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STRAIT TALK 
Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 

The summer seems to be flying by faster than 
a speeding bullet and soon we'll be into September 
and  the beginning of Fall.  The NOSPS sponsored 
cruises have already wrapped up with the remain-
ing two open cruises to the Gulf Islands and South 
Sound being organized by the SBYC.  Check out 
the cruise pictures are on www.calmseas.org �  
Fun Events.  You'll want to attend the annual  
picnic on September 13th at the PAYC to compare 
this summer's cruising notes and participate in the 
fun activities. 

The Education Committee has been hard at 
work laying out courses for the upcoming year 
and members are encouraged to check out the  
offerings and decide which courses to participate in 
this year.  It never hurts to retake a course to  
review your knowledge and be exposed to the new 
course formats, which are being constantly updated 
by National.  Speaking of National, this year's 
Governing Board Meeting will take place on  
September 6th in Detroit.  Although NOSPS won't 
be attending the Governing Board Meeting, we will 
be represented at the D16 Fall Conference being 
held October 10-11 in Bellingham.  Review the 
registration form attached with this issue of the 
Straitlines and consider joining Bridge members at 
this meeting, which is a great way to get energized 
for the upcoming year.  An optional event of the 
conference is a trip to the Dutch-themed town of 
Lynden.  This is also the conference where teach-
ing aids are submitted and awards are given out.  
NOSPS will be submitting teaching aids to be 
judged. 

NOSPS is now a member of the Sequim 
Chamber of Commerce and we have advertising 
tri-fold flyers, as well as public course schedules, 
on display at the Tourist Center off Washington  

Continued on Page 3 

Executive Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Raymond Thomas, P 

As a recent newly elected officer to the Squad-
ron, I would like to review the activities that this 
position is responsible for.  I feel that this will pro-
vide insight to new and seasoned members alike as 
to the functions of the position.  The Executive Of-
ficers’ responsibilities primarily relate to events 
that effect our relations with the public.  The mem-
bers that stepped up to fill these important  posi-
tions  include Public Relations (P/C Jim Jones, 
JN), who provides awareness through informing 
the public about NOSPS, our activities, training 
and opportunities for membership; Coop Charting 
(Charlie Brown, N), promotes a civic service by 
helping maintain accuracy in charts, light lists and 
survey markers in our area; Radio Technical Offi-
cer (P/C Hank David, P), provides awareness of 
technical matters and regulations relating to instal-
lation and operation of marine electronic equip-
ment; Safety Officer (Mike Anderson), provides 
information pertaining to safety at meetings, 
classes and cruises throughout the year; Vessel 
Safety Chairman (P/C Ted Shanks, SN),  pro-
motes safe vessel awareness through vessel safety 
checks and encourages members to become trained 
for vessel safety checks; Liason Officer (Doug 
Schwarz, P), promotes open communication and 
dialogue with Coast Guard Auxiliary and the Port 
Commission.   Boat Shows Chairman (open), co-
ordinates activities and booths at boat shows, and 
Legislative Chairman (open), keeps current on 
laws, rules, and regulations that affect our boating 
safety and shares information with our Squadron.  
These positions are critical to our Squadrons fu-
ture.  Next time you run into one of these folks, 
give them a “big pat on the back” and thank them 
for their volunteer effort.  If you want to do some-
thing for your Squadron, “Step Up” and volunteer  

Continued on Page 7 
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 
Commander  

 Richard E. Michels, SN  681-4762 
 153 E Diane Dr  
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Executive Officer 
 Raymond Thomas, P  683-8801 
 P.O. Box 672  
 Carlsborg, WA 98324 
Education Officer 
 Ronald T. Jones, SN  681-0193 
 51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Asst. Education Officer 
 Mark Lewis, SN 683-9479 
 81 Cougar Heights Dr. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Administrative Officer 
 Pamela Kauffman, P 681-8067 

Executive Committee 
 Lt. Svein A. Seljeseth, AP 
 P/C Delbert Copeland, P 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
 
Nominating Committee 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
 P/C Hank David, P 
 
Audit Committee 
 P/Lt/C Joel Magisos, AP 
 
Rules Committee 
 P/C Peyton Greenough, AP 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 
Budget and Finance 
 Open 
Co-Op Charting 
 Lt. Charlie Brown,  N 
 Bob Stevens 
 
