES    26th 
GRANT MEINER        27th      BOB SORENSON   20th 
 

Commanders Report 
Ron Jones, N 

 

The other evening as I was enjoying the view of 
the Strait of Juan De Fuca and Mt. Baker from my 
deck, which is at an elevation of 1000 feet on the 
side of Lost Mountain, I noticed a fog bank form-
ing over the Strait in the direction of Vancouver 
Island.  In less than one hour the entire Strait was 
enveloped in a dense fog bank.  This reminded me 
of just how quick conditions can change and of 
several events that I have encountered in thirty 
years of boating and mountain climbing. Boating 
and mountaineering have a lot in common. In both 
activities having a safe and enjoyable outing is in 
your hands, and depends on you developing the 
skills and knowledge required to safely engage in 
these activities along with having the right equip-
ment and knowing how to use it.  The Seattle 
Mountaineers have their “Ten Essentials” for 
mountaineering trips and The Coast Guard and 
Washington State have their required equipment 
list for a boat.  In both cases these are minimum 
equipment requirements and do not address acquir-
ing and practicing the skills needed to safely enjoy 
these activities.  One of the most important ele-
ments in a safe trip is adequate planning including 
what you will do when encountering adverse 
weather conditions or equipment failure.   

For adverse weather conditions having the proper 
clothing to stay warm and dry is just as essential as 
having the skills and equipment to navigate in poor 
visibility.  The weather can change from warm and 
sunny to cold and rain in less than an hour.  Just as 
the weather can rapidly change, equipment can fail 
at any time.  You should not be totally dependent 
on electronic equipment for navigation, continue 

practicing the old fashioned way of navigation us-
ing compass heading, speed and time as a backup 
method of plotting your position.   

Improve your boating skills by taking one or more 
of the excellent Advanced Grade or Elective 
Classes that will be offered this Fall and Winter by 
the NOSPS Education Committee.  Contact Rich-
ard Michels, our Squadron Education Officer, to 
sign up for the class of your choice.   

Keep an eye on the NOSPS web site at http://
www.usps.org/localusps/olympic/ for the schedul-
ing of classes and other activities.  Also the 
STRAITLINES  can be viewed as a PDF docu-
ment on line by clicking the link to http://
my.tenforward.com/rmichels/  As of September, 
members with Email will receive the STRAITLI-
NES electronically as a PDF document.  

Does you boat have a 2004 Vessel Safety Check 
Decal?  If not, now is a good time to take advan-
tage of the FREE Vessel Safety Checks offered by 
our team of Vessel Safety Examiners, log on to the 
NOSPS web site and click on the Activities button. 
Next click on the Safety Committee link to dis-
play a list of our VSEs and their phone numbers.  
Call any VSE to schedule your FREE VSC. 



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              September 2004 Page    2 

BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  
 Ron Jones, N                  681-0193 
    51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
    Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Tom Chandler, N                 457-0684 
 433 Herrick Rd. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98363 
Education Officer 
 Richard Michels, AP           681-4762 
 153 E. Diane Dr. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 P/C Peyton Greenough , AP 683-6506 
 388 Dungeness Meadows 
  Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Neil Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
   Sequim, WA 98382 

 
Executive Committee 
 Del Copeland, S  
 Jim Jones 
 George Schoenfeldt 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C  Ted Shanks, P 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
 P/C Hank David, P 
Audit Committee 
 Joe Richerts, P 
 David Mattingly. AP 
 Gene Haugen, JN 
Rules Committee 
 Bob Sorenson, P 
 Peyton Greenough, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
Budget and Finance 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
 Bob Stearns, AP 
Co-Op Charting 
 Charlie Brown, AP 
Cruise Planning 
 Harvey Smith JN 
 Joel Magisos AP 
 P/C Peyton Greenough AP 
 Bob Claney P 
 Duke Sparks P 

 
Public Relations  
 Open 
Historian 
 Open 
Education Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough,  AP ASEO 
 Mark Lewis, JN Advanced Grades 
 Richard Michels, AP Electives 
 Judy Shanks, P Basic Boating 
 Linda Yaruss, P Youth Safety 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Jim Fitzpatrick 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 Open 
Operations Training 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Planning Committee 
 Paul Mowery,  P 
 Robert Stearns,  AP 
 Mary Stearns, S 
 Duke Sparks, P 
 Dodie Sparks, P 
 Joel Magisos, AP 
Port Captains 
 Port Angeles:  Open 
 Sequim: Cdr. Ted Shanks, P 