Cruise Planning 
 P/C  Jim Jones, JN 
  
Public Relations  
 P/C Jim Jones, JN 
 
Photographer  
 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
 
Safety Officer 
        Lt. Mike Anderson 

Education Committee 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN - SEO  
 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - ASEO 
 Lt. Mark Lewis, SN - Advanced Grades 
 Ch LB Electives Open 
 Lt/C Judy Shanks, AP - Public Boating 
 Lt. Diane Head, JN - Kids Program 
 
Membership & Member Involvement 
 Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 
 
Merit Mark Coordinator 
 P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
 
Member Orientation 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 Doug Schwarz, P 
 
Planning Committee 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
       P/C Jim Jones, JN 
       Lt/C Ray Thomas, P 
       Lt. Sandra Thomas, P 
       P/Lt/C Duke Sparks, P 
       P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
       Doug Schwarz, P 
 
Liason Officer 
      Lt. Doug Schwarz, P 
 
Roster 
 P/Lt/C Gene Haugen,  JN  

Vessel Safety Examiners 
        P/C Ted Shanks, SN — Chairman 
 P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN 
 Harvey Smith, SN 
 Bill Russell 
 Tom Foley 
 
Decorating Committee 
 “Open”: 
 
Ensign Coordinator 
 Cdr.  Richard Michels, SN  
 
Straitlines Editor 
 P/C Ron Jones, SN 
 
Telephone 
 Lt. Svein Seljeseth, AP 
 P/C Nancy Magisos, AP 
 P/Lt/C Dodie Sparks, P 
 
Supply Officer 
 Lt. Bob Cooper, S 
 
Port Captain 
 Sequim: P/C Ted Shanks, SN 
 
Radio/Technical Officer 
 P/C Hank David, P 
 
Historian 
       Open 

 3080 W. Sequim Bay Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Secretary 
 Judy Shanks, AP  582-0253 
 P.O. Box 1172 
 Sequim, WA 98382 
Assistant Treasurer 
    Carol Brown,  AP        582-0409 
 202 Kirner Road 
 Sequim, WA  98382   
Treasurer 
 Janet Jones, JN  582-9134 
 1363 Doe Run Rd. 
 Sequim, WA 98382  
Past Commander 
 Delbert Copeland, P  681-8876  
    250 North St. 
 Sequim, WA 98382 

MEETINGS, DEADLINES and CONTACTS 
General Meetings:  
Sept. through May on the 2nd Monday of the month.                Webmaster:  Richard Michels, SN  
 (See last page for details of time & location)                                                teafornosps@yahoo.com 
Executive Board Meetings:  
3rd Friday of every month at 8:30AM, at Jean's Deli in Sequim. All members are welcome. 
Straitlines Deadline:  
All materials for publication must be submitted to the Editor by Thursday following the Executive Board Meeting.   
Contacts:   
Cdr. Richard E. Michels, SN   Phone: 360-681-4762.  Mail:  153 E Diane Dr ., Sequim, WA 98382  
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and stray-current corrosion, lightning protection, 
and electrical interference.      
     ME 102, Marine Radio Communications, delves 
into radio waves and transmitters, receivers and 
transceivers, antennas and transmission lines, FCC 
Rules and Regulations, FCC Frequency Plan, ma-
rine radiotelephone operating procedures, and other 
communication services (Emergency Position Indi-
cating Radio Beacon (EPIRB), Digital Selective 
Calling (DSC), Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System (GMDSS), satellite communica-
tions, amateur radio, and more). 
     ME 103, Marine Electronics for Navigation, 
presents information on Depth Sounders, RADAR, 
LORAN-C, GPS Navigation, and two new chap-
ters:  Electronic Charting, and Computer-Assisted 
Navigation (CAN).   
     To enroll in the Marine Electronics class call  
Hank David @  360 417 7570. 
     Do not delay; call now to enroll in these two 
excellent Elective Classes. 
     See page 9 for detail 
schedule of Advanced Grade 
and other Elective Classes. 

 Continued on Page 4 
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Strait Talk Continued From Page 1 

Street on the east end of Sequim.  We will also be 
contacting the Chamber of Commerce in Forks in 
an attempt to offer a public boating class on the 
West End.  I'm looking forward to seeing you all at 
the September picnic and hope you are all having a 
great summer! 

  ���������������������  

 
In Memory of Past Commander  

Kenneth R. Wilcox, AP 
Ken was a two term Commander of North 

Olympic Sail and Power Squadron, serving as 
Commander for 1991~1992 & 1992 ~ 1993. 

Ken passed away on August 10, 2008.  Our 
sympathy goes out to Ken’s family and friends. 
 
  ���������������������  

Education Officer’s Report 
P/C Ron Jones, SN.   

Our fall classes will be starting soon.   At this 
time, we have instructors for each Advanced Grade 
class and for two Elective Classes.   

The two Elective Classes are Weather and  
Marine Electronics.   Of all the Elective Courses  
offered by the Power Squadron, these are by far  
the most important and useful.  

The Weather Course instructors are P/C Ted 
Shanks, SN & Gary Yaruss, JN.  This course will 
provide basic weather knowledge for safer and 
more enjoyable boating.  The student will learn to 
make weather predictions based upon observations 
of the sky, upon barometer and wind information, 
as well as weather data provided by maps, satellite 
images, and radio and TV broadcasts.  The topics  
covered in the course include the following: 
  �  Effects of Heat and Cold 
  �  Wind and Pressure 
  �  Storms and Fronts 
  �  Rain, Humidity and Fog 
  �  Floods, Droughts, and Winter Precipitation 
  �  Thunderstorms and Tornados 
  �  Tropical Weather 
  �  Atmosphere and Clouds 
  �  Forecasting 
  �  Climate 

To enroll in the Weather Class, call Ted 
Shanks, @ 360 582 0253. 
     The Marine Electronics course instructor is P/C 
Hank David, P.  Hank is the owner of Waypoint 
Electronics Ltd. in Port Angeles.  Hank has the fol-
lowing licenses and certifications: 

     The Marine Electronics course consists of three 
modules:   ME 101, Boat Electrical Systems, ME 
102, Marine Radio Communications, and ME 103, 
Marine Electronics for Navigation.  All three  
modules must be successfully completed to receive 
credit for Marine Electronics. 
     ME 101, Boat Electrical Systems, provides in-
formation about properties of electricity, electrical 
power requirements and wiring practices, direct 
current power, alternating current power, galvanic  
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Solution for August Navigation Quiz:  

This is one of the good reasons boaters use 24 
hour time. It makes computing time differences 
that pass the AM - PM time change easy This kind 
of planning is similar to the things taught in the 
Cruise Planning course. It is my opinion that  
EVERYONE should take this course at the first 
opportunity after joining the squadron. 

You begin by adding the estimated time from 
home to arrival using time in minutes: 
   20  to get to boat from home. 
   30  to stow gear and get ready to leave. 
   30  to get to R “2”. 
 204  to travel 27.2 nM at 8 knots (see below). 
   30 to allow for unexpected delays. 
 314  total minutes or ÷ by 60=5 hours and 14 
 minutes, the time to get to Pillar Point. 
 
1500  desired arrival time at Pillar point. 
0514  calculated time of travel. 
0946 time when you should leave home. 
 

To calculate boat travel time, you write down: 
60 D = S x T and fill in the information you have. 
 
60 x 27.2 = 8.0 x T  
 

Now solve for the needed information, in this 
case Time. You multiply 60 by 27.2 to get 1632, 
now divide 1632 by 8 to get 204 which is the travel 
time in minutes. 
  P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 
���������������������  
September Navigation Quiz 

You are carefully following the range into Mats 
Mats bay, at high tide, when you notice your com-
pass heading is 240°. You jot this down on your 
note pad you keep at the helm. That evening while 
securely at anchor you check your chart and find 
the true bearing of the range is 255°. The variation 
in the area is 18° E. What is your compass devia-
tion at that heading? 

 
Send your answer NOW along with all of 

your calculations to: 
P/R/C Robert E. Brummett, SN 

  40590 N. U. S. Hwy. 101 
  Lilliwaup, WA 98555 

���������������������  

Education Officer’s Report 
Continued from Page 3 

The first advanced grade class a new member 
should take is Seamanship.  At the present time 
NOSPS has 24 members that have not yet taken 
Seamanship.  The Seamanship course builds on the 
basics of recreational boating information pre-
sented in the public boating courses   Seamanship 
adds a foundation of information for continuing 
boater education. The course contents should fa-
cilitate knowledge development for increased safe 
operation of recreational boats and provide for 
higher level of boating skills, knowledge of the 
rules of the road, and marlinspike skills and is a 
recommended  prerequisite for the next advanced 
grade class which is Piloting. 
     The Piloting course is the first in the sequence 
of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics 
of coastal and inland navigation. This all-new 
course focuses on navigation as it is done on rec-
reational boats today and embraces GPS as a pri-
mary navigation tool while covering enough of tra-
ditional techniques so the student will be able to 
find his/her way even if their GPS fails. The course 
includes many in-class exercises, developing the 
student’s skills through hands-on practice and 
learning. Topics covered include: 

· Charts and their interpretation 
· Navigation aids and how they point to safe wa-

ter 
· Plotting courses and determining direction and 

distance 
· The mariner’s compass and converting between 

True and Magnetic 
· Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and infor-

mation they provide, setting up waypoints and 
routes, staying on a GPS route. 