Radio/Technical Officer 
 Bob Stearns, P 
Telephone 
 Carol Brown, AP 
 Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Safety Committee 
 Chris Muir, P 
Straitlines Editor 
 Hank David,  P 
Supply Officer 
 Open 
Vessel Safety Checks 
 Bob Brummett, SN 
 Ted Shanks, P 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Bob Thompson, P 
 Ron Jones, N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 Cecelia Eckerson  683-8598 
 463 Madrona Way 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, Wa.  98382   
Treasurer 
 Eric Mell   928-3736 
 106 Seagull Dr. 
 Port Angeles, WA  98363  
Past Commander 
 P/C Ted Shanks, P  582-0253  
    450 North St. 
 Port Angeles, WA 98362 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Web Master:  JoAnn Thompson:    
                                                                                                      bobthom37@tenforward.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Monday of every month at 9:00AM, at Café’ Garden. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted by the morning of 
the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Hank David, Editor.  Phone:  360-417-7570.   
Mail:  460 Vogt Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Email:  hdavid@olypen.com 

Business Advertising:  
Hank David, 360-417-7570 
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Minutes for NOSPS Executive Board Meeting 
Held at Joshua’s, August 16, 2004 

 
Meeting called to order at 0905 by Commander 
Jones. Minutes of the July Executive Board Meet-
ing were approved. 
 
Ted Shanks volunteered to be the Merit Marks per-
son. 
 
Corrected addresses will be put in a database and 
sent by Tom Chandler to National. 
 
Richard Michels stated that the Seamanship 
Course taught by Jim Fitzpatrick is October 17. 
Hank David will teach Marine Electronics. 
Charlie Brown will teach GPS offered to the 
public for $25 and $10 for members. It was ap-
proved that a flat fee will be charged to mem-
bers for any seminar. Bob Stearns will teach the 
Radio Seminar. 
 
Judy Shanks and Peyton Greenough are Certified 
Instructors. Boat Smart is being dropped in favor of 
teaching ABC. The Power Point ABC is a two-day 
course and successful completion qualifies the stu-
dent for USPS membership. 
 
The Piloting Class is being looked at. National has 
sent the CD Power Point version and books for our 
perusal. Advanced Piloting will be out at the begin-
ning of the year. Neil Eckerson volunteered to be 
back up instructor. 
 
Operations Training still needs an instructor.  
 
Ted Shanks talked about sailing classes. He sug-
gested someone call Sue Sorenson about the 
Seascouts of Port Angeles to see the status of their 
young people being active. 

 
Tom Chandler and Ron Jones help Neil with Sep-
tember BBQ. A silent auction is supposed to occur, 
so bring your items to the BBQ. Commander Jones 
will send an email to the membership to remind 
people and to try to find out the number coming so 
that food can be purchased. 
 

Jim and Gloria Fitzpatrick said that membership is 
down and at 121 members at present. They stated 
that National said that all squadrons are down by 
15%. We have two new prospects. 
 
Cecilia Eckerson resigned as secretary and histo-
rian due to unexpected commitments. 
 
It was suggested that the Education Fund Donation 
to National HQ be handled now that the member-
ship is low. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Neil Eckerson. 

 
GULF ISLAND CRUISE GET TOGETHER 

 
Submitted by Richard Michels 

 
BARBARA AND BOB COOPER 

ON GULF ISLAND CRUISE 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BOB! 
submitted by Richard Michels 



 STRAITLINES       North Olympic Sail And Power Squadron              September 2004 Page    4 

 
Autumnal Equinox 

 Tom Chandler – Executive Officer 
 
What is it? The equinox is when a line, 

from the center of the Sun to the center of the Earth 
goes through the equator. The Autumnal Equinox 
happens once a year. At this time, because of the 
motion of the Earth around the Sun and because 
the Earth is tilted, the Sun crosses over the Earth's 
equator on its way south. This year, the Autumnal 
Equinox is September 22 (to be precise, at 09:30 
a.m. PDT). 

What is going to happen? Not much 
really, so don't wait up until after midnight. It's a 
little like an anniversary or a birthday. While it is 
just a geometrical alignment, it is one that reminds 
us about the passage of time, the motion of the 
Earth, and the changing of the seasons.  It marks 
the start of autumn. 

What's so special about it? As summer 
wears on, the nights have been growing longer and 
the days shorter. After this date, the night becomes 
longer than the day. That's just for us in the North-
ern Hemisphere. For the Southern Hemisphere, it's 
reversed. Spring has just begun for them.             

On this day, the Sun will begin to rise at the 
South Pole after six months of darkness. It's going 
to be daytime there for the next six months! The 
scientists who are living and working down there 
now have a party to celebrate. The weather has 
been eighty below zero outside and the Sun is just 
coming up? 

On this day, the Sun rises directly in the 
East and sets directly in the West. 
Also on this day, the Sun passes straight overhead 
at the zenith for people on the equator, like in 
Kenya or Ecuador. When the Sun passes straight 
overhead, there aren't any shadows! 
 Since the nights are getting longer, and the 
days are getting shorter, the slanting rays spread 
out over more area. In late June, the Northern 
Hemisphere of Earth is turned as much toward the 
Sun as the orbit permits: the solar-orb rises in the 
northeast, days are long and the Sun passes high at 
the middle of the day to set in the northwest. 
Nights are as short as they can get. Then, slowly, as 
Earth moves on, the Sun slips southward in its ris-

ing and setting points and lower across the sky 
each day. Days get shorter and nights longer. 
Faster and faster the change occurs until we 
reached the time of equality between light and 
dark. 
 The point of balance between day and 
night, is reached every year in late September. So, 
on the day of the equinox the Sun rises directly 
east, crosses our sky in the middle of its range, 
and sets directly west. We feel its rays for 12 hours 
and live without them for the other 12. At the 
poles of Earth the Sun moves around at the base of 
the horizon, the North Pole feeling its last solar 
rays until six months from now. and the South Pole 
rejoicing in the returning Sun to light its sky for six 
months to come. Now, one day later, our portion of 
sunlight is a bit weaker, and so it will be until late 
December. 
  
 Note: The sidereal hour angle of the Sun is 
180 degrees at the Autumnal Equinox, for all you 
Navigators with those pesky Star Overhead Prob-
lems. 
 

Nautical Definitions 
…………………………………………………… 
Bitter end — The finish of a race when you are 
last over the line. 
 
Dead reckoning — A course leading directly to 
a reef. 

Deviation — Any departure from the captain's 
orders. 

Freeboard — Food and liquor supplied by the 
owner. 

Great Circle Route — The ship's course when 
the rudder is jammed. 
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Regarding “EARLY OFFSHORE NAVIGATORS 
Part 2:  The Norse.” 
 
Did you find the error in this article in the last En-
sign?  If you tried to figure out how the latitude 
staff worked to determine if your latitude was too 
far north or too far south the instructions given do 
not work.  If the word “above” in the fourth line 
from the bottom and the word “below” in the sec-
ond line from the bottom are reversed the instruc-
tions will work. 
 
I hope all of the N and JN students in the squadron 
discovered this error.  I hope even more, that it did 
not shake their confidence, that they understood the 
concept that the altitude of polaris equals their lati-
tude, if you make allowance for the fact that polaris 
is not exactly over the geographic north pole. 
 
I notified the Offshore Navigation Committee of 
this error and they assured me that a correction will 
appear in the September Ensign 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
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FOR SALE 
Shakespeare 5206-C VHF 6db (8 ft.) antennas w/
coax and solder-type connector $20 plus tax 
Sea Ranger (similar to Shakespeare 5206-N) VHF 
6db antennas w/coax $10.plus tax 
Shakespeare 4208 Loran/SSB 8’ whip antennas 
$10 plus tax. All antennas are new, in limited quan-
tities, for pickup in Sequim. Call Larry Douglas at 
681-6904 or email larry@escproducts.com 

Gigantic descendants of the lovely clippers 
By Oliver E. Allen 

From The Windjammers. 1978, Time-Life Books, 
Inc. 