· Pre-planning safe courses and entering them 
into the GPS 

· Monitoring progress and determining position 
by both GPS and traditional techniques such as 
bearings and dead reckoning 

· The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for check-
ing that one is on course.   
 
To enroll in either the Seamanship Class  or  
the Piloting Class call Lt Mark Lewis, SN @  
360 683 9479  
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Adopt-a-Marina Program Update 
Lt/C Raymond Thomas, P 

On Wednesday, August 13 we had a good turn-
out of eleven (11) members including two guests 
(Bill & Cheri Evans) who asked to be included in 
the cleanup.  We appreciate their kindness and 
driving in from Diamond Point to help.  The 
weather couldn’t have been better and lots of work 
was accomplished.  We gained 26 more volunteer 
hours for a total-to-date of 190 hours.  We had a 
great picnic lunch out on the point and lots of ca-
maraderie.  If you’re skipping out , you’re missing 
out on a good time!  Stay tuned for September date.  

Doug Schwarz trying to get the rake to work  

Richard Michels and guests Bill & Cheri Evans 
 
���������������������  

Adopt-a-Marina August cleanup photos by  
Lt/C Raymond Thomas, P & 

Doug Schwarz, P 

Lunch Time!  

The gold medal cleanup gang.   
1st. Row Judy Shanks, Ray & Sandy Thomas.   
2nd Row. Bill Evans, Jim Jones, Ted Shanks,  
Cheri Evans, Svein Seljeseth, Richard Michels 

and Pam Kauffman.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Jones watching Bob Patterson  
“do it the easy way” 
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felt there was too much time and effort placed on 
pin point accuracy and labeling of the chart rather 
than the mechanics of how to plan and plot a 
course and how to determine your location. 

One member expressed interest in a more prac-
tical “Boat Handling” course to round out his/her 
training. 

And finally, one member had taken the Basic 
Boating course with the Coast Guard prior to join-
ing NOSPS.   The Certificate of Completion was 
submitted to USPS, and this member received 
credit for completing the Seamanship requirement.  
So, if any member has taken courses elsewhere, it 
would be worthwhile to contact the Education Of-
ficer to see if they could be counted toward the 
education goal with NOSPS. 

Taking NOSPS courses can be a very positive 
experience.  So sign up today to take a course 
through www.calmseas.com.    
����������������������

See article on page 5 for August activity. 

.New Member Corner 
Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

With summer nearly over, it is time again to 
focus on the fun and interesting events and 
courses that NOSPS offers to its members during 
the off season.  Remember, it is not necessary to 
own a boat in order to belong to NOSPS.  Water 
safety and safe boating is important to all people 
who play on and around the water.  Those who do 
own boats, however, should be aware that now is 
the time to check the boat for those items that 
need maintenance and care for winter.  
      We all need to learn during the winter so that 
we will practice safety in our water and boating 
adventures next summer.  Sign up for those 
NOSPS courses that will benefit you for years to 
come.  And don’t forget to talk to your friends 
and neighbors who enjoy the water about the 
benefits of joining an organization that not only 
emphasizes learning but promotes civic duty 
through “Adopt a Marina” and a chance to meet 
and enjoy camaraderie with boaters and others 
who enjoy the water. 
���������������������  

NOSPS Membership 
Lt. Sandy Thomas, P 

To continue with the summarization of the 
responses to our 2008 Member Interest Survey, 
this month I will cover Education.  We were 
asked to list any courses we have taken and those 
we hope to take as well as give any suggestions 
for improvement or enhancement to the current 
courses. 

Everyone who responded had taken at least 
one of the NOSPS courses offered.  There were 
many positives about the course content and the 
instructors.  In fact, one member stated that 
he/she had taken all of the existing courses of-
fered but would like to retake all of them to re-
fresh knowledge.   