 
At midnight she was first spotted as a distant shape 
on the moonlit horizon. By dawn her dimensions 
had grown to majestic size. Passengers and crew of 
the British liner crowded the rail to stare at the tall 
ship they were overtaking, white-hulled bark, her 
four masts crowded with wind-taught sails, she be-
longed on an earlier ocean, on sea-lanes as yet un-
sullied by the smoke and soot of steamers. 
 The captain of the liner rang his engine-
room telegraph and signaled for more power. He 
would give his passengers something to remember; 
he would close in swiftly on this old windjammer, 
dramatically cross her bows and then proceed on 
course for Rio de Janeiro. But on board the big 
steel bark in the South Atlantic that October morn-
ing in 1934, Captain Sven Eriksson had other 
ideas. To him, the Herzogin Cecilie, the 32-year-
old ship under his command, was no weather-
beaten anachronism; outbound from Belfast, Ire-
land, for Port Lincoln, South Australia, to take on a 
load of grain, she was to her master a useful deep-
water cargo carrier, still capable of turning a profit 
while she did her share of the world’s work. And 
no awkward liner with smoke-belching funnels and 
racketing engines was going to show Eriksson her 
stern – not with a fresh, fair wind piping up and the 
Herzogin Cecilie moving steadily toward her top 
speed. 
 The Herzogin Cecilie was German built but she 
had been under Finnish registry since the end of 
World War I. She was manned by seamen from 
many nations, with a core of mariners from Åland 
Island, midway between Finland and Sweden – 
tough young men in their teens and early 20s, bred 
to the sea and the hard-muscled life on hard-driven 
ships. Eriksson ordered his crew aloft to shake out 
more sail. 
 As the steamer drew closer, the Herzogin Cecilie’s 
royals, topmost sails of all, were sheeted home; the 
mighty windjammer was now wearing her full suit 
of 35 sails, an incredible 45,000 square feet of 
heavy canvas. Furious work on powerful deck-
mounted winches braced the yards so that this vast 

expanse of sail picked up maximum drive from the 
rapidly freshening wind. Now it was blowing at 35 
to 40 knots, close to gale force. The Herzongin Ce-
cilie’s bow wave arced in the sunlight as she 
moved faster and faster – 16 knots, then 17, almost 
18. Her lee rail was awash. Green seas hissed past 
her quarter. It took two crewmen straining at her 
massive wheel to hold her on course. 
 For several moments, steamer and sailer ran side 
by side. Then slowly, steadily, the great sailing 
ship picked up speed on the steamer. And then she 
began to move away. As the liner slid inexorably 
astern, her captain blew three long blasts on his 
steam whistle in a grateful acknowledgement of 
defeat; he then dipped his red British ensign in sa-
lute to the victor. Aboard the Herzogin Cecilie 
Captain Eriksson dipped his blue and white Finnish 
colors in return. 
 The two ships bore off on divergent courses. Soon 
the Herzongin Cecilie’s masts dropped below the 
horizon. Her brief, proud triumph was over. Nor 
was it likely to be repeated. The last great age of 
sail, the magnificent era of the windjammers, was 
already drifting in the doldrums from which it 
would never escape. In truth, before that race 
across a windy reach of Atlantic even started, the 
Herzogin Cecilie and all her sister ships were al-
ready doomed. But those who sailed the tall ships, 
and those who watched them pass – like all the 
passengers and crew of the liner on that sun-
splashed October morning – knew quite well what 
Britain’s Poet Laureate John Masefield had in mind 
when he wrote of the windjammers: “They mark 
our passage as a race of men, Earth will not see 
such ships as those again.” 
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WaypointWaypoint  
ElectronicsElectronics  

  
Hank David 
460 Vogt Rd. 

Port Angeles, WA. 98362 
(360)-417-7570 

Fax (360-417-7577 
Cell (360)-460-8338 
hdavid@olypen.com 

 

F.C.C. LICENSED 
MARINE RADAR 

QUALIFIED 

     
CHRIS   Residential 
         Commercial 
      SPARKS   Specialty Coatings 
    Faux Designs 
 PAINTING  Color Consulting 
 
      CHRISSP998QW  (360) 681-0903 
        BONDED AND INSURED    (360) 460-0659 
 

BETTER PAINTING FOR PEOPLE WHO CARE 

 
September Exercise 

 
You are visiting Portland Oregon and are staying 
on Hayden Island.  During the evening cocktail 
hour you and your wife walk down to the dock on 
the Columbia River.  The current going by appears 
quite fast and you both guess it must be close to 4 
or 5 knots.  You pace off 50 feet along the dock 
while your wife finds a small stick caught on the 
upper end of the dock.  You toss the stick into the 
river above your measured 50 feet and mark the 
time when the stick passes the upstream end.  You 
walk along with the stick and record that it passed 
the down stream end 24 seconds later.  When you 
get back to your room you get the note pad by the 
telephone and calculate the speed of the current.  
What is the current speed in knots? 
 
Send your answer and calculations to: 
 
Robert E. Brummett 
40590 N. U.S. Hwy 101 
Lilliwaup, WA 98555 

 

 
HAPPY BOATERS ON GULF ISLAND CRUISE 

 
Submitted by Richard Michels 
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Important Website 
Recreational Boating Association of Washington - RBAW 

http://www.rbaw.org 
 
 
 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.usps.org/localusps/olympic 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat or haul it out for the winter, have your FREE Boat Safety Check.   Contact 
P/C  Nancy Magisos, AP for an appointment. 