There were a few constructive comments 
about NOSPS course offerings which I will share 
here.  The Power Point Presentations were 
brought up several times.  These members had 
reservations about overuse of Power Point.  One 
stated that “learning should be interactive, in-
structor should be well prepared.” 

Another comment focused on the chart work 
required of the upper level courses.  This person 
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WEBMASTER 
Cdr. Richard Michels, SN 

Some of  you may remember the May Member-
ship Meeting, during which Jeff Kuss from West-
bay Marine gave a talk on boat maintenance.  Dur-
ing the question and answer session, a question 
was raised concerning the effect of ethanol on ma-
rine engines.  Recently Jeff came across an article 
addressing this issue in one of his industry publica-
tions and was kind enough to point out the article 
and make a copy.  The copy has been scanned into 
digital format and can now be viewed on 
www.calmseas.org-> boating links and clicking on 
Ethanol Discussion under the Educational Info tab. 

Links have been provided on the Public Boat-
ing Class page that take the user directly into the 
Washington State Parks and Rec site to study for 
and take the test to receive the Boater Operator's 
Card.  The course has been listed among our other 
courses, under the title Online Squadron Boating 
Course,  with the hope that it will generate interest 
in our various course offerings.  A link to the 
Washington State mandatory requirements is also 
given on that same page. 

 Navigation has been simplified to access the 
List Cruise Signups and Cruise Planning functions.  
On the cruises page, a single click will now take 
the user to the members only login page, without 
having to return to the home page first. 

����������������������
Executive Officer’s Report Continued from 

Page 3 
for one of the open positions or ask how you can 
help in one of the above areas.  I guarantee you’ll 
feel good that you are helping our Squadron be bet-
ter and stronger through your efforts.  

Administrative Officer's Report 
Lt/C Pamela Kauffman, P 

 Apparently Summer is coming to an 
end...how did that happen?  They go by faster 
every year.  And yet winters drag.  It just isn't 
fair!  It also means that the September picnic is 
just around the corner.  Here is the schedule of 
events: 
 
  1300. Social hour and ring toss (prizes!) 
  1400. Meeting with Jim McEntire speaking 
  1500. Dinner  
  1600. Flare shooting 
 

 Also there will be a silent auction from 1300 
to 1600.  Bring any boat related articles you wish 
to donate to the cause.   

 Also, bring any outdated flares for the flare 
demonstration. Here's your chance to safely dis-
pose of your old flares.  If you have never used a 
flare gun or shot off whatever type of flare you 
have, this is a good chance to see what it is like.   

.�
���������������������  

 
Coop Charting Corner  

Charlie Brown, SN    
NOAA provides free, Raster Navigational 

Charts (RNCs) and free weekly RNC updates via 
the Internet @ 
http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/Raster/Index.htm  
and through certified redistributors.  For a limited 
period beginning 15 June 2008,  RNCs will not 
be updated for either Notices to Mariners or for 
new editions of the nautical charts.  This tempo-
rary interruption of service is due to a change in 
RNC production systems.  Full RNC service will 
resume when reliable production is restored. In 
the interim, continuously updated NOAA “Print 
on Demand” charts @ www.OceanGrafix.com, 
traditional printed charts, and free Electronic 
Navigational Charts and updates @ 
http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/enc/index.htm 
will continue to be available. 
���������������������  
 



STRAITLINES                    North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron       September 2008   page 8 

New NOSPS Safety Officer 
Mike Anderson “stepped up” to take the reins 

as Safety Officer this past month.  Mike joined 
NOSPS last March.  After Graduation from High 
School, Hoping to "See the World", Mike enlisted 
in the U.S. Coast Guard.  He initially got as far as 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, where he 
served aboard a seagoing Bouy Tender sailing out 
of San Juan.  Mike spent the next twelve (12) years 
serving on board various ships and stations on both 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts.  Serving his sea-
man's Apprenticeship in Bouy Tenders in the 
Greater Antilles and Alaska, he was rated 
"Boatswain Mate".  Aspiring to learn Navigation, 
Meteorology and Marine Communications, he was, 
in time, rated "Quartermaster".  Some Highlights 
of Mike’s Coast Guard career include:  One (1) 
year of "Isolated" duty in Alaska (Five Fingers 
Light Station);  two ( 2 ) years assignment in RCC 
Miami ( The world's busiest Rescue Coordination 
Center); participation in the Naval Quarantine of 
Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis, Service in 
the Arctic (Icebreaking); Captain-of-the-Port San 
Francisco (Harbor Control and Port Operations); 
and Deployment on "Operation Market Time" in 
the Coastal waters and Rivers of South Vietnam 
(1967-68).  Today, Mike is also a member of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary.  He continues in service to 
the Maritime community as a regular 
"Watchstander" in the Coast Guard Command and 
Control Center, Group/Air Station Port Angeles.  
Welcome aboard, Mike.  We value your interest in 
being NOSPS’s Safety Officer. 

Lt/C Ray Thomas , P 
����������������������

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CORNER 
 
Diane Head, Jn    9th 
Peter Wintermute, P  12th 
Lt/C Pam Kauffman, P  13th 
Svein Seljesth, AP   17th 
Gina Nordskog   19th 
P/C Hank David, P  22nd 
David Miller   25th 
 
 

 
 
 
 

���������������������  

Lt. Sandy Thomas, P & a big king salmon she 
caught Aug 7th fishing in Nootka Sound, B.C.  

Photo by Lt/C Raymond Thomas, P 
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SCHEDULE OF ADVANCED GRADE & ELECTIVE CLASSES 

 

Course Dates Time Location Instructor Contact 

Seamanship Start TBD       
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C Jim Jones, JN Mark Lewis 

Piloting Start TBD      10 
Weeks 

TBD TBD Cdr. Richard Michels, SN Mark Lewis 

Advanced 
Piloting 

Start TBD      10 
Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C Peyton Greenough, AP Mark Lewis 

Junior  
Navigation 

Start TBD 
12 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/C Ron Jones, SN Mark Lewis 

Navigation Start TBD 
12 Weeks 

TBD TBD P/R/C Bob Brummett, SN Mark Lewis 

Weather October 16th, 
2008 10 Weeks 

1900-2100 Rainbow’s End  
RV Park 

P/C Ted Shanks, SN  and 

Gary Yaruss, JN 

Jack Luenow 

Marine  
Electronics 

October 10th, 
12 Weeks 

1900-2100 Waypoint  
Electronic 

P/C Hank David, P Jack Luenow 

Engine 
Maintenance 

Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD Jack Luenow 

Cruise Planning Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD Jack Luenow 

Instructor 
Development 

Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD Jack Luenow 

Sail Start TBD 
6 Weeks 

TBD TBD TBD Jack Luenow 

Upcoming D16 Events 

D16 Fall Council and Conference 
10-11 October 2008 

Bellingham, WA. 

�������
��	�
����


��	��
����
���

�����
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Cruise Corner 
P/C Jim Jones, JN 

      Since the August issue of the Straitlines, we 
have had our San Juan Island Cruise- 6 vessels left 
Monday, July 21st for Roche Harbor where we had 
the party platform reserved for our social hour; 
hiked to the outdoor Sculpture Park and Mauso-
leum; did the shops near the marina and enjoyed 
the sites and sounds of this beautiful harbor.  At 
sundown it is a tradition for the Dock Hand Corps 
to lower the flags to the British, Canadian and US 
National Anthems.  Everyone in the marina no 
matter where they are stands still to participate in 
this ceremony.   Dinner was great at the McMillin 
House restaurant, as we prepared for our next day’s 
journey.   Our boaters for this cruise were the 
Shanks, Thomases, Joneses, Purdys, Pattersons, 
and Walkers.  The next 2 nights were spent at an-
chor in Reid Harbor, Stuart Island.  Nice hiking 
trails were available – to the one room school 
house and museum for Island kids; and the 5 miles 
RT hike to the Turn Point Light House and Mu-
seum.  This is the most NW point in the US and 
marks the boundary with Canada between Haro 
Strait and Boundary Pass.  There are terrific views 
from Turn Point to the North (South Pender Isl) 
and to the West the Sidney Isl group.  From Reid 
Harbor,  we all followed each other to Deer Harbor 
on Orcas Island.  There we had dinner outside on 
the porch of the Deer Harbor Inn – a tradition for 
us.  Then it was off to Sucia for 2 more nights on 
the bouy and hiking the trails on this pretty island, 
then we finished up with a night at Friday Harbor 
and home.  Our next cruise starts Monday, August 
18 and will take us to the South Gulf Islands.  This 
one is sponsored by SBYC, but NOSPS and PAYC 
boaters are welcome. This 10 day cruise will take 
us to Oak Harbor near Victoria, Sidney Island Spit, 
Maple Bay Harbor, Montague State Park, Poets 
Cove, Roche Harbor and who knows, maybe other 
fine destinations.   Our cruising season will wind 
up with the traditional South Sound cruise, Sept. 8, 
so don’t miss out - sign up through the Calmseas 
website now.   That cruise is sponsored by the 
SBYC and we hope to see a lot of boaters out for 
that one. 

USPS PLEDGE 
I do solemnly pledge to:  Abide by the by-
laws of the United States Power Squad-
rons®;  Promote high standards of navi-
gation and seamanship; Maintain my 
boat and operate it legally; Render assis-
tance whenever possible; 
and conduct myself in a 
manner that will add 
prestige, honor and re-
spect to the United States 
Power Squadrons.® 
���������������������  
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 JOINT NOSPS/PAYC/SBYC CRUISE SCHEDULE – 2008  
  

 
 
 

· “Destination” does not necessarily include all the harbors to be visited; only the primary harbors  
       may show here; final destinations are up to the Cruise Captains and Cruisers. 
· All cruises are open to all three boating organizations, unless indicated otherwise 
· To join a cruise, boats must coordinate with the Planning Captain 
· Sponsoring Club members may have priority     
     
     NOTE: SBYC Reach For Hospice is Sat. Sept 20th  

Dates Length 

(Days) 

Destinations Theme Sponsor 

Cruise Cap-
tain 

Comments  

September 
8-18 

11 Seattle, Gig Harbor, 
Tacoma, Olympia, spe-

South Sound 
Cruise 

SBYC 
Captain: 

Open 

October 
2-4 

3 Victoria Victoria Cruise SBYC 
Captain: 

Closed 

sesses attribution in conformance with a feature 
catalog.  Within a vector database, a buoy might 
possess the following characteristics: latitude, 
longitude, color, number, date established and 
light list number.  In addition to point features, 
depth and other polygon areas can be defined. 
The database nature of vector data enables elec-
tronic chart software to recognize that the vessel 
is located in a position with a certain charted 
depth of water.  A warning can also be issued 
that, based on present course and speed, the ves-
sel may encounter a dangerous depth area some-
time in the future.  An electronic chart using vec-
tor data can also have the ability to detect the ves-
sel crossing an important maritime boundary, 
such as a traffic separation scheme or a marine 
protected area. 

Both types of NOAA electronic charts can be 
downloaded free from the following link: 

 

Office of Coast Survey - NOAA 
Electronic Navigational Charts 

Electronic Charts 
There are two general categories of electronic 

chart data:   Raster Nautical Charts (RNC) and vec-
tor charts.  

RNCs are scanned digital images of paper 
charts.  In 1994, the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration's (NOAA) Office of Coast 
Survey scanned its suite of 1,019 paper charts that 
covers the coastal waters of the U.S. and its territo-
ries. Raster Chart Display Systems (RCDS), a type 
of ECS, show real-time vessel positions projected 
on the image of the chart.  While these systems 
have impressive utility, they have limited ability to 
provide danger warnings to the mariner.  This is 
due to the fact that raster data has little inherent 
intelligence.  For example, the computer is unable 
to differentiate between a series of pixels that rep-
resent a buoy or those that portray a wreck.  Like-
wise, an RCDS does not have the ability to recog-
nize the charted depth of water and, consequently, 
cannot give a warning if the vessel is headed for a 
dangerous shoal. 

A vector chart is a database that contains 
points, lines and polygons that correspond to fea-
tures on the chart.  Each item in the database pos-
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NORTH OLYMPIC SAIL and POWER SQUADRON 
 

Next Meeting Will Be A Potluck Picnic On September 13th 
At The Port Angeles Yacht Club Starting At 1300 

Barbecue Pork & Chicken From Jeremiah's  
Will Be Served At 1500 

See Administrative Officer's Report On  
Page 7 For Additional Details 

 

 

Visit the NOSPS Web Site at 
http//www.calmseas.org 

 

 

The District 16 Web Page is at 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

����������������������������������������� ���
Before you head out on your boat this Spring, have your FREE  2008 Vessel Safety Check.    
Contact P/C Ted Shanks, SN for an appointment NOW!. 

North Olympic Sail and Power Squadron 
P/C Ronald T. Jones, SN Editor 
51 Horizon Hills Rd. 
Sequim, WA. 98382 

 


